LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # ONE  
                                                                          CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT  


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.2 Use effective vocal expression, gesture, facial expression, and timing to create character.
Student Objective: Will practice a variety of methods used to develop characters.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, Pictures of characters: Harry Potter, Robin Hood, Mary Poppins, Junie B. Jones, Peter Pan
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as chosen character performing an activity.
2. Body: Create character statues (posture), develop a walk and gestures. Work simultaneously and individually using students’ character ideas.
3. Voice: Partners: As two selected characters who have never met, have a conversation to get to know one another using character voices.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	Imagination: Working individually and simultaneously, the objective is to read a book; change motivations: to help a young reader, to finish an assignment, to set up a new computer system, to discover the mystery; obstacle is sibling bothering you. Objective is to cook; change motivations: to surprise family, to try a new recipe, to satisfy extreme hunger; obstacle is that there isn’t much time.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.
2. Vocabulary: gesture, motivation, objective, obstacle
3. Discuss: Character development from outside (posture, gesture, walk, voice, timing) compared to inside (objective, motivation, feelings). Which method do you prefer?

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Character Development: Select one of the following characters: male – Harry Potter or Robin Hood; female – Marry Poppins or Junie B. Jones; either – Peter Pan. Develop character posture, walk gestures, voice, timing. Using the following objectives, students select their character’s motivation: Harry Potter – open a locked chest, Robin Hood – sneak into a castle, Mary Poppins – tell children a story, Junie B Jones – to eat someone else’s lunch, Peter Pan – to protect Wendy, John and Michael. Rehearse individually.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 15 minutes)
	Obstacle Improvisation: Select some students to portray character in situation created by others; students use selected motivation and objective from above. Harry Potter – large class is watching him with jealousy; Robin Hood – royals and guests are having a feast; Mary Poppins – at the park with many distractions; Junie B. Jones – in the cafeteria at school with lots of students around; Peter Pan – in the forest with the Pirates surrounding them

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: How were you able to portray the characters? How did you know what to do?
2. Homework: Observe different types of behaviors in people. Store information for use in future character development.


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will encourage students to continue observations and prepare them to enter class as one of the people they observed.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # TWO  
                                                                             USING OBSERVATIONS  


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context.
Student Objective: Will participate in a variety of observation activities and understand its importance to acting.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, books: Theatre Games for Young Performers by Maria C. Novelly, The Young Actor’s Book of Improvisation by Sandra Caruso, and Theatre Games for the Classroom by Viola Spolin, tray of about 12 objects, paper, pencils
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as observed character.

2. Warm Ups: Three Changes, Single File and Observation Game (Spolin)

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	1. Listening to the Environment: Focuses on detail (Spolin)

2. Imaginative Journey #2: Focuses on the five senses (Novelly)

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: sense memory, observation

3. Discuss: What does it mean to observe?

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Seeing a Sport: Recall: Focuses on five senses and sense memory (Spolin)

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 15 minutes)
	Small Group Improvisation:  Brings all aspects of observation and character together (Caruso)

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Why are Sense Memory and Observation necessary skills for an actor?




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, we will be using A Picture Book of Jesse Owens for our work. Review or read prior to class. Prepare students to enter as a character from the book.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # THREE  
                                                                      CHARACTER MONOLOGUES  


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context.
Student Objective: Will work together to understand, create and share monologues.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, books: Theatre Games for Young Performers by Maria C. Novelly, Theatre Games for the Classroom by Viola Spolin, A Picture Book of Jesse Owens by David A. Adler, sample monologues
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from the Jesse Owens book.

2. Warm Ups: Who Am I? (Spolin) Suggestions: librarian, movie star, shoe salesman, track coach

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	One Situation – Three Attitudes Scene (Novelly) Suggestions: preparing for a track meet, checking into a hotel, watching a parade

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: text, subtext, context (social, intellectual, emotional), point of view, monologue

3. Discuss: When using literature, you learn about a character four basic ways: what he says, what he does, what others say about him, and what is implied

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Groups: Write a short monologue with beginning, middle, and end that tells us something about Jesse Owens. Choose a character, point of view, setting, and audience for the monologue. Rehearse.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 10 minutes)
	Switch Groups:  Each student present monologue to rest of group.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: Describe what you think is necessary to create a successful monologue.

2. Homework: groups research the following: Incan civilization, archaeological dig site, procedures followed at a dig site


Connections/Extensions: History, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, have students work in groups to do research and bring findings to use.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # FOUR  
                                                                DEVELOPING MONOLOGUES (Part 1) 


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.3 Write and perform scenes or one-act plays that include monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types.
Student Objective: Will work together to understand, create and share monologues that reveal character.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, book: SRA Theatre Arts Connections, Character Adjective List
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter in research groups with results of their findings.

2. Warm Up: Each group plans and presents a brief enactment of the results of the research.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Read: Distribute copies of “Museum Announces Important Archaeological Find” and students read it silently. 
2. Character: List adjectives from the list that describe the character of Nadia.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journals: Three or four students share journals.



	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Groups: Form groups of three. Use notes and observations from research as well as reading to write a monologue for Nadia as she describes the events that happened to a good friend of hers. She should describe a problem she had to overcome during the excavation, such as the statue being lodged beneath a huge boulder. Students take turns reading the monologue to one another using emotional and sensory recall to develop characterizations of Nadia. Movement and speech is based on characterization. Revise as needed.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 0 minutes)
	This will be done in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Write a detailed description of Nadia and her discovery. Include details beyond those given in the article.




Connections/Extensions: History, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, supervise journal writing and have students bring journals to the next class.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # FIVE  
                                                                DEVELOPING MONOLOGUES (Part 2) 


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.3 Write and perform scenes or one-act plays that include monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types.
Student Objective: Will work together to understand, create and share monologues that reveal character.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, book: SRA Theatre Arts Connections, Character Adjective List
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter with journals in groups of three established in Part 1.

2. Warm Up: Read journal entries to group members. Form a tableau illustrating Nadia’s experience based on the writing in the three journals.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This was done in Part 1.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Journals: See above.

2. Vocabulary: analysis, evaluation, rubric, blocking

3. Evaluation: Make criteria chart for monologue presentation.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Rehearsal: Select one member of each group who will present monologue to class. Rehearse and encourage performer to move and speak as Nadia would so the audience will get a complete picture of the type of person the group thinks she is. Explore various ways to block performance.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 15 minutes)
	Share: Each group shares monologue.

Apply: Criteria established.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: If you revised your monologue, what changes would you make? Why?




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, have students select a book or story they enjoy and bring it to class.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module One: Foundation: We draw upon self-knowledge to create multi-dimensional characters.
Sample Lesson # THREE  
                                                                      CHARACTER MONOLOGUES  


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context.
Student Objective: Will work together to understand, create and share monologues.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, books: Theatre Games for Young Performers by Maria C. Novelly, Theatre Games for the Classroom by Viola Spolin, A Picture Book of Jesse Owens by David A. Adler, sample monologues
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter as a character from the Jesse Owens book.

2. Warm Ups: Who Am I? (Spolin) Suggestions: librarian, movie star, shoe salesman, track coach

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	One Situation – Three Attitudes Scene (Novelly) Suggestions: preparing for a track meet, checking into a hotel, watching a parade

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: text, subtext, context (social, intellectual, emotional), point of view, monologue

3. Discuss: When using literature, you learn about a character four basic ways: what he says, what he does, what others say about him, and what is implied

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Groups: Write a short monologue with beginning, middle, and end that tells us something about Jesse Owens. Choose a character, point of view, setting, and audience for the monologue. Rehearse.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 10 minutes)
	Switch Groups:  Each student present monologue to rest of group.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: Describe what you think is necessary to create a successful monologue.

2. Homework: groups research the following: Incan civilization, archaeological dig site, procedures followed at a dig site


Connections/Extensions: History, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, have students work in groups to do research and bring findings to use.

