LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundational Skills: Actors use theatre strategies to create character.


            SAMPLE PERFORMANCE TASK                                                              Grade: 4
Performance Task: Working with a partner, choose two characters from a familiar story. Create a “new” scene to perform through improvisation. Demonstrate the emotional traits of your character through gesture and action. NOTE: A “new” scene is one not originally written but that could have happened in the story.   

Standard: 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as plot, conflict, climax, resolution, tone, objectives, motivation, and stock characters, to describe                                                                                                                                                     
                    Theatrical experiences.

              1.2 Identify a character’s objectives and motivations to explain that character’s behavior.

              2.1 Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through gesture and action.
Student Objective: Complete Performance Task.
Resources / Materials: name tags, music, selected stories, scoring tools, performance task organizers
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(10 minutes)
	1. Body and Imagination: Walkabout as character. Simple stretches.
2. Voice: Tongue twisters using character voice.

	Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(0 minutes)


	Completed prior to this session.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(0 minutes)
	n/a

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(0 minutes)
	Completed prior to this session.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(10 minutes)
	Present “new” scenes.

	
	Reflecting/Journal Prompt

(5 minutes)
	Journal: Describe how you established your character. If you did your scene again, explain several ways you could improve your work.



Connections/Extensions: Mythology
SCORING TOOL
GRADE FOUR – MODULE ONE

Performance Task
	STUDENT
	Objective & Motivation
	Behavior Understanding
	Character Development
	Movement & Gestures
	Voice
	“New” Scene

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


PERFORMANCE TASK ORGANIZER

GRADE FOUR – MODULE ONE

Actor’s Name _____________________________________________   Character’s Name ___________________________________________
Partner’s Name ___________________________________________   Partner’s Character’s Name __________________________________
Title of familiar story ________________________________________________   Author __________________________________________
What is actually happening in the story right before your “new” scene? ______________________________________________________
What is actually happening in the story right after your “new” scene? ________________________________________________________
List at least FIVE adjectives that describe your character. ___________________________________________________________________
What is your character’s objective in your scene? ___________________________________________________________________________

What is your character’s motivation in your scene? ___________________________________________________________________________

What is the setting of your scene? __________________________________________________________________________________________

What are some types of gestures that your character uses in the scene? _______________________________________________________

How does your character feel about the other character in your scene? _______________________________________________________

