LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

  
                                          SAMPLE INTRODUCTORY LESSON




Grade:    4
Standard: 2.1: Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through gesture and action

Student Objective: Express selves theatrically using body, voice and imagination. Learn theatre vocabulary and practice acting skills.
Resource Materials: Name tags, music, “Musical Career” and “Standing Is Stupid” by Shel Silverstein
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)

	Body/Imagination: Walkabouts: Students spread out in space provided. There are two rules: no sounds, no touching.  When the leader says, "Go," players move; when the leader says, "Freeze” players freeze.  Leader gives suggestions that students follow. Stop students at various times and ask: what do you see, hear, feel, etc. -walking on hot rocks, walking on the moon, playing basketball, playing the piano OR activities tied to curricular themes (e.g. panning for gold)

	Exploring/Creating  Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Voice/Body:   Name Game with Gesture: Students stand in a circle and explore gesture.  Each student says his or her name and creates a gesture which everyone in the circle then copies.  Move to the next person until everyone has had a turn.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested10 minutes)
	1. Discuss the “Rules of Drama”: Respect others' ideas; Stay in your own space; Practice active listening; Freeze when signaled.
2. Vocabulary:  Imagination, Projection, Articulation, Expression, Emotion, Neutral, Walkabout, Observation, Gesture, Pantomime, Improvisation, Tableau, Machine, Gibberish, Character, Setting, Plot, Objective, Motivation, Conflict, Resolution (What do students know?)

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Partners: Discuss the positives and negatives of practicing the piano; switch opinions.
Small Groups: Develop five different ways of moving through space.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

 (Suggested 15 minutes)
	Dramatize: Working in cooperative groups, dramatize either “musical Career” or “Standing Is Stupid.” Perform for another group.

	
	Reflecting/Journal Prompt

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Why do we study theatre?
2. Journal: Describe some of your expectations for theatre class this year? What do you hope to do?


Connections/Extensions:  Dramatizing literature

Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher has students enter and become statues reflecting some of their expectations for theatre class.
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