LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: PLAYMAKING: A class can be a theatre company.
Sample Lesson # one
                      Review of Melodrama            




Grade: 5

Standard 3.4:  Identify types of early American theatre, such as melodrama and musical theatre.
Student Objective: Review the fundamental conventions and techniques of melodrama.
Resource Materials: Name Tags, music, dvd/video, print images of melodrama stock characters, Del Sarte images, melodrama scenario cards
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	1. Body & Imagination:  Walkabout as melodrama stock characters: Hero, Villain, Heroine, Bumbling side-kick; Old person
2. Voice: Use appropriate character voice with stock phrases: “Curses, Foiled again!”;” I’ll save you Nell!”; “Oops, Sorry about that Boss!”; “I’ll never leave the farm!”; “My hero!”

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	View DVD/Video of Melodrama—History, conventions, Stock characters.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	1. Review: Exaggeration, Stock Characters
2. Melodrama Formula:  Problem, Heightened problem, Solution to problem

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes.)
	In A/B pairs:  
1. Recreate Del Sarte figures as tableau.  Bring tableau to life with interaction using gestures and dialogue.

2. A/B improvisation as stock characters in conflict. (Heroine tied to RR tracks and Villain demanding payment; villain threatening old person; bumbling side-kick messing up villain’s plans; hero confronting villain.)

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 17 minutes)
	1. Review “The Rent, or Curses Foiled Again” script. 
2. In groups of 5, choose melodrama scenario card and dramatize short play based on melodrama formula:  Problem, Heightened problem, Solution to problem.   
3. Share plays with the class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	Journal:  Brainstorm and record ideas of problems (conflicts) that could be used to write a melodrama, using the stock characters of hero, heroine, villain, bumbling side-kick and old person.



Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Studies, American History    

Teacher Task: Allow students time to work on journal entries.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: PLAYMAKING: A class can be a theatre company.
Sample Lesson # TWO                     Script a Melodrama            




Grade: 5

Standard 1.2:  Identify the structural elements of plot (exposition, complication, crisis, climax, and resolution) in a script or theatrical experience.
Student Objective: Work in a group to create an original melodrama script.
Resource Materials: Name Tags, music, costume pieces and props to encourage character development

	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Body, Voice & Imagination:  Walkabout to music selections appropriate for stock characters in melodrama. Add character voices.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	In small ensemble groups, share possible scenarios (problem/solution) for a melodrama play. Select one to develop for sharing with the class.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Review: ensemble, playwright, collaboration, scenario


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes.)
	In ensembles, choose a director and cast roles. Improvise dialogue and action of chosen scenario.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Rehearse a five minute version of scenario and share with the class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal:  Which scenario do you think should be developed into a melodrama performed by the class? Why did you select this one?



Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Studies   
Teacher Task: During the week, allow students to discuss and agree upon the one melodrama play for the Performance Task.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: PLAYMAKING: A class can be a theatre company.
Sample Lesson # THREE                     Editing and Staging            




Grade: 5

Standard 2.2:  Demonstrate the use of blocking (stage areas, levels, and actor’s position, such as full front, quarter, profile, and full back) in dramatizations.
Student Objective: Set story points, stage, and rehearse the melodrama.
Resource Materials: Name Tags, music, Boo Hiss/Applause signs, sound effects tools and/or recordings

	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	Body, Voice & Imagination:  In a circle, each student delivers a stock character line with gesture. Others copy with exaggeration. (Option: simultaneous circles focusing on one stock character each)

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	In ensemble groups, practice vocal projection, articulation and expression, basic blocking of entrances and exits, cheating out, setting cues, and keeping a balanced stage picture.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Vocabulary: blocking, stage picture, cues, stage manager 


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes.)
	Using chosen scenario, each ensemble invents dialogue and action for the melodrama. One person in each group will be the “recorder” of lines/actions.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Divide class into two groups. Each group will cast roles, choose one version of the “script,” choose a director, a stage manager. When one group performs, the other will be an actively responsive audience (per melodramatic conventions).

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 2 minutes)
	Journal:  What is working well in your melodrama? Which students in your group would be best for the other theatre company jobs: costume, props, set pieces, music and sound effects?



Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Studies   
Teacher Task: During the week, allow students time to prepare for the melodrama performance.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Four: PLAYMAKING: A class can be a theatre company.
Sample Lesson # Four  
       Technical Aspects of Melodrama            



Grade: 5
Standard 2.3:  Collaborate as actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: To experiment with and choose technical elements and responsibilities to enhance the melodrama production.
Resource Materials: Name Tags, music, CD player, costume pieces, props, audience signs, sound effects equipment, set pieces (supplies for 2 groups to use)
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	 Body, Voice and Imagination: Warm ups chosen by each group’s director

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Each group’s technical team (stage manager as leader) selects costume pieces, props, set pieces, sound effects and music as needed.



	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutess)
	Vocabulary: Cooperation, Ensemble

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Each group experiments with sfx (sound effects—percussion instruments/recorded music) and costume pieces, props, audience signs, set pieces.  Groups solve technical “sharing” problems.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Groups (each a “theatre company”) rehearse play using technical elements.



	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 2 minutes)
	Journal:  Describe the improvements or enhancements to the melodrama production created through using technical elements.



Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Studies, American History 
Teacher Task: Decide performance schedules and audiences.  Where? When? for Whom? Should parents be invited?

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Four: PLAYMAKING:  A class can be a theatre company.
Sample Lesson # Five  
                     Dress Rehearsal                     




Grade: 5
Standard 2.3: Collaborate as actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
             4.1: Develop and apply appropriate criteria for critiquing the work of actors, directors, writers, and technical artists in theatre, film, and video.
Student Objective: To create technical teams and rehearse both casts of the melodrama.

Resource Materials: All technical materials needed for the melodrama theatre company
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	1. Whole Group:  simultaneously and individually create a statue of yourself doing your assigned job in the theatre company.

2. Each group: create tableaux of individuals working together while performing assigned jobs.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 7 minutes)
	Technical personnel from each group become “partners” and discuss cooperative support for each cast of actors.  

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	Criteria Check List: Create criteria for technical jobs, acting and directing.  

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Rehearse each cast of melodrama production.  Technical crews support each other and the performances.  

Directors and stage managers cooperate for success of each cast’s performance.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Each cast performs for each other in the classroom.  
2. Whole group uses check list to critique technical, acting and directing work.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	Journal: What is working well, technically and artistically, in the performances? What do YOU need to do to improve each performance?


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Studies, American History, problem-solving and communication skills   
Teacher Task:  Review American Musical Theatre style, conventions and techniques.  Prepare students for journal portion of performance task. (Comparing /contrasting Melodrama with another type of American theatre)
