LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Four: Playmaking: We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.     

Sample Lesson # ONE                        ENSEMBLE BUILDING  


                        Grade:    6

Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context

              3.2:  Differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world, such as those in Ancient Greece, Egypt, China, and West Africa.

Student Objective: Will work cooperatively as a group to review learning regarding theatrical traditions throughout the world.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, improvisation cards—each with theatrical tradition from a specific culture

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Students form groups of 5-6 players.  Teacher gives each group an improv card (specific world theatre tradition previously studied such as Elizabethan, Commedia, African, Noh, Kabuki).
2. Body: Simultaneously, groups explore mechanical (MACHINE) movements, reflecting their theatrical style.

3. Voice: Groups add sounds to the machine moves, reflecting their particular theatrical style.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	Imagination:  Allow groups to re-form based on background experience with particular theatre tradition.  New groups choose specific conventions exemplifying theatre style.  Group assigns individual functions (moves and sounds) for each actor to perform in machine.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: N/A

2. Vocabulary: Review vocabulary from Module Three.  Review Machine, Ensemble

3. Discuss: Depending on retention of and exposure to knowledge and skills from Module Three, review theatrical traditions from different cultures of the world.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Groups create and rehearse machines.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 15 minutes)
	Working as ensembles, present created machines of cultural theatre tradition to class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: How did creating your (Kabuki, Greek, African, Commedia, Elizabethan, etc.) machine help build ensemble?

2. Homework: Meet with your group to brainstorm ideas of plots for a scene to be performed in your particular theatrical style, using specific appropriate theatre conventions.




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts; Social Studies
Teacher Task:  Set aside a period of time for students to assemble and brainstorm in their groups.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.

Sample Lesson # TWO  
                        STORY DEVELOPMENT  


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as action/reaction, vocal projection, subtext, theme, mood, design, production values, and stage crew, to describe theatrical experiences.

              3.1  Create scripts that reflect particular historical periods or cultures.

Student Objective: Will work as an ensemble to develop a storyline for a scene that includes monologue, dialogue, action and setting together with a range of character types and using theatrical conventions appropriate for the chosen culture.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1.  Teacher has students enter in ensemble groups, using movement/gesture reflecting particular cultural theatre tradition.

2.  Whole group:  Storytelling:  each student adds a sentence or phrase to create a story.

(Choose topic or main problem to begin exercise)

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	 Ensemble groups brainstorm possible storyline (main problem, setting, range of characters, resolution) appropriate for selected theatre style and allowing for monologues and dialogue.



	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary:  monologue, dialogue, action, setting, character types, conflict, resolution

3. Discuss: How can your ensemble work most effectively to complete the performance task?

(Work with ensemble to write and perform scene that includes monologue, dialogue, action and setting together with a range of character types.)

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested10 mins)
	Ensemble groups develop outline of their scene, including setting, characters, cultural theatre tradition, main conflict, resolution.



	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested10 mins.)
	Ensemble groups choose a recorder and begin improvising and writing dialogue.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 mins.)
	Journal: Reflect on the process of collaborative script writing.  What are the challenges?  What are the benefits or advantages?




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task:  Allow students time to reassemble in groups to continue script writing process.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking:  We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.

Sample Lesson # THREE  
   

Theatrical Staging and Blocking:  Jobs of Director/Stage Manager  


Grade:   6
Standard: 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities, demonstrating an understanding of text, subtext, and context.

Student Objective: Will choose director and stage manager who will cooperate in blocking and rehearsing scene.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, stage area charts, sample of play production book

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter in ensemble groups and directs each group to specific area of stage, using stage direction vocabulary (Center Stage, Stage Down Right, etc.)

2. Warm Ups: In groups, simultaneously, director practices giving clear stage directions to actors.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Ensembles create tableau of beginning of scene using different levels. Bring tableau to life (“dynamize”) using dialogue and action.  Freeze again.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: Blocking, stage directions, upstaging, stage picture, director, stage manager
3. Discuss: How does a director decide on the appropriate audience focus for a scene? How does a director control audience focus through blocking? What is the stage manager’s role in this process?

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Groups: Cast acting roles.  Director blocks the scene.  Stage manager records the blocking in the production script.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 10 minutes)
	Groups:  Students develop a scoring tool to evaluate final performance task.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: Describe what you think is necessary to stage a successful scene.

2. Homework: groups research set design, costumes and props for their scenes.


Connections/Extensions: History, Language Arts
Teacher Task: Allow students time to research set design, costumes and props for their scenes.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.

Sample Lesson # FOUR
                            Theatrical Design




Grade: 6
Standard: 3.2 Differentiate the theatrical traditions of cultures throughout the world, such as those in Ancient Greece, Egypt, China, and West Africa.

Student Objective: Will work together to complete the design and planning for sets, costumes, makeup or masks, props, lighting and sound for their scene performance.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, music. research material

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Warm Up:  In one circle:  “This is not a…, this is a …” Prop improvisational game.  Using neutral prop (stick, cloth, paper towel roll) each actor repeats phrase “This is not a ------“ then does pantomime using the prop as something else.  All guess what the transformed prop is.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Groups research and share results for design elements appropriate to their theatre tradition/style.  Continue problem-solving and decision making for sets, costumes, props, sound and makeup/masks for scenes.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Three or four students share journals.

2. Vocabulary: Playwright, director, stage manager, producer, musical director, choreographer, technical director, stage crew, designer, house manager, house staff, administrative staff

3. Discuss: What are the responsibilities of each of those jobs?  Which jobs do you need fulfilled for a successful performance of your scene?



	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Groups: Rehearse scene with any costume pieces, props, set pieces, or masks gathered for the scene. Stage manager makes notes of work to be completed and by whom for successful fulfillment of performance task.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 0 minutes)
	

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: What do you need to do, in your role in the performance, to make the scene the best it could be?




Connections/Extensions: History, Language Arts
Teacher Task: Allow time for groups to continue rehearsing scenes and completing technical work.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four:  Playmaking:  We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.

Sample Lesson # FIVE  
                    Technical/dress Rehearsal


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 4.1 Develop and apply appropriate criteria for evaluating sets, lighting, costumes, makeup and props.

Student Objective: Will work together to rehearse scenes incorporating lighting, sound, set, costumes, props, makeup/masks.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, production book, all materials needed for performance of scene.

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 mins.)
	Warm Up: Each group does chosen ensemble-building warm-up.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	N/A

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Journals: N/A

2. Vocabulary: analysis, evaluation, rubric

3. Evaluation: Make criteria chart for technical aspects of scene production.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 20 mins.)
	Rehearsal: Each group rehearses scene utilizing all technical elements as needed.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 10 minutes)
	Rehearsal: Continue rehearsal to complete scene.
Apply:  Criteria for technical aspects of scene production

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Write about your experience as an actor, designer, director, or technician during this rehearsal process.  What is challenging?  What is rewarding?




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: Continue guiding students in necessary polishing and preparation of performance task.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.

Sample Lesson # SIX  
               Final Dress Rehearsal/Preview Performance


                        Grade:    6
Standard: 2.3 Write and perform scenes or one-act plays that include monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types.

Student Objective: Will present a scene that includes monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types to their fellow classmates for supportive feedback.

Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, production book, all necessary technical elements for performance task.

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Warm Up: As chosen within each group.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	N/A

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Volunteers share regarding rehearsal process from journal with their ensemble members.

2. Vocabulary: rehearsal, blocking, stage directions, technical elements, evaluation, positive feedback

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story  (Suggested 0 mins.)
	N/A

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 35 minutes)
	1. Groups present, as final dress rehearsal, the Performance Task to classmates.

2. Audience offers helpful feedback/evaluation for each ensemble.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: In your journal, use the vocabulary of theatre to begin describing this theatrical experience.




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the Performance Task next lesson, invite another classroom and/or parents, administrators to attend scene performances.

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We draw upon many theatre traditions to produce plays.  

Sample Lesson # SEVEN        Evaluation of Performance Task

                        

Grade:    6

Performance Task: Work with an ensemble to write and perform a scene that includes monologue, dialogue, action, and setting together with a range of character types.  In your journal, use the vocabulary of theatre to describe this theatrical experience.

Standard: 1.1: Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as, action/reaction, vocal projection, subtext, theme, mood design, production values, and stage crew, to describe                  theatrical experiences.

              4.1:  Develop and apply appropriate criteria for evaluating sets, lighting, costumes, makeup and props.

Student Objective: Will apply criteria to evaluate their own participation in Performance Task (scenes).

Resources / Materials: Nametags, production books, criteria charts

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Whole group identity confirming improvisational activity:  Suggested warm-up:

In one circle, each student creates a gesture/movement and a title/job description that expresses his/her involvement with the performance task. All copy after each student shares.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	N/A

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	N/A

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	N/A

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(suggested 35 minutes)
	Whole group:  Brainstorms/shares evaluations of Performance Task as communal event.

Each ensemble group shares their production book with the class.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Each student shares part or all of journal entry.




Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Self-esteem, Good Citizenship
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