Special Education and Related Services

Bland County Public Schools provides special education services to students with disabilities.
All eligible students receive instruction designed to meet their unique needs. Available services
include a variety of instructional modes that are determined by a committee that includes the
parents and, if appropriate, the student.

What is special education?

Special education means specially designed instruction, at no cost to the parent(s), to meet the
unique needs of a child with a disability, including instruction conducted in a classroom, in the
home, in hospitals, in institutions, and in other settings and instruction in physical education.
The term includes each of the following if it meets the requirements of the definition of special
education (8 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia; 34 CFR 300.39)

What are related services?

Related services means transportation and such developmental, corrective, and other supportive
services as are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special education and
includes speech-language pathology and audiology services; interpreting services; psychological
services; physical and occupational therapy; recreation, including therapeutic recreation; early
identification and assessment of disabilities in children; counseling services, including
rehabilitation counseling; orientation and mobility services; and medical services for diagnostic
or evaluation purposes. Related services also include school health services and school nurse
services, social work services in schools; and parent counseling and training. Related services do
not include a medical device that is surgically implanted cochlear implants, the optimization of
device functioning (e.g. mapping), maintenance of the device, or the replacement of that device.
The list of related services is not exhaustive and may include other developmental, corrective, or
supportive services (such as artistic and cultural programs, and art, music and dance therapy), if
they are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from special education. (§ 22.1-213
of the Code of Virginia; 34 CFR 300.34(a) and (b))

Who is a child with a disability?

A child evaluated in accordance with the provisions of this chapter as having an intellectual
disability , a hearing impairment (including deafness), a speech or language impairment, a visual
impairment (including blindness), a serious emotional disability (referred to in this part as
"emotional disability "), an orthopedic impairment, autism, traumatic brain injury, an other
health impairment, a specific learning disability, deaf-blindness, or multiple disabilities who, by
reason thereof, needs special education and related services. This also includes developmental
delay if the local educational agency recognizes this category as a disability in accordance with
8VAC20-81-80 M.3. If it is determined through an appropriate evaluation that a child has one of
the disabilities identified but only needs a related service and not special education, the child is
not a child with a disability under this part. If the related service required by the child is
considered special education rather than a related service under Virginia standards, the child
would be determined to be a child with a disability. (8§ 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia; 34 CFR
300.8(a)(1) and 34 CFR 300.8(a)(2)(i) and (ii))
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