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BRINGING DEPTH TO YOUR WORK

These books are windows into a way of teaching theatre that tackles the big subjects. Some of them, like INTO THE STORY, will give you a fairly step-by-step script that will ease you into a non-performance-based use of theatre education. 
1. INTO THE STORY: Language in Action Through Drama by Carole Miller and Juliana Saxton. A must-have! Get the story books that go with it too. This is really an instructional guide for drama education. It, as I said in the intro, eases you into a deeper way of teaching that can be very rewarding for you and the students. 

2. DRAMA. NARRATIVE AND MORAL EDUCATION by Joe Winston. This takes stories we all know and leads the teacher to exploring the more important and complex themes of the stories using drama strategies. It helps you understand how to structure your own lessons and your own stories so that the students have realizations of the larger moral issues on their own. 

3. STRUCTURING DRAMA WORK by Jonothan Neelands & Tony Goode. Neelands is one of the masters. This handbook describes lots of strategies. Each page describes a different drama strategy: how to use it, when to use it, how to tailor it for your needs. Strategies like “teacher in role” and “hot seat” and “voices in the head.” It’s a toolbox of great ways to use drama beyond pantomime, improvisation and tableau. There’s a whole world out there, and it’s a blast to explore it. 

4. ASKING BETTER QUESTIONS by Norah Morgan and Juliana Saxton. If your reflection time with the students seems a little less than thrilling, this book is for you. Asking the questions that spark our students’ minds and creativity is crucial to the work we do. This is an easy read and a great reference.
5. DRAMA LESSONS for 5-11 YEAR OLDS, DRAMA LESSONS FOR 7-11 YEAR OLDS and DRAMA LESSONS for 4-7 by Judith Ackroyd and Jo Barter-Boulton. This guides you into a world of surprise and discovery for the children. The one for the smallest children is great for TK and PreKs.

6. Create Story Theatre From Folktales, Fairytales, Fables, Myths And Legends Through Improvisation: A Handbook by Dr. Donald Malmgren is a step-by-step handbook on how to take a story and bring it to life.
7. CREATIVE DRAMA IN THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND by Nellie McCaslin. Go straight to the handbook on how to present material in a creative drama classroom.
8. Child Drama in Action: A Practical Manual for Teachers by Billi Tyas and Garry Hamilton. This is a 1970s scripted dramatic play down to what music to use and when to use it. Great resource. 
9. 100+ IDEAS FOR DRAMA (there's a second book too) by Anna Scher & Charles Verrall. This is an awesome book of quick activities broken into character, setting, pantomime, and improv. It’s British. 
10.  BRIAN WAY was a pioneer in the drama education field in England. He wrote all sorts of teacher-led narration of sound stories that are really good for the pre K and K and up to 2nd graders.
11. USING FOLKTALES by Eric K. Taylor is a comprehensive examining of using folktales as a basis for lessons. Excellent examples.
12. Drama of Color: Improvisation with Multiethnic Folklore by Johnny Saldana. These are excellent stories that are broken down with activities. 
13. Improvisation with Favorite Tales: Integrating Drama into the Reading/Writing Classroom by Ruth Beall Heinig. These are thematic units based on quality literature. Clear directions make it possible to use even if the student has not read the literature. 

DRAMA EDUCATION THEORY

If you want to know the why and the wherefore of the work and really be able to create deep creative lessons and units on your own, you have to understand the theory behind the work. Here are some great theory books by the masters in the field.

1. Anything by DOROTHY HEATHCOTE. Go online and see if you can find some video of her doing her work. It’s breathtaking.

2. DEVELOPMENT THROUGH DRAMA by Brian Way

3. Improvisation for the Theater: A Handbook of Teaching and Directing Techniques by Viola Spolin
4. With Drama in Mind: Real Learning in Imagined Worlds by Patrice Baldwin. This is a GREAT resource for you if you want to be able to articulate WHY we NEED drama in the classroom. It talks about neuroscience and social justice. It’s easy to read and fascinating. You’ll feel better about the important job you are doing and be inspired to become an expert at it. 
5. Structuring Drama Work: 100 Key Conventions for Theatre and Drama by Jonothan Neelands & Tony Goode. Anything by Neelands is fantastic.

IMPROVISATION – If you realize that you’re teaching Improv but really don’t know how to do it, here are some great resources. 

1. 101 Improv Games for Children and Adults by Bob Bedore. It’s just what it says. Lots of games that you can tailor to fit your warm up or the story or lesson you are doing that day. 

2. 3.
Improvisation for the Theater: A Handbook of Teaching and Directing Techniques by Viola Spolin
3. THE YOUNG ACTOR’S BOOK OF IMPROVISATION by Sandra Caruso and Susan Kosoff
4. Improvisation with Favorite Tales: Integrating Drama into the Reading/Writing Classroom by Ruth Beall Heinig

5. Theatre Games for Young Performers: Improvisations and Exercises for Developing Acting Skills by Maria Novelly. These are imaginative and easy-to-follow exercises in pantomime, voice and improvisational acting. 
6. CREATIVE DRAMA IN THE CLASSROOM AND BEYOND by Nellie McCaslin is an extremely practical HOW-TO book covering all aspects of drama in the elementary classroom: poetry, masks, puppets, pantomime, improvisation, and the dramatization of folk tales, with concrete examples and suggestions. 
7. 175 Theatre Games: Warm-up Exercises for Actors by Nancy Hurley
STORY BOOKS AND STORY RESOURCES

Beret says, “I suggest every teacher invest in (or simply get) a couple of anthologies of folktales, myths and legends.”


1. TIME FOR FAIRY TALES by May Hill Arbuthnot
2. PETE SEEGER’S STORYTELLING BOOK

3. STORIES TO DRAMATIZE by Winifred Ward

5. The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales by Virginia Hamilton

6. If You're Happy And You Know It, Clap Your Hands! by David Carter. Never fails to focus younger kids, calm them down and get them back on task. Figures move when flaps are pulled.

7. THE DOT by Peter H Reynolds and ISH by Peter H Reynolds. Great for all ages about fear and perfectionism.

8. HAPPY BIRTHDAY, MOON by Frank Asch. This is a call-and-response story dealing with echo - TK thru 1st. It covers lots of feelings. The illustrator has drawn terrific pictures depicting an array of human emotions. Great sense memory work for lower grades!

9. America the Beautiful: A Pop-up Book by Robert Sabuda. This is a beautiful pop-up book for all ages depicting American history.

10. The Neighborhood Mother Goose by Nina Crews. This book has real, urban down-to-earth pictures to accompany Mother Goose Nursery Rhymes. TK-2nd.

11. SENSES AT THE SEASHORE by Shelley Rotner. It’s another terrific picture book to accompany sense-memory work. 1st – 4th. 

12. Waddle!: A Scanimation Picture Book by Rufus Butler Seder. This book has pictures that move when you open the book--great for setting walkabouts K to – 2nd
13. Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 3: Planet of the Pies by Judi Barrett & Isidre Mones. Use this book when teaching pantomime. Students can explore their emotions and imaginations retelling this story. 


14. Frog and Toad Together by Arnold Lobel. Students in 1st grade can use pantomime to retell the story and explore the theme of friendship

.

15. MUFARO’S BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS by John Steptoe and THE TALKING EGGS by Robert D. San Souci & Jerry Pinkney. Use these stories to make comparisons of their universal characters. The first is from Zimbabwe and the second from New Orleans. 

16. THREE BILLY GOATS GRUFF by Janet Stevens

17. The Last Wild Witch: An Eco-Fable for Kids and Other Free Spirits by Starhawk and Lindy Kehoe. This is a good jumping-off place for lessons about the environment. 

TRY THE FOLLOWING WITH ILLUSTRATIONS BY JERRY PINKNEY
THE GRASSHOPPER & THE ANTS

TORTOISE & THE HARE

THREE BILLY GOATS GRUFF
THE LION AND THE MOUSE

ANY OF THE GERALD MCDERMOTT Trickster Tales:
Pig-Boy: A Trickster Tale from Hawai'i
Jabutí the Tortoise: A Trickster Tale from the Amazon
COYOTE - Trickster Tale from the American Southwest

Monkey: A Trickster Tale from India
Zomo the Rabbit: A Trickster Tale from West Africa
PERFORMANCE

Shakespeare in the Classroom: Plays for the Intermediate Grades by Albert Cullum. This book makes Shakespeare easily accessible for 4th through 8th graders. Simplified scripts for Hamlet, MacBeth and Romeo and Juliet do not lose the rhythm of the Shakespearean language. There are vocabulary lists and suggestions for staging for each scene. 
Bravo, Zan Angelo!: A Commedia dell'Arte Tale by Niki Daly. This is a children’s book that introduces the characters from Commedia dell-Arte in a delightful story.

Playing Commedia: A Training Guide to Commedia Techniques by Barry Grantham. This offers a practical guide to the skills, characters and history of Commedia dell-Arte through graded games and illustrated exercises.

ONLINE RESOURCES

Education Closet at: 
https://educationcloset.com/arts-integration-lessons
ARTSEDGE is an education program of THE KENNEDY CENTER: 
https://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/educators.aspx 
Center Theatre Group’s Educator Resources:

https://www.centertheatregroup.org/programs/students-and-educators/educator-programs/
PAGE  
1

