 LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:     VISUAL ARTS    

Grade Level Focus: Art Expreses Ideas

How does art express ideas?

Module #3 


Art in the Communities of Los Angeles 

Enduring Understanding
Artists express ideas within their communities

Standard(s)
Essential

3.1 Explain how artists use their work to share experiences or communicate ideas.


Supporting
5.4 Discuss artists in the community who create different kinds of art (e.g., prints, ceramics, paintings, sculpture).


Spiral

3.1 Explain how artists use their work to share experiences or communicate ideas.
Performance Task
Decide on an area in your own community to place an artwork you have created. If time allows, create an 

illustration depicting the artwork in the chosen setting.

As a group, review the artworks displayed in the different communities of Los Angeles. 

Place the images in the correct communities on the map.





Scoring Tool:

Created an artwork that reflects their community

Explained the idea behind the artwork

Essential Questions:

What is a community?

What do artists in the various communities of Los Angeles do?

	Knowledge
	Skills

	· Community

· Public art

· Mosaic
· Purpose/function
· Memorial
	· Sculpt

· Build

· Design

· Collaboration

· Construction


Connections: 
Math – line/shape/form vocabulary

Extensions:
Field Trip to Watts Towers; learn song “Castle in My City” in book w/ the same name by Patty Zeitlin
Differentiation:    (CRRE)     Have students think about any towers they’ve seen in their own neighborhoods. Are those towers works of art? 

     Have they seen other public sculptures in their own communities? If yes, how do their designs compare to those?
(SP ED) / (EL)    If possible, begin lesson with a field trip to Watts Towers so students can experience them firsthand before making their own art.


Provide visuals for each vocabulary word, including the different kinds of lines, shapes, and forms that could be used in their designs.
Sequence of instruction:

Grade 2   Module#3     Lesson 1  of  5  

Objective: Students will view and discuss what a community is. Students will view and explore types of art artists make for communities.

Materials: art prints of at least 5 different types of communities/places, 4 examples of art works designed for a community in different media. Student 

      Journals, white board or chart paper, overhead projector.

INTRODUCTION LESSON
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(10 minutes)
	We live a big city, with many different parts/areas. What are they? [i.e. beaches(Venice), valley(Pacoima or Sherman Oaks), Downtown etc. Explain to students that when we belong to an area it becomes a community. What do we do in our community? What makes it special? Explain to students that artists make art for the communities we live in. 

	     Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(10 minutes)
	 Ask students to think-pair-share ideas and write a list of places they have seen art in their community and what it was. Record on the board student responses on a visual thinking map. If it was inside where was it, if it was outside where was. 

	
	Demonstration

(10 minutes)
	Display some images of places where there is public art. Have the students think-pair-share about the images they see. With a visual thinking map, chart responses.

	
	Creative Expression

(15 minutes)
	Have the students work in pairs to brainstorm ideas for what some of these works were for (memorial, celebratory, decoration,…) What kind of art was it? (ie. Sculpture, architecture, murals, paintings, etc.) For whom? Why that place? How did the artist decide what to make? Why?

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(5-10 minutes)

	Have the students write in their journals of a place they would like to see art in their community. 


Grade  2   Module#3   Lesson 2 of 5

Objectives: Students will design a 2D building where the shape of the building relates to its purpose.

Vocabulary: Design, architecture, building, community and purpose
Materials: 9x12 white drawing paper, pencils, erasers, oil pastels, watercolor paints, brushes and water cups.

Performance Task: Does your buildings shape relate to its purpose? How?

ARCHITECTURE 
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(5 minutes)
	Show students images of “Tail of the Pup” and “Randy’s Donuts”.

Ask students “ How does the shape of the building help you to guess the purpose of the building?’ 

	   Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

( 15  minutes)
	Discuss the design of these buildings and other “Giant object” buildings.

What does the design of these building tell you about the needs of the community?

What are the needs of our community?

What type of building could they design for their community that shows its purpose?



	
	Demonstration

(   5 minutes)
	Demonstrate to the students how to draw a 2D “Giant Object” building with oil pastels and watercolor wash.

	
	Creative Expression

( 20 minutes)
	Independently students will draw a “Giant Object” building that reflects the services performed or looks like the objects it sells.  

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(  5 minutes)

	In pairs students will speculate the purpose of their partners’ building.


Grade 2   Module#3     Lesson 3 of 5
Objective: Students will learn about artist Simon Rodia’s Watts Towers and will create their own 3-D tower-like sculptures.
Materials: art prints/transparencies of Watts Towers, The Wonderful Towers of Watts by Patricia Zelver, Miscellaneous materials for building and 

       decorating 3-D tower structures (i.e. pipe cleaners, Twisteez craft wire, straws, clay or Crayola Model Magic, objects to imprint designs 

       into clay or Model Magic, toilet paper rolls, paper cups, beads, markers, etc.); glue; chipboard – 1 per students for a base
WATTS TOWERS (OUTSIDER ART)
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(2 minutes)
	Show students images of the Watts Towers. Ask them to describe what they see. What are they? What are they made of? Where might they be? Who might have made them?

	     Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(13-15 minutes)
	Read The Wonderful Towers of Watts by Patricia Zelver. Ask students questions either as you read or at the end of the story. Talk about the design and construction of the towers seen in the story. Ask students “How are the Watts Towers part of the larger community of Los Angeles?” “Could an artist design something for your neighborhood?” “Could YOU design something for your neighborhood?” “What might you design?”

	
	Demonstration

(5 minutes)
	Show students how to construct a 3-D tower-like structure out of available materials. Demonstrate how to attach different materials together and to the base (can be glued or poked through). Explain that the towers must be able to stand, either on their own or attached to the board.

	
	Creative Expression

(25 minutes)
	Have students visualize their design before beginning. How many towers would they like to create? Are they all the same size? Same materials? Have students work independently OR with a partner to create their 3-D tower sculptures. 

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(5 minutes)
	Have students describe their artwork to a partner. In their journals, have students write about a place in their own community where they would like to place their tower sculptures.


Grade  2   Module#3   Lesson 4 of 5
Objectives: The student will create an every day life object such as; vase, bottle, jar, trash can, etc., and demonstrate the use of lines, shapes and symmetry.
Materials: 9 x 12” White construction paper, pencils and erasers.

PUBLIC MOSAICS – Part 1
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(_5__minutes)
	Begin by explaining the elements of art and principles of design that we will use in our project.  The elements of art that will be used are lines, shapes and the principles of design will be symmetrical balance or bilateral symmetry. Then discuss the students’ knowledge about   What is a community? How artists are part of the community? What do artists in a community do? 

	   xploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(_10__minutes)
	Show the students some artwork depicting some communities. Show different kinds of art created by different artists in their community. Then talk about how artists express their ideas within their communities. 

Explain the students that sometimes mundane objects inspire artists to create art.

(Show transparency of  the  sculpture ; Spoonbridge and Cherry, by Claes Odenburg and Coosje Van Bruggen).  Ask questions such us: What do you see? What do you think this artist may have been trying to communicate about this artwork? How do you feel when you look at this sculpture. How would you feel if that sculpture was inside of your room? Do you think your room or your living room is an appropriate place to put the sculpture? Where would you place that sculpture and why?

What kinds of materials do you think artists use to create sculptures? 

	
	Demonstration

(__5_minutes)
	 Show the students how to make a symmetrical artifact  First, ask  the students to fold the paper in half, then draw half of an everyday life object  ( bottle, jar, vase,) the side of the folded  part and explain  that this object will be symmetrical.. Second, unfolded the paper and fold it forward and traced on the backside of the design. So, the ghost of the drawing will show. Then retrace the other half of the object. 

	
	Creative Expression

(__20_minutes)
	Students will decorate the object with different types of designs.

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection

(_10__minutes)
	Ask the students to pair-share explaining their art work..  Then, ask the students what did his/her partner say?


Objectives: The student will create a mosaic-like object 
Materials: Drawings of the first day, small squares of colored paper (approximately 1x1”), scissors, white glue, tempera brushes, Markers (assorted colors)

PUBLIC MOSAICS – Part 2
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(__5  minutes)
	Explain that the element of art that will be used is texture and the principle of design will be rhythm.

Show transparencies, posters or books about different kinds of mosaics from different times and places. Explain to the students that a mosaic is a design or a picture made up of small bits of colored glasses, stone, wood, marble, pottery, pebbles etc. Explain that the small bits are called tesserae which are set on mastic, cement or grout This basic technique of placing side by side the small bits setting on grout or cement remained unchanged since ancient times. Different cultures in different parts of the world have created mosaic such as; Mesopotamia, China, Greek, Roma, Pre-Colombian Central and South America. Show transparencies of murals and buildings and explain that nowadays, in Los Angeles we have different kinds of mosaics in different places, for example, Self-Help Graphics located in the community of East Los Angeles Gage and Cesar Chavez. SHG was an art center for many years it helped the artists and the community with material and facilities for printing their artwork and promoting them. Watts Towers, in some Metro link stations etc. 


	   xploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(_10__minutes)
	Show the students two different mosaics. Ask questions such as, What do you think might have given to this artists the ideas for that kind of imagery? How would you describe the mosaics? Which color and texture catch your attention first?  How would you describe the differences? What do they have in common? Would you like to decorate your house with mosaic? Why? 


	
	Demonstration

(__5_minutes)
	Tell the students that they will create visual texture by drawing little geometric shapes (squares, rectangles, triangles) inside of the object with one or different colored markers, placing the shapes close to each other leaving a tiny space in between. Then, show to the students how to create the background of their object by using collage. First, add enough glue and spread it out with a brush, then add the colored squares in that area placing them one by one close to each other leaving a little space without overlapping them. Tell students that if is necessary they need to cut the squares into smallest shapes to fit small areas of the background.


	
	Creative Expression

(__20_minutes)
	Students will choose the colors of their preferences, they may create patterns, they may use a variety of colors inside of their object. Students will use collage for the background of their object.

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection

(_10__minutes)

	Students will share their artwork and talk about the idea they are communicating and in what part of their community should be a good place to display their artwork.

Ask the students how do they feel about their artwork?



Grade  2   Module#3   Lesson 4 of 5
Objectives: Students will learn about collaborative art in a community by looking at wishing trees. Students will generate wishes for their community on self-made tags and display these wishes on a tree at their school.
Materials: tag board, scissors, pencil, tissue, glue stick, colored markers, string or yarn, branch or (better) a tree.
PUBLIC SCULPTURE / WISHING TREE PROJECT
	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(5 minutes)
	There are many places people gather together in communities. Can you name some? Why? In open spaces people often gather around trees. What ways can you think of that we use trees today (shade, wood, climbing, beauty, celebration, i.e. Christmas)? Often we even make trees a place for meeting others in the community. In many places (cultures) there was a community tree where people made wishes (hopes for the future, nonmaterial). What could make a tree like that makes it special? What could an artist do?

	   xploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

( 10  minutes)
	 Show the students some examples of wishing trees from different communities. Ask students to think-pair-share ideas of how the tree was changed by the community. Which wishing tree(s) artwork do they like best? If they could wish for something what would they wish for? What tree in their community would they use to display their wishes?

	
	Demonstration

( 10 minutes)
	Explain that like the other projects created, community art is finally a group effort. Each wish tag is important but even stronger when they are all hung together – just like we are in our community. Looking at different wish tags and what is written on them show students how to create a wish first and then select materials to embellish the wish tag to make it stand out. They can change the shape of the tag paper by cutting the sides, collage tissue paper on to it, and write their wish and other designs with marker. Show them how the hole will be made and put the yarn though it. Have all the materials out on table and demonstrate how to make a selection.

	
	Creative Expression

(  20 minutes)
	Have the students work in pairs to brainstorm ideas on a practice paper or in their journal of their community wish and the tag they will create to display it. Is it for the school? For friends? The environment? When they are comfortable with their idea allow them to come to the supply table to select the best media for their wish tag.  After all students have created their wish tags have the class select a tree at their school to display their work.

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

( 5 minutes)

	Have the students share out and write in their journals of what they hope people will think of their wishing tree and how it affect their community(school). 


Grade Level
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