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Ethnic Studies is an interdisciplinary and comparative study of the social, cultural,
artistic, political, historical, and economic expression and experience of race and
ethnicity that primarily centers the studies of American Indians/Native Americans, Asian
Americans & Pacific Islanders, Black/African Americans, and Chicanx/Latinx

Ethnic Studies centers holistic humanization and critical consciousness, providing every
student the opportunity to enter the content from their own space, positionality, and
perspective. Ethnic Studies affirms the student identity, experience, and the building of
empathy for others. This includes the self-determination of those who have ancestral
roots and knowledge who have resisted and survived settler colonialism, racism, white
supremacy, cultural erasure, as well as other patterns, structures, and systems of
marginalization and oppression. The discipline uses culturally and
community-responsive pedagogical practices to empower students to become
anti-racist leaders.

Ethnic studies reconstructs and transforms the traditional narrative and curriculum by
highlighting the contributions people of color have made in shaping US culture and
society.



