LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.
Sample Lesson # ONE                                                         UNDERSTANDING MYTHS (Part 1)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story, or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the 5 W’s.

Student Objective: Improvise a myth and understand its structure and purpose. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, Nature Myth: Why the Evergreen Trees Keep Their Leaves in Winter, Music, pictures of various trees

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Body: Enclosed Space: One person “A” makes an “enclosed space” with two body parts, e.g. fingertip to fingertip to make a large circle with arms. “B” then makes an enclosed space through “A”’s enclosed space; e.g. he puts one arm through “A”’s circle, then he touches that arm to his nose. “A” steps out and puts one arm through “B”’s enclosed space and then touches his knee. “B” steps out, puts his two legs around “A”’s knee, etc. Continue.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	Voice: Pair Share: Tell your partner a real story about a tree, either something that happened to you, something you saw, or something you know about. A few people share partner’s story to the class.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: Theatre: Character, Objective, Motivation; Science: Broad leaf Tree: trees that lose their leaves in fall; Needle leaf: trees that keep their leaves (Show pictures of willow, birch, oak, evergreen trees); Literature: Nature Myth: story told to explain a natural phenomena
3. Discuss: How might earlier civilizations explain stars?

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 25 minutes)
	Playing of scenes from story:

1. Story tell or read: Why Evergreen Trees Keep Their Leaves in Winter.

2. List characters, in order of appearance, on the board.

3. In pairs, grow into willow, birch, oak and evergreen trees (and have each tree say a line of dialogue), bird, Frost King, North Wind.

4. A/B pairs: Review WHY each tree won’t let the bird winter on its branches (motivation).

Bird: May I winter on your branch? Birch tree: We have our own birds to help. Oak tree: spring is too far, you might eat some of my acorns. Willow tree: Willows never talk to strangers. Spruce tree: I can help; you can live on my branches. Frost King/Wind: May I touch every tree? Voice: No, only the trees who were not kind to the bird.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This will take place in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: How were they able to create the characters and setting?

2. Journal: Do a sequence (flow) map of the plot of the story.




Connections/Extensions: Science/Myth      Teacher Task: Review sequence (flow) map. 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # TWO
                                                          UNDERSTANDING MYTHS (Part 2)
   




Grade: 2  
Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story, or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the 5 W’s.

Student Objective: Dramatize a story with an awareness of who, what, where, when, why and understand characteristics of myth.
Resource Materials: Nametags, Nature Myth: Why the Evergreen Trees Keep Their Leaves in Winter, Music, pictures of various trees

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Voice: Tongue twister: The lips, the teeth, the tip of the tongue.



	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	Body & Imagination: Walkabouts: In various settings as characters from the story.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Students share flow (sequence) map assignment from last week’s journal.

2. Vocabulary Review: Character, Setting, Plot, Myth


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This was done in Part 1.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 25 minutes)
	Playing of entire story for the class:

1. In groups of 7-9, the students select roles.

2. Each group practice the entire story at the same time.

3. Create a criteria chart for successful performing (e.g. speak loud enough, face audience, stay in character, focus on the scene) or use one created previously.

4. Each group performs for the rest of the class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Using the criteria chart, discuss what each group did well.

2. Journal: If you were creating a myth to explain how something began, what topic would you choose? Why does it interest you?


Connections/Extensions: Science, Nature Myths
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter class as a character from the myth they described in their journals.  

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # THREE                                                          CREATION MYTHS (Part 1)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 3.1 Identify theatre and storytelling forms from different cultures.

Student Objective: Understand elements of creation myths and compare some from different cultures. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, Suggested Creation Myths: African Bushmen Creation Myth (Africa), Origin of the Ocean (Colombia & Venezuela), The Coming of Earth (Cherokee

U.S.), The Earth on Turtle’s Back (Onondaga-U.S.), Spider Ananse Finds Something (West Africa), double bubble maps, Common Elements of Creation Myths

	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from the myth they described in their journals.

2. Body & Voice: Begin as drama seed, grow into characters from selected myths, develop character walk, add character voice to respond to selected problems or questions related to myth.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Imagination: Create tableaux of elements of nature from selected myths. Suggestions: Earth emerging from water, huge waves cresting, Sun setting in the sky, enormous spreading tree, Sun and Moon exchanging places in the sky

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: tableau(x), exaggerate

3. Context: Common elements of Creation Myths

	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Storytell one myth, including cultural background.

2. Improvise several situations.

3. Repeat with second myth.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This will take place in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: How were the myths similar and different? How did they include cultural references? Identify common elements of creation myths.
2. Journal: Do a sequence (flow) map of the beginning, middle, end of one myth. AND Do a double bubble map comparing the myths.


Connections/Extensions: Science/Myth      

Teacher Task: Review sequence (flow) map and double bubble map. For next lesson, teacher will have students enter as a character from one of the creation myths. 

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # FOUR
                                                             CREATION MYTHS (Part 2)
   




Grade: 2  
Standard: 3.1 Identify theatre and storytelling forms from different cultures.

Student Objective: Understand elements of creation myths and compare some from different cultures. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, Suggested Creation Myths: African Bushmen Creation Myth (Africa), Origin of the Ocean (Colombia & Venezuela), The Coming of Earth (Cherokee-U.S.), The Earth on Turtle’s Back (Onondaga-U.S.), Spider Ananse Finds Something (West Africa), double bubble maps

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from one of last lesson’s myths.
2. Imagination & Voice: Divided in half, standing far away from one another, each student projects a line based on one of the myths.


	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	Body: Pass the Movement: In a circle one player starts a movement, others copy. Each player transforms it as it is passed. Use exaggerated gestures.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Students share flow (sequence) map and double bubble map assignment from last week’s journal.

2. Vocabulary: tableau, exaggerate, transform


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This was done in Part 1.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 25 minutes)
	Tableaux: In small groups, create tableaux for beginning, middle and end of one of the myths. Share.

Transformation: Develop exaggerated movement to transform (transition) from one tableau to the next. Rehearse. Share.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Using a criteria chart, discuss what each group did well.

2. Journal: What is something in nature that you would like to understand? What do you want to know about it?


Connections/Extensions: Science, Nature Myths
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter class with some type of exaggerated movement. Read the Myth, How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun, to your students in advance.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # FIVE                                                             NATURE MYTHS (Part 1)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the five Ws.
Student Objective: Read, explore and improvise a nature myth. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, animal pictures, globe, sun, animal cards, myth: How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter with an exaggerated movement. Transform them into a spider spinning and following along a web into a circle. Transform into people and exaggerate and expand circle pulling on the web. Use exaggeration.

2. Body: Begin as drama seed, grow into earth, bear (honey/bee), fox (searching for food/find something nasty), possum (washing food/playing dead), grandmother spider (weaving a bag).

3. Voice: Chant a rhythm from the myth. Call and response. “When the Earth was first made, there was no light. It was dark, dark as night.” Use various animal voices.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Imagination: Walkabout: Students choose one animal from above and move in darkness (lights off); see the sun (lights on), react and try to steal a piece of the sun. Call specific animals to steal sun; others are frozen.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: myth, exaggerate, walkabout, improvisation, objective, motivation


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Review myth using globe, animal pictures. Use student knowledge.

2. A/B Improvisation: 

        1. A (bear) wants possum to steal the sun/B (possum) wants bear to steal the sun; share resolutions.

        2. A (fox) wants to keep the sun for himself/B (possum) wants the sun to be shared with all; switch.

        3. A (spider) wants to direct where the sun is placed/B (buzzard) wants to quickly place hot sun in the sky

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This will take place in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: In what ways did improvising from the myth make the characters more human? How do actors portray animal characters with believability?
2. Journal: Create a flow map of the story points of the myth: beginning, middle, end. List characters that appear in each story point.


Connections/Extensions: Nature myths in science; writing skills      

Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will create & bring one flow map from students’ ideas that establishes beginning, middle, end. Have students enter as one of the animals from the myth.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # SIX                                                                NATURE MYTHS (Part 2)
   




Grade: 2  
Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the five Ws.
Student Objective: Explore tableau and use it to retell a myth. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, animal pictures, globe, sun, animal cards, myth: How Grandmother Spider Stole the Sun
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as one of the animal characters, surround the globe freeze; one half of circle is in darkness, other is in light; switch. Encourage dialogue.


	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	Plot: Go over Flow map with beginning, middle, end.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share character lists for each item in flow chart.
2. Vocabulary: tableau, plot, improvisation


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This was done in Part 1.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 30 minutes)
	Tableaux: Place students in three groups and give each a character card. Create beginning tableau by calling characters individually and they enter and freeze as tableau continues to be built. Repeat for middle and end. Rehearse.

Share: Each group presents three tableaux in sequence.
Combine: If students are ready, begin in first tableau, improvise stealing the sun, form middle tableau, improvise keeping or sharing sun, improvise where sun is to be placed, form end tableau.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Using a criteria chart, discuss what each group did well. Why were nature myths created?
2. Journal: If you were to create your own nature myth, what question would it answer? What characters would be needed?


Connections/Extensions: Nature myths in science; writing skills
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter class carrying the “sun” in some creative manner. 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # SEVEN                                                            CYCLICAL MYTHS (Part 1)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 3.1 Identify theatre and storytelling forms from different cultures.
Student Objective: Analyze and recreate cyclical myths from various cultures. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, pictures, myths: The Moon and Frog Old Woman (Maidu Indian), Nanabozho Brings the Seasons (US & Canada), The Wrath of

March (Italy), First People: Children of the Macaques (China), The Caprice of Heron & Crane (Russia), The Sun and the Moon (Cuba), Moon and Sun

(Republic of Benin); Sun, Life, Wind, Death (Marshall Islands), Gluscabi and the Wind Eagle (US), Spring Defeats Winter (US), The Origin of Death (US &

Canada)
	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter carrying the “sun” in some creative manner.

2. Body & Imagination: From a drama seed, grow through the various stages of a natural cycle. Select from myths being used.
3. Voice: Chant a rhythm or create a sound collage from a myth being used.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Walkabout: Select and explore movements to show a sequential process such as rhythm of the tide, exchange of appearance of sun and moon, moon’s changing appearance, trees through the seasons. Add sounds when appropriate.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: myth, nature cycle, walkabout, improvisation, objective, motivation


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Introduce/storytell two or more cyclical myths from different cultures.

2. Context: Use a double bubble map to compare and contrast myths.


	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This will take place in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What are the common elements in a cyclical myth? How did the elements differ depending on the culture?
2. Journal: Create a flow map of the story points of one of the myths that you would like to dramatize.


Connections/Extensions: Cycles, sequence, writing skills      

Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students bring flow maps of myths to be dramatized; place students in groups according to number of characters needed.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # EIGHT
                                                            CYCLICAL MYTHS (Part 2)
   




Grade: 2  
Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the five Ws.
Student Objective: Dramatize a cyclical myth from a specific culture. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, myths: The Moon and Frog Old Woman (Maidu Indian), Nanabozho Brings the Seasons (US & Canada), The Wrath of March (Italy),

First People: Children of the Macaques (China), The Caprice of Heron & Crane (Russia), The Sun and the Moon (Cuba), Moon and Sun (Republic of Benin);
Sun, Life, Wind, Death (Marshall Islands), Gluscabi and the Wind Eagle (US), Spring Defeats Winter (US), The Origin of Death (US & Canada)
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from their chosen myth.


	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 5 minutes)
	Plot: Go over Flow map with beginning, middle, end.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share character lists for each item in flow chart.
2. Vocabulary: plot, improvisation


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This was done in Part 1.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 30 minutes)
	Dramatization: In groups students cast and rehearse myths. Establish criteria for performance. Share myths.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Using a criteria chart, discuss what each group did well. How was the cycle presented?
2. Journal: If you were to create your own myth, what type would it be? What would be the subject of the myth? Why is this subject important to you?


Connections/Extensions: Nature myths in science; writing skills
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter class and pantomime a nature cycle. 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # NINE                                                        CREATE ORIGINAL MYTH (Part 1)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills in dramatizing a story, a current event, or a concept from another subject area.
Student Objective: Create and rehearse an original nature myth. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, Myth Structure Chart

	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from their original myth ideas.

2. Body & Imagination: Pantomime activities from original myth ideas.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Select: From student journal ideas, select one subject for a group original myth. Complete a Myth Structure Chart.

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: myth, character, setting, plot, improvisation, tableau


	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Setting: Using pantomime and sound collage, experiment with establishing the setting with emphasis on detail and the five senses.

2. Character: Develop character walks and activities for the characters listed; cast roles for the myth.



	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Do an initial staging of the myth and encourage modifications and improvising as students work.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What still needs to be done to dramatize the myth for an audience?
2. Journal: Describe the character you are playing. What is your character’s objective in the myth?


Connections/Extensions: Myth, sequence, writing skills      

Teacher Task: Provide rehearsal time.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: People have always told stories to explain things.

Sample Lesson # TEN                                                          CREATE ORIGINAL MYTH (Part 2)
   




Grade: 2 

Standard: 5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills in dramatizing a story, a current event, or a concept from another subject area.
Student Objective: Rehearse the original nature myth. 

Resource Materials: Nametags, music, props and/or costume pieces for the myth, stage direction charts 

	Opening                                                                                Phase
	Gathering/

Warm-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as the characters from their original myth.

2. Body: Stretches to music used for myth.

3. Voice: Tongue Twisters and call and response over distance for projection.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

 (Suggested 10 minutes)
	Blocking: Move to various stage areas in response to director’s prompting. 

	
	Review/Preview/

Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: 2-3 students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: myth, character, setting, plot, improvisation, tableau, blocking



	
	Improvising/

Inventing

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Continue staging, rehearsing, and planning technical elements for myth.



	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Do a run through to assess progress. Move to technical and dress rehearsals as ready.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What still needs to be done to dramatize the myth for an audience? List criteria for a good performance.

2. Journal: What can you work on to make your performance better? Are you meeting all of the criteria? Are there any you need to practice?


Connections/Extensions: Myth, sequence, writing skills      

Teacher Task: Provide rehearsal time.

