  LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:     VISUAL ARTS    

Grade Level Focus: Art is a Reflection of Culture

How does art reflect culture?

Module # 1 


Symbolic Name Project
Enduring Understanding
Different cultures have various purposes for creating art.

Standard(s)
Essential

4.2 Compare the different purposes of a specific culture for creating art.


Supporting
2.7 Communicate values, opinions, or personal insights through an original work of art. 




5.2 Identify and design icons, logos, and other graphic devices as symbols for ideas and information.



*Review if needed
1.2 Identify and describe characteristics of representational, abstract, and nonrepresentational works of art.




1.3 Use their knowledge of all the elements of art to describe similarities and differences in works of art and in the environment.




2.2 Create gesture and contour observational drawings.
Performance Task
Using a culture you studied, choose 3 artworks and identify the purpose of each one (e.g. utilitarian, celebratory, religious, etc.).




Scoring Tool:





Identified the purposes of the artwork in their culture of study.





Compares the various purposes of artwork in their culture of study.





Describes intent in an original artwork.

Essential Questions:

What is culture?





What are different purposes for creating art?

	Knowledge
	Skills

	· Students will know the elements of art

· Students will begin to understand the relationship between a symbol and its purpose
	· Children will develop a variety of different techniques to create Value, Line Shape Form and Texture

· Students will be able to identify negative and positive space and the different categories of colors




Connections: 
Symbols exist in all disciplines: symbolism of numbers, letters, and pictures are in constant use in all subject disciplines.


Extensions: 
Review elements of art, and symbolism to create a dialog pertaining to purpose and function of other symbolic language. 
 
Differentiation:  
Children with special needs can do their initials instead of their whole name or they can also fill in the 6 blocks with the different elements depending on their disability.  In addition of course extended time allotment would be recommended. 

Sequence of instruction:

Grade 5   Module#1     Lesson 1- This could be considered review lesson which ties into the enduring understanding of this module at the same time.

Objective:  Review and understand the elements of art as well as the various purposes for symbols.

Materials:  Colored pencils, markers, chalk and oil pastels (all of these can be used or whatever materials are available)

Symbolic Name Exercise 

(This lesson takes at least 4 sessions to complete)

Session 1

	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(5-10 minutes)
	•Class is shown a variety of different symbols. ( Peace sign, various logos, initials, adinkra symbols ( West African symbols) Native American symbols, recycling symbol etc) 

	   Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(10 minutes)
	•Teacher leads a discussion as to the meaning and purpose of the symbols.  

What is the peace sign?  What is the purpose?  

•Purpose always contains a verb: Inspire inform elevate etc

	
	Demonstration

(10 minutes)
	•Teacher demonstrates how to fold paper ( so that it creates a paper with six sections), create a name made with block letters that is centered on the paper.

	
	Creative Expression

(10 minutes)
	•Students fold their paper and layout their name evenly with large block letters

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(5-10 minutes)

	•Students answer the following question: Discuss the purpose of a symbol you see everyday.  Make sure to use a verb when describing its purpose.


Grade  5  Module#1   Lesson 1

Objectives: 

Materials: Black thin markers and regular markers or crayons in primary and secondary colors, images of Bridget Riley
Session 2

(This session can cover both line and color but can be split into two lessons)

	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(5 minutes)
	•Teacher asks the class:

If you were a line what kind of line would you be?

If time permits-Answer the same question for color



	   Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

( 10  minutes)
	•Teacher shows a chart with all kinds of lines and names as well as an example of the work of Bridget Riley.  

•Children write in their journals what kind of line they would be and why. 

•(If needed, review color - share color wheel and chart and review primary and secondary colors.) 

	
	Demonstration

( 10  minutes)
	•Teacher demonstrates how to create a linear pattern

•(If needed, demonstrate use of color - Teacher uses markers to color in another panel with primary colors for the letters and secondary for the background)

	
	Creative Expression

(  20 minutes)
	•In one of the 6 panels that the children have created they create a linear pattern on the inside of whatever letter is in that panel and on the outside in the negative space.

•If time permits, Teacher shows how either the positive or negative shapes are going to be primary and secondary colors, and how they will be used in opposite areas

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(  5 minutes)

	•Children will put the names of elements in the back of the panels they were able to complete, and if time permits, comment in their journal on which element they feel has the greatest importance in artwork and why.


Objective:     Review shape and form  

Materials: 
Colored pencils and charcoal
Session 3

(This session covers shape and form but it can be split into two sessions if necessary)

	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(1 minute)
	•The students are shown a picture of a tennis ball and then an actual tennis ball

	   Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(10 minutes)
	•Teacher leads a discussion as to the difference between the two objects.  

•Teacher shows a variety of artworks that are both “Flat and Fat” objects and 2d pieces of artwork and explains the difference between real and implied form. (Implied form is created by understanding the relationship of light and form) 

•Teacher also explains that flat shapes can be categorized into geometric and organic varieties. 



	
	Demonstration

(10 minutes)
	•Teacher shows how shapes can be used to create patterns.  

•If time permits; teacher also demonstrates the next panel, which is to create form by establishing a light source.

	
	Creative Expression

(20 minutes)
	•Children use geometric or organic shapes in one of their remaining six panels.  One pattern on the positive and one pattern in the negative.

•If time permits, children can create form in one panel by establishing a light source on the letter and making it get progressively darker on one side with reflected light. (Use charcoal)

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(5 minutes)

	•The children write in their journals about the relationship between shape and form.


Objective: Review texture and value
Materials: Texture plates (or anything that you can do texture rubbings with) crayons and oil pastels, artwork from Durer, Ringold
Session 4

This session covers texture and value but again can be separated into two sessions if needed

	Opening

Phase
	Student Engagement

(5 minutes)
	•How do you know what peoples hair would feel like if you don’t touch it?

•Is everyone’s hair the same? (texture)

•If time permits, review value- line up a group of children using their clothes as a value scale going from dark to light.  (Blue usually works best it’s the most commonly worn color)

	   Exploring/Creating

      Phase 
	Aesthetic Exploration

(10 minutes)
	•Show various artworks with different hair textures. (Faith Ringgold, Albrecht Durer)

•How do we know that this hair would feel differently? 

•Make a circle map of adjectives to describe how they think the hair might feel. 

•Show them some real hair or fur and make a circle map of how it actually feels.  

•Discuss real and implied texture.

•If time (value)-Ask the children what all these children have in common.  Show them the work of Georgia O’ Keefe and explain the concept of value in art.

	
	Demonstration

(10 minutes)
	•Using the texture plates show how you can create a rubbing using both a light and dark hue.  One texture on the letter and one in the negative space.

•If time permits, demonstrate how to create value inside and outside on the letter panels by choosing a light medium and dark value of the same color and blending them.

	
	Creative Expression

(20 minutes)
	•Children create texture rubbings in the positive and negative space in one of the remaining panels 

•If time permits – Children create value using the oil pastels.

	   Reflection

  Phase   
	Reflection/Assessment

(10 minutes)

	•In this final reflection children write to the following prompt:

Choose a logo or symbol that you see every day, draw it in your journal.  

Explain its purpose and describe its appearance using the elements of art.


Grade Level





5
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