LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Four: PLAYMAKING:  A class can be a theatre company.
                             
                                                             Sample Performance Task                  



     Grade: 5
Performance Task: Work with your class to create a theatre company and perform a melodrama. In your journal, compare/contrast different types of early American theatre.

Standard 1.1: Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as sense memory, script, cue, monologue, dialogue, protagonist, and antagonist, to describe theatrical

        experiences.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
             2.3: Collaborate as actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
             4.1: Develop and apply appropriate criteria for critiquing the work of actors, directors, writers, and technical artists in theatre, film, and video.
Student Objective: To perform and critique both melodrama productions (performances of actors, work of directors, and all technical personnel)

Resource Materials: All technical materials needed for the melodrama theatre company
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Whole Group:  Trust exercises such as “energy squeeze,” clap, wave, or melodramatic gestures sent around the circle.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring


	N/A 

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary
	N/A

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
	N/A

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 40 minutes)
	Perform melodrama play twice (each cast performs once).  Technical team members support each other and the actors with common goal of successful performances for chosen audience(s).

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Compare and contrast American Musical Theatre with American Melodrama.




Connections/Extensions:   Language Art, Social Studies, American History, problem-solving and communication skills   
Teacher Task:  Discuss with students their experiences working in a theatre company.  What did they learn?  Would they do anything differently if given another chance?  Would they choose a different job to be responsible for? Why? Why not? Pair/share, then open up for whole group discussion.

PERFORMANCE TASK ORGANIZER

Grade Five Module Four
Play Title ______________________________________________________

Setting ________________________________________________________

Cast List:

Director ________________________________________________________

Stage Manager __________________________________________________

Stage Crew

Prop Crew

Costume Crew

Sound Effects/Music

PLOT OUTLINE

Problem

Heightened Problem

Solution to Problem

SCORING TOOL

Performance Task

Grade Five Module Four

	STUDENTS
	COLLABO-RATION
	ID OF TYPES OF THEATRE
	ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


