LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # ONE   
                    

Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change: Ellis Island Portal to a New Life            
          Grade: 5 
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Student Objective: Will use improvisation to experience and understand Immigrants’ Ellis Island Experiences.

Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: Coming to America—Neil Diamond; Sail Away—Randy Newman, Pictures/testimonials from books: Immigrant Kids—Freedman; Island of Hope, Island of Tears—Brownstone; Ellis Island—Pamela Reeves; If Your Name was Changed at Ellis Island--Levine

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	1. Teacher has students enter silently as complete strangers to each other and to the school. 

2. Body and Imagination: With music playing and no verbal communication, continue as strangers while gathering in groups of four or five and do a gallery walk of realia and materials (photos and true experiences) from books.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Whole group sensory journey from homeland to ship, experiences in ship to arrival N.Y. Harbor, Examinations and Inspections at Ellis Island, destinations (detained, deported or freed to America. Teacher guides with sensory imagery.  No talking or touching. Still as strangers.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: Immigrant, , gibberish
2. Context: Discuss immigration including: Ellis Island, Statue of Liberty, adapting, traditions, detained, deported

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. A/B improvisation: scene from real life situation that sets up strange new challenges. Example:  A--new student in school (objective: to feel at home) B—popular student (objective: to exclude new student from game)  Switch/repeat

2. Improvise scene from “Ellis Island”: Example: A--immigrant child on ship wants to join in fun.  B—leader of group explains rules of game.  Problem:  A speaks/understand different language than children playing fun game. Use gibberish.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Ensemble of 4 (pair join another pair): Students are given 4 characters from Ellis Island experience with objectives. Students choose (or teacher assign) characters in scene. Conflict comes from different objectives. 
Example: Child wants to play; parent needs to answer inspector’s questions; Inspector needs answers; Interpreter wants to help communicate. use gibberish
Example: Dr. wants to check immigrant family for infectious disease; child needs to find bathroom; father wants to pass check up; mother wants to help child. use gibberish. 
Example: First class immigrant wants peace and quiet on deck; immigrant children want to sing; steerage immigrant parent wants to avoid fight

2. Improvise and rehearse scenes. 
3. Share if time allows.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Reasons for immigrants leaving home and coming to America.

2. Journal:  Why did many immigrants change their names at Ellis Island? How are you an immigrant or a descendant of an immigrant?  


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; empathy (Second Step); English Language Learners
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as a worker at Ellis Island. Pantomime actions.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Two   
                              

Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change: Ellis Island Portal to a New Life        
          


Grade: 5 
Standard: 5.1 Use theatrical skills to dramatize events and concepts from other curriculum areas, such as reenacting the signing of the Declaration of Independence in history—social science.

Student Objective: Will dramatize oral histories of immigrants who came to Ellis Island.

Resources / Materials: Name tags, Music: America—Neil Diamond; Sail Away—Randy Newman; This Land is Your Land –Woody Guthrie. Pictures/testimonials from books: Immigrant Kids— R. Freedman; I was Dreaming to Come to America—Veronica Lawlor, oral history passages
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	1. Teacher has students enter silently as a worker from Ellis Island--pantomiming actions worker could be doing on job.  

2. Body and Imagination: Workers continue with jobs under varying conditions: cold and windy, hot and humid, many people arriving all at once, tired and ready to go home

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Statues: Students find space bubbles and become statues of Ellis Is. worker characters.

2. Pantomime: Teacher points to one actor who comes alive and performs work activity (pantomime).  

3. Improvisation: Teacher asks character: “What do you do at Ellis Island?  Whom do you help?  Whys is your job important?” Actor responds verbally in character.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Share Journals—discuss Ellis Island facts and students’ impressions.
2. Vocabulary: Oral History. Empathy  Review: Tableaux

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Interview Technique Demo: Teacher-in-Role as Ellis Is. doctor or inspector, or ship captain interviews student as immigrant character coming through Ellis Island to America. (Choose character from Oral History passages).

2. A/B partners: Each pair receives one oral history passage from the book. A is the interviewer character, B is the immigrant.  Switch.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Ensemble of 4 (pair join another pair): Students choose one of the two possible oral histories.  One student narrates while other three create two tableaux expressing content/mood/feeling/meaning of the chosen oral history. 

2. Rehearse narration and tableaux (attention to transition between tableaux). 

3. Share 

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal:  Choose one of the immigrant characters you encountered today.  As your chosen Ellis Island worker, write up a report about that immigrant to your boss.


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; empathy (Second Step); ELD
Teacher Task:  For the next lesson, classroom and theatre teacher assume roles as Ellis Is. inspectors.  As each student enters from line, teacher/inspector asks name, then changes immigrant’s name to something else. 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Three 
                                  

Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change: Ellis Island Portal to a New Life: Annie Moore, the first immigrant through Ellis Island    
                                                 Grade: 5 
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Student Objective: Will improvise scenes from Dreaming of America, An Ellis Island Story.
Resources / Materials: Name tags, Music: Irish folk music, patriotic American music; Book: Dreaming of America, An Ellis Island Story by Eve Bunting, small American flags, noise makers, gold coin

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 4 minutes.) 
	1. Students enter as immigrants through Ellis Island.  Teachers demand names and then change them for entry into instructional space.  

2. Body and Imagination: As immigrant characters, students walkabout to Irish music as though they are shy and confused, impatient, feeling ill, hiding a secret.

3.  Voice:  Students take Irish blessing and say it in English, then in gibberish. “May your pockets be heavy and your heart be light. May good luck pursue you each morning and night.”

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1.  Whole Group: In circle students are given the phrase: “I feel lonely when…”or “I felt homesick when…”  Go around the circle and each fills in the blank.

2. Walkabout as passengers in steerage, experiencing terrific storm; feeling sick, tossed and thrown; as the first person to pass through Ellis Island Immigration center to America with these conditions: It is your fifteenth birthday, crowds are cheering, important people are shaking your hand, etc.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 4 minutes)
	1. Share Journals—Ellis Is. worker report
2. Vocabulary (review) Scene, dialogue, objective, motivation. Empathy, Steerage, First Class

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	1. Improvise: In groups of 3: Two children from steerage class are on deck of big ship. Each child wants to play a different game, Each speaks gibberish (they cannot understand each other’s language) as they try to convince the other to play his or her game. Player 3 is an adult, from First Class, speaking English and wants children to go away so he/she can have peace and quiet to read a book. Solve the problem.

2. Read story:  Dreaming of America, An Ellis Island Story.
3. Improvise: In groups of 3: In their cabin on the SS Nevada , Phillip wants to go back to Ireland (very homesick); Anthony wants to convince Phillip how wonderful America will be; Annie wants to console and comfort her little brothers so they can all attend and enjoy the formal dinner.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Whole Group Improvisation: Assign roles of Annie, Phillip, Anthony, Pushy Passenger, Mister Viktor, Col. Weber. Others are greeters on Ellis Island waving flags, cheering, throwing hats in the air, presenting gold coin, etc.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	1. Discuss:  What problems did Annie Moore, Phillip and Anthony encounter on the ship voyage to America? How did they deal with the problems?  Who helped them?
2. Journal:  Begin a research project:  find out from your own family: who came to America from another country? When did they come to America? This could be you, your parents, your grandparents, etc. Record your findings (use organizer or create your own way of recording person, relationship to you, where they came from, how long they have lived in the U.S.)


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; empathy (Second Step); ELD
Teacher Task:  Prepare students to enter theatre class as an immigrant entering Ellis Island. Each holds (pantomime) a precious object or article of clothing from their homeland. They cannot part with it.  
INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

THEATRE:  GRADE 5

MODULE TWO:  Stories in Action: Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

My Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Person being interviewed

Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Age: _________ 

Relation to me (self, parent, uncle, aunt, grandparent, friend, etc.) _______________________

1.  Where are you from originally?

2. Why did you move to the United Sates? 

3. Where do you live in the U.S. now?

4. What are you doing now? (job, in school, etc.)

5. Briefly describe your life in your native country. What was one important tradition/holiday/food?  What meaning did it have to you?
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

THEATRE  GRADE 5

6. What is your favorite American holiday or tradition?  Why?

7. Who is your best friend in the U.S. and how did you become friends?

8. What are your dreams for the future?

9. What advice would you give to new U.S. residents for successfully integrating into life in this country?

10. What would you suggest that American teachers, parents, and students do

to help them better understand newcomers?

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Four                  
Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change: Ellis Island Portal to a New Life: The Memory Coat 


Grade: 5 
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.

Student Objective: Work with a group to write an original ending and illustration for The Memory Coat.
Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: Russian/Jewish folk, Images of Jewish villages in Russia, Immigrant Realia (shawl, shoes, coat, etc), sketch paper and markers/pencils, Book: The Memory Coat, by Elvira Woodruff
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	1. Students enter with treasured object (or picture/drawing of) with which they cannot depart. Russian-Jewish music in background. They form whole group circle and place object next to them. 

2. Body, Imagination and Voice:   Using Yiddish term “Kibbud av v’em” (Keep quiet!), vocalize with various emotions, objectives, motivations. Use whole body to emphasize vocal expression.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Pair-share: Why treasured object is important, how they got it, what would make them give it up.  

2. Demo improvisation A: Does not want to part with precious object or clothing; B: wants A to give up the object. (make the stakes high—life or death.) (Examples: You have a dog you desperately love but he is old and sick. Your mother wants you to take him to the vet to put him to sleep, out of his misery.  You want to keep the dog. Or your parents don’t have enough money to pay rent.  You have a special gold coin which you could sell and help pay the rent.) A/B partners do improvisations. (simultaneously, whole group)

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Share Journals: results of research.
2. Vocabulary:  Shtetl, Yiddish, Cossacks, Chaos, Commotion

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 15  minutes)
	1. Read story:  The Memory Coat. Stop after: Suddenly, Rachel had an idea.. Students will create original ending.  What was Rachel’s solution?

2. In groups of 4-5:  Create an original ending to the problem (how to get Grisha to pass health inspection so family can go to America together.). Produce an illustration. (suggestion: one student illustrates while others act out the original ending).

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Groups share: Original endings and illustrations with class.  
2. Read: Reveal Rachel’s actual solution from the story.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal:  Continue working on personal research project:  

choose a story from a person you have interviewed about coming to America from another country.

Why would you choose that story to use as a theatrical presentation? 

2. Discuss:  Why was Grisha so attached to his coat? What were the problems in this story? How did Rachel’s idea solve more than one problem?


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; empathy (Second Step); ELD Visual Arts.
Teacher Task:  Have students enter in “family” groups of 3 or 4 as though they were sneaking secretly at night to the quay (docks)---escaping to America in small boats.   
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Stories in Action: Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson Five 
                                        

Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change: How Many Days to America  


Grade: 5                                                                                                                 

Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Standard: 1.2 Identify the structural elements of plot (exposition, complication, crisis, climax, and resolution) in a script or theatrical experience.

Student Objective: Work in ensemble group to create a tableau from an event in How Many Days to America.
Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: Caribbean music 
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 3 minutes.) 
	1. Students enter in “family” groups of 3 or 4 as though sneaking secretly at night to escape in boats to America.

2. Body: Whole group/circle warm up to Caribbean music. Movements from comfortable to uncomfortable to show contrasting feelings. (example: begin swinging movements in open field and gradually move to cramped area with uncomfortable temperature) 

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Pair-share: 1. a time with your family when you felt very afraid. What caused your fear?  How did it turn out? 2. a time when you felt welcomed into a strange and new place. (city, neighborhood, school, classroom, etc.).  3. a time when you helped make newcomers feel welcome.     

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Share Journals: (results of research).
2. Vocabulary: Quay Review: Tableaux, Structural Elements of story: Exposition, Complication, Crisis, Climax, Resolution

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 17  minutes)
	1. Small Group Improvisation:  A (head of family): wants them to hurry up and take only one change of clothing; B, C, D (mother and children): want to take many things with them. (Preparing to go to America)
2. read story: How Many Days to America?  A Thanksgiving Story by Eve Bunting.

3. Do a flow map of exposition, complication, crisis, climax and resolution from the story.

4. Small Groups: Assign one of the structural elements from the flow map to each group.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Small Groups create a tableau of their event in the story and bring it to life with 30 seconds of action and dialogue. End in tableau.  Enact each tableau in proper story sequence.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss:  Why did the family in this story leave their home to come to America?

2. Journal:  In this story, Thanksgiving was an important cultural celebration.  Describe an important cultural tradition that your family celebrates. Continue working on personal heritage stories.


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; empathy (Second Step); ELD
Teacher Task:  For next lesson, have students enter in groups of five. 
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Two: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson six                                                

Honoring Heritage and Adapting to Change:  The LOTUS SEED  




Grade: 5
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Standard: 2.2 Demonstrate the use of blocking…in dramatizations.

Standard: 3.2 Interpret how theatre and storytelling forms (past and present) of various cultural groups may reflect their beliefs and traditions.

Student Objective: Recreate theatrically the mood and style of a Vietnamese story.

Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: Vietnamese. Realia: Mother of Pearl comb, images of Vietnamese country and people, Lotus flower, seeds, silk pieces, ribbon; Book: The Lotus Seed by Sherry Garland, script for choral reading
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	As groups of 5 enter, each student receives a seed. Each fifth student receives a piece of Vietnamese silk and a ribbon. Each group decides how to wrap their seeds in the silk and who will be the guardian of the seeds for the rest of the lesson time.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 8 minutes)
	1. Prep: Teacher sends 5 students from room with note instructing them to “crash in” on cue (after choral reading when music gets loud). 

2. Voice: Choral reading as peaceful music plays: Nothing that grows in a pond surpasses the beauty of the lotus flower, with its green leaves and silky yellow styles, amidst milky white petals.  Though mired in mud, its silky yellow styles, its milky white petals and green leaves do not smell of mud.
3. Surprise: As music is pumped up, the 5 students “explode” into room, screaming “Help!” and banging on chairs, drums, etc.

4. Pair-share: What was your emotional experience when the peaceful mood was broken and sudden chaos and terror ensued?

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: Ao dai (Vietnamese dress), Family Altar. Review: tableaux, blocking, Levels, Actors’ stage positions
2. Read Author’s Note for historical context. 

3. Share realia:  Lotus flower’s scientific and poetic significance
4. Journals:  Personal heritage stories

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. read story: The Lotus Seed.  
2. Individually Pantomime: Ba sneaking into Palace Garden, plucking lotus seed, wrapping and hiding it under family altar.

3. Pairs: Create tableaux of wedding picture and bomb attack picture from book.

4. Group of 5: Create tableaux of boat scene. Do quick sound collage of NYC. Create tableaux of crowded home.
5. Individually: Pantomime little brother stealing Ba’s lotus seed and planting it in mud.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Improvise: In groups of 5, do final scene in which Grandmother Ba gives each grandchild a lotus seed and keeps one for herself.
2. Share (if time allows).

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	1. Journal:  Continue working on personal heritage stories.

2. Discuss: How does the mood and style of this story reflect the Vietnamese beliefs and traditions? 


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; ELD; Visual Art; Music; science
Teacher Task:  For next lesson, have students enter with a pantomime butterfly.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Foundation: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Seven        Mexican Immigrant Stories (Part 1)                                                                   Grade: 5   
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Student Objective: Experience the struggles and victories of Mexican Immigrants through Theatre techniques. 

Resources/Materials: Nametags, Music: Mexican Corridos, Book:  La Mariposa by Francisco Jimenez, Images and Realia from Mexico

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 3 minutes.) 
	Students enter with imaginary butterfly.  Music in background. In individual space bubbles, students pantomime capturing butterfly in a jar, then letting it free.  Theatre teacher guides.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Pair-share: (interview) A/B interview each other:  Have you ever moved from one (country, state, neighborhood, school, classroom) to a new one?  How did that make you feel?

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 4 minutes)
	New Vocabulary: Autobiography
Review: Objective, Motivation

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 18  minutes)
	1. Read story:  La Mariposa.. Make a flow map. 
2. A/B pairs improvise scene from La Mariposa:  Francisco wants to keep Jacket (objective) because the teacher gave it to him and he is cold. (motivation).  Curtis wants to take jacket from Francisco (objective), because it belongs to him (motivation). Curtis speaks gibberish.  (stop improv before physical fighting or teach slow motion non-contact stage combat).

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	In small groups:  Select section of flow map, form tableau and animate. Perform in sequence.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal:  How would you have dealt with the jacket problem differently than Curtis did in the story? Continue working on personal heritage stories.
Discuss:  How have you made friends? In what ways do you and your friends help each other? 


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; Language Arts; Second Step; ELD
Teacher Task:  Have students enter as though they are applying for a job.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Two: Foundation: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Eight
         Mexican Immigrant Stories (Part 2)                                                                    Grade: 5  
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Student Objective: Experience the struggles and victories of Mexican Immigrants through Theatre techniques. 

Resources/Materials: Nametags, Music: Mexican Corridos, Books:  La Mariposa by Francisco Jimenez, Kids Like Me by Judith M. Blohm, and Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan, Images and Realia from Mexico

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	 Students enter as though applying for a job. Notices posted indicate three lines: English only-$7.00 hour, Spanish only-$8.00 hour, Bilingual-$15.00 hour, each additional language - $1.00 additional per hour. Discuss fairness.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Pair-share: (Interviews)

1. Have you had a parent or other adult encourage you to improve (school work, sports, art, etc.) even though they could not do it themselves?

2. Did their encouragement help?  Why or why not? (switch parts for each topic)

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 2 minutes)
	New Vocabulary:  Migrant, Lawyer, quinceanera
Review: autobiography

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 18  minutes)
	1. Read story: “I Dream to Become a Migrant Lawyer” from Kids Like Me by Judith Blohm (see attached.)
2. Create double bubble map: (whole group).  Main Characters:  Francisco and Noemy from La Mariposa and “I Dream….”
3. A/B pairs from “I Dream to become a Migrant Lawyer.”  Invent “conflict scene”:  Noemy wants to invite friend to her Quinceanera (objective), because she wants to please her friend (motivation).  Friend does not want to accept invitation (objective) because she thinks the event is strange and “un-American.” (motivation) 

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	In Ensemble of 3:  Choose either (both if time allows) La Mariposa or “I Dream to become a Migrant Lawyer.”
Prepare scene.  

Group of 3:  Francisco, Best Friend Arthur, Curtis:  Francisco gives Curtis his art work.

Group of 3:  Teacher, Parent, Noemy:  Teacher congratulates student and parent.  Parent (gibberish) tries to communicate concerns (cannot speak language, wants child to succeed, etc.)  Noemy wants to thank parent and teacher for their support.

(as each ensemble presents, rest of class assume appropriate roles)

Whole Group:  One actor as Francisco being awarded First Place Blue Ribbon for art work of Butterfly. Class as audience.

Whole Group:  One actor as Noemy –culmination ceremony, 5th grade.  Class as parents, friends, etc.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal:  Prepare your personal story (about yourself, relative, friend) to share for next theatre session. Information from your “Interview Questions.”


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; Language Arts; Second Step; ELD; Esperanza Rising could be read by advanced readers and shared with the class
Teacher Task:  Have students enter as a person they have interviewed (walk, gestures, facial expression, mood, tempo, emotion).
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Two: Foundation: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Nine             Personal Immigrant Stories (Part 1)      




Grade: 5                                                                                                                 

Standard: 3.2: Interpret how theatre and storytelling forms (past and present) of various cultural groups may reflect their beliefs and traditions.          

Student Objective: Use theatre techniques to share with the class an original story based on an interview with an immigrant from a specific culture.

Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: America by Neil Diamond
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes.) 
	1. Students enter as the person (character) whose story they have written. Portray the walk, gestures, facial expression, mood, tempo, emotion, etc.
2. Body and Imagination:  Individually and simultaneously, students pantomime activities their character would perform during a holiday celebration in their native country.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	Pair-share: Summary of original stories they have written. 

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 4 minutes)
	1. Share Journals: volunteers (2 or 3) read original stories.

2. Vocabulary: Review: biography, autobiography, monologue, tableau, scene work, gibberish

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 30 minutes)  
	Students will plan how they wish to share their stories.  Any theatre techniques may be used including scene with dialogue, tableau, monologue, use of gibberish, statue, pantomime, improvisation, etc.

Students may perform solo or with partner/small group.  Planning and rehearsing will take place during this time. If working with a partner or a small group, choose which story will be dramatized.   Not every student’s work will be shared theatrically, but all students will submit written personal story to complete the module. PRESENTATIONS LIMITED TO 5 MINUTES.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 


	Will be done in Part 2.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 4 minutes)
	1. Discuss:  Are you satisfied your choice of theatrical techniques for communication of your story to the class?  You may change it, improve it, rehearse and polish during the week in preparation for presentation during next theatre class. NOT EVERY STUDENT’S STORY WILL BE SHARED theatrically, but all must write a story. 
2. Journal:  Which story explored during this module (from a book or your original story based on interview) will you choose to dramatize for your Final Performance task in two weeks?  What attracts you to that particular immigrant’s story/culture?  


Connections/Extensions: Social Studies; Language Arts (writing); Higher level thinking skills (analyze, evaluate)
Teacher Task:  Allow students preparation time during the week for presentation of their personal immigrant stories.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Two: Foundation: Stories in Action:  Theatre celebrates our different cultures and our common humanity.

Sample Lesson # Ten            Personal Immigrant Stories (Part 2)      





Grade: 5                                                                                                                 

Standard: 3.2: Interpret how theatre and storytelling forms (past and present) of various cultural groups may reflect their beliefs and traditions.          

Student Objective: Use theatre techniques to share with the class an original story based on an interview with an immigrant from a specific culture.

Resources / Materials: Name tags; Music: America the Beautiful or My Country ‘tis of Thee
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 3 minutes.) 
	1. Students enter with partner, small group or by themselves, depending on choice of presentation.

2. Body, Imagination and Voice:  Each student (solo), pair or small group will do their own warm up activities.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring
	 Done in Part 1.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 7 minutes)
	1. Share Journals: Any student who has not already read journal entry/original story or whose story is not being dramatized will read original immigrant story.

2. Review: Final Performance Task: Module II:  Working with an ensemble, explore several stories about people seeking a new life in America.  Select one story to dramatize.  Design and select/create sets, props, and costumes.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 0 minutes)  
	Done in Part 1.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 30 minutes)
	Students share/dramatize original/personal immigrant stories for the class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Discuss:  Final Performance Task next week:  Supply any set pieces, costume pieces or props you will need. Each student in ensemble must have a job (director, sound tech, costume/set/prop artist or actor). Time allowed for each Final Performance Task presentation:  5-7 minutes.

2. Journal:  What are the common characteristics of all the immigrants and their stories which we have encountered during this module?  


Connections/Extensions: History, geography, languages, culture, politics; Individual development and identity; Global connections.
Teacher Task:  Allow students preparation time during the week to prepare for Final Performance Task.  Assist students in making choices and support their gathering of simple set and costume pieces and props.
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