LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # ONE  
         INTRODUCTION TO AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 3.4 Identify types of early American theatre, such as melodrama and musical theatre.
Student Objective: Will recognize traditional elements of American musical theatre.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures, pictures, books: Musical Theatre A History by John Kenrick, Strike Up the Band by Scott Miller
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Students enter and do a gallery walk to look at pictures from Broadway shows while listening to selections from original cast recordings or soundtracks.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	Body, Voice, Imagination: Working in small groups, select one of the pictures, determine what it means to the group, create it as a tableau. One member of the group explains the tableau to the class.  

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: Musical Theatre, Choreography, Ensemble, Chorus, Solo, Duet, Trio
2. Context: Show representative samples of Broadway shows on DVD. Point out the combining of acting, singing and dancing to move the plot forward. Show opening of Into the Woods as an example of variety and use of acting, singing, and dancing.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. View Zero Mostel as Tevya in If I Were a Rich Man from Fiddler on the Roof.
2. Discuss the way acting, singing, and dancing blended together. Talk about the larger than life but realistic acting style. Try to use the acting style while telling a partner why you would like to be rich.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. View ensemble in Ladies Who Sing with the Band from Ain’t Misbehavin’. Point out the use of mime and comic movements.
2. Explore moving and singing like the ensemble. All students work simultaneously and with the DVD. 

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Which part of musical theatre – acting, singing, or dancing – do you think you will enjoy doing most? Why? Which part do you think will be most difficult for you? Why?


Connections/Extensions: American History
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as a musical theatre character who could be part of a circus. They will be entering to the opening music from Barnum.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # TWO 
                                                   
AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: History and Social Context   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 3.4 Identify types of early American theatre, such as melodrama and musical theatre.
Student Objective: Understand the evolution of musical theatre and its relationship to American society.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: Barnum-Overture, George M-Yankee Doodle Dandy and Give My Regards to Broadway, DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures, pictures: productions of Barnum, George M, books: Musical Theatre A History by John Kenrick, Strike Up the Band by Scott Miller, American Musical Theatre: Highlights, sides from Carousel, Cinderella, Oklahoma!, The sound of Music, South Pacific, State Fair
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Students enter to Barnum music performing as a “circus character.” Look at pictures, continue.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 35 minutes)


	Evolution of Musical Theatre using: music, pictures, DVD segments, Highlights outline

1900s: Forty-Five Minutes from Broadway: Music: “Give My Regards to Broadway,” “Yankee Doodle Dandy” (sing along), pictures

1910s: Watch Your Step: Music: “Play a Simple Melody,” pictures

1920s: Showboat: DVD: “Ol’ Man River”

1930s: Girl Crazy: DVD: Ethel Merman Medley; Anything Goes: DVD: “Anything Goes”

1940s: Carousel: DVD: “You’ll Never Walk Alone”

1950s: DVD shorts: Guys & Dolls-“Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat,” The King and I-“Shall We Dance,” Pajama Game-“Hey There,” West Side Story-“America,” Music Man-“Trouble,” Gypsy-“Everything’s Coming up Roses”

1960s: DVD shorts: How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying-“I Believe in You,” A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum-“Comedy Tonight,” Man of La Mancha-“The Impossible Dream,” You’re a Good Man Charlie Brown-“My New Philosophy,” Promises Promises-“She Likes Basketball,” Hello Dolly-“Before the Parade Passes By”

1970s: DVD shorts: Annie-“You’re Never Fully Dressed without a Smile” and “Easy Street,” Evita-“Buenos Aires,” Sweeney Todd-“Worst Pies in London”

1980s: DVD shorts: Les Miz-“One Day More” and “At the End of the Day,” Cats-“Memory” and “Jellicle Songs,” Into the Woods-Medley

1990s: DVD shorts: Jelly’s Last Jam-“That’s How You Jazz” (after swearing), Ragtime-“Ragtime”
2000s: pictures and songs, DVD not available

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal.

2. Context: See American Musical Theatre: Highlights (attached)

3. Vocabulary: Sides

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What are your impressions of American musical theatre so far? Would you go to see a musical?

2. Journal: Choose one song, dance, fact, picture, story from today’s lesson and describe or retell it in your own words.


Connections/Extensions: American History
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as actors auditioning for roles in a summer season of musicals. Have them prepare using the sides provided.
LOCATION OF MUSIC AND DVDs

1900


Give My Regards to Broadway – iPod


Yankee Doodle Dandy - iPod

1910


Play a Simple Melody - iPod

1920


Ol’ Man River - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III

1930


Medley - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III


Anything Goes - Broadway’s Lost Treasures II

1940


You’ll Never Walk Alone - Broadway’s Lost Treasures II

1950


Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat - Broadway’s Lost Treasures II


Shall We Dance - Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Hey There - Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Trouble - Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Everything’s Coming Up Roses - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III


America - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III

1960


Comedy Tonight – Broadway’s Lost Treasures III


My New Philosophy – Broadway’s Lost Treasures III


She Likes Basketball – Broadway’s Lost Treasures III

I Believe in You – Broadway’s Lost Treasures II


The Impossible Dream – Broadway’s Lost Treasures II


Before the Parade Passes By - Broadway’s Lost Treasures

1970


You’re Never Fully Dressed without a Smile – Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Easy Street – Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Buenos Aires – Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Worst Pies in London - Broadway’s Lost Treasures

1980


Memory – Broadway’s Lost Treasures


Jellicle Songs – Broadway’s Lost Treasures

One Day More! – Broadway’s Lost Treasures II


At the End of the Day – Broadway’s Lost Treasures II


Into the Woods Medley - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III

1990


Ragtime - Broadway’s Lost Treasures III


That’s How You Jazz (after swearing) – Broadway’s Lost Treasures II

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # THREE 
                                                       AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Acting Style   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Explore the basic style of musical theatre acting.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: original cast recordings and pictures from from: Carousel, Cinderella, Oklahoma!, The Sound of Music, South Pacific, State Fair; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: Annie – Tomorrow and Easy Street, 42nd Street – Lullaby of Broadway; books: Musical Theatre A History by John Kenrick, Strike Up the Band by Scott Miller, sides, sample pictures and resumes

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Students enter as though coming to audition for summer theatre season of musicals. They bring selected sides.

2. Fill out information cards. Have sample pictures and resumes for students to examine.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)


	1. Color the Phrase: Select a line from the side and say it many different ways.

2. Gesture: Choose a line interpretation and connect it to meaningful movement. Rehearse.

3. Character: Physically and vocally become the character selected and do the line with the movement.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal.

2. Context: Acting for musicals is REAL (connected to objective and character) but larger, sustained, more front, carries into singing and dancing. DVD examples: Annie: Tomorrow and Easy Street, 42nd Street: Lullaby of Broadway
3. Vocabulary: Sides, resume, stage position, audition, dialogue

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested10 minutes)
	1. Read Sides with partner. Make acting large and connected to objective and character.

2. Improvise the same scene. Make it “larger than life.”

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Share some of the readings and/or improvisations.



	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Begin writing your resume. Use samples as guides.


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Careers
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as a positive, confident, energetic musical theatre character.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # FOUR 
                                                    AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Vocal Presentation   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Practice various ways of presenting songs.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: I Won’t Grow Up from Peter Pan, Do-Re-Mi from The Sound of Music, Overture from The Music Man; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: A New Argentina, Ol’ Man River, My New Philosophy, Tomorrow, She Likes Basketball, Trouble, Comedy Tonight, Bosom Buddies; Cue cards: I Won’t Grow Up and Do-Re-Mi

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Students enter as positive, confident, energetic musical theatre characters to the Overture from The Music Man.
2. Voice: Tongue twisters, breathing and projection exercises

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Singing a Song: View DVD selections: A New Argentina, Ol’ Man River, My New Philosophy, Tomorrow, She Likes Basketball
2. Selling a Song: View DVD selections: Trouble, Comedy Tonight, Bosom Buddies

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal. (resumes)
2. Context: Acting influences the singing; actors use singing or selling a song depending on their ability and the character and show.
3. Vocabulary: vocal range, projection, articulation, presentation style, lyrics

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested15 minutes)
	1. Singing: Entire group sing I Won’t Grow up ad Do-Re-Mi.
2. Selling: Develop characters and objectives and repeat songs with emphasis on “selling.”

3. Groups: Choose one of the songs and a presentation style. Rehearse.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Share “song” in groups.



	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Continue writing and revising your resume. If you were asked to present a song, what style of presentation would you use? How would you prepare?


Connections/Extensions: Public Speaking, Music
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as though they’re going to a “sock hop” at the local high school. They are going as friends, not dates.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # FIVE 
                                                       AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Choreography   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Practice formal and informal types of choreography.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: Rock and Roll Is Here to Stay and Born to Hand Jive from Grease, Ease on Down the Road from The Wiz; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: America, Step to the Rear, Lambeth Walk, That’s How You Jazz; Pictures: Grease, The Wiz, samples of written choreography
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Students enter as though going to a sock hop. Move to the rhythm of Rock and Roll Is Here to Stay.


	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Formal Choreography: View DVD selections: That’s How You Jazz, America
2. Less Formal Choreography: View DVD selections: Step to the Rear, Lambeth Walk

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal. (resumes)
2. Context: Acting influences the dancing; actors use dance skills depending on their ability and the character and show.
3. Vocabulary: choreography, choreographer, blocking

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested15 minutes)
	1. Formal Choreography: Born to Hand Jive: Learn choreography and blocking, add characterization and objective. Examine written choreography as a group.
2. Informal Choreography: Ease on Down the Road: Develop character for Scarecrow, Tin Man, or Cowardly Lion. Learn blocking pattern, develop own choreography.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Group Performance: Do Born to Hand Jive.
2. Individual Performance: Do individual crosses to Ease on Down the Road.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Finish your resume. Write the choreography you created for Ease on Down the Road. What type of dancing do you enjoy most? Why?


Connections/Extensions: Physical Education, Music
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will prepare students to enter with a finished resume and as the type of character they would most like to play in a musical.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # SIX 
                                                            AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Solo Work   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Practice combining acting, singing and dance in a solo performance.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: I Whistle a Happy Tune from The King and I, Gary, Indiana from The Music Man, Happy Talk from South Pacific, Beauty and the Beast from Beauty and the Beast; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: She Likes Basketball, Tomorrow, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Trouble; Pictures: The King and I, The Music Man, South Pacific, Beauty and the Beast
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Students enter with completed resume as type of character they would like to play in a musical.

2. Body: As character stretch and move to music: Happy Talk.

3. Voice: As character sing: Beauty and the Beast.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Imagination: Character overcoming fear of (student choice): I Whistle a Happy Tune.
2. Character Development: Insecure young person gaining confidence: Gary, Indiana
3. View DVD selections: She Likes Basketball, Tomorrow, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Trouble.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal. (resumes)
2. Context: Solo numbers presented to audience, self, partner, absent person, prop. Actor must have objective.
3. Vocabulary: solo, leading role, featured role

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested15 minutes)
	Choose one of the solo choices: I Whistle a Happy Tune; Gary, Indiana; Happy Talk or Beauty and the Beast. Create a character, add some dialogue, present song, add choreography. Rehearse.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Share some of the solos.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: What do you enjoy most about performing as a soloist? What do you enjoy least? Why?


Connections/Extensions: Public Speaking, Physical Education, Music, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will prepare students to enter in groups of five that are extremely varied in gender, height, etc.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # SEVEN 
                                                     AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Small Ensemble   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Practice combining acting, singing and dance in a small ensemble performance.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: Consider Yourself, It’s the Hard-Knock Life; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat, My New Philosophy, You’re Never Fully Dressed without a Smile, Easy Street; Pictures: Annie, Oliver
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Students enter in groups of 5.

2. Body: In groups of 5 play Follow the Changing Leader to music: Consider Yourself
3. Voice: In groups of 5, each member answers the same question with a different attitude. (i.e. What is your hobby? Where do you live?)

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Imagination: Pantomime cleaning a house unhappily to music: It’s the Hard-Knock Life
2. Character Development: Orphan with a positive attitude who wants to be independent.

3. View DVD selections: Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat, My New Philosophy, You’re Never Fully Dressed without a Smile, Easy Street
4. Typical Staging: Peek with one over the other, stop and bump into each other, turn to ask and last one has no one to ask, follow the leader with one confused

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal. 

2. Context: In small ensembles there is usually a lot of variety in types of characters and activities; they play off of each other well.
3. Vocabulary: ensemble

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested15 minutes)
	Choose: Working in a group of five, choose either Consider Yourself or It’s the Hard-Knock Life and develop characters, situation, dialogue, song and movement. WRITE the dialogue. Rehearse.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Share some of the ensemble numbers.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: What do you enjoy most about performing as part of an ensemble? What do you enjoy least? Why?


Connections/Extensions: Public Speaking, Physical Education, Music, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will prepare students to enter in single file from shortest to tallest playing follow the leader.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # EIGHT 
                                                     AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Chorus   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Practice performing as a chorus member.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music: Following the Leader, Let’s Go Fly a Kite, Wells Fargo Wagon; DVDs: Broadway’s Lost Treasures: At the End of the Day, Ol’ Man River, Trouble, Anything Goes, We’re in the Money, Jellicle Songs, Ragtime ; Pictures: Peter Pan, Mary Poppins, Music Man

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Students enter in single file from shortest to tallest and stand in straight lines.

2. Body: Perform identical movement one at a time (like the wave); use isolations. Music: Following the Leader


	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Imagination: Pantomime flying a kite as many ways as possible. Music: Let’s Go Fly a Kite
2. Voice: Describe what you ordered and is about to arrive on the Wells Fargo Wagon.

3. View DVD selections: At the End of the Day, Ol’ Man River, Trouble, Anything Goes, We’re in the Money, Jellicle Songs, Ragtime

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journals: Several students read from journal. 

2. Context: Choruses are usually either identical, all different, or comprised of smaller groups (types).
3. Vocabulary: chorus

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Identical: Entire group performs simultaneously to Following the Leader. Have several different leaders.

2. Smaller Groups: Perform as groups to Let’s Go Fly a Kite. Groups: children, bankers, chimney sweeps, police officers, women suffragettes, elderly people

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	All Different: Perform to Wells Fargo Wagon as a townsperson.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Journal: Describe the responsibilities of a chorus member in a musical.

2. Task Preparation: Distribute Performance task Organizers and encourage students to make choices on groups and materials.


Connections/Extensions: Public Speaking, Physical Education, Music, Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will prepare students to enter in groups with selections to be used for the performance task. Performance Task Organizers will be fully or partially completed.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Three: Theatre in the World: Musical theatre is one of America’s greatest contributions to world theatre.
Sample Lesson # NINE 
                                              AMERICAN MUSICAL THEATRE: Performance Task Rehearsal   


                        Grade:    5
Standard: 2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.
Student Objective: Prepare written materials and rehearse for performance task.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, CD players, scenes, lyrics and any other materials needed for task, Performance Task Organizers
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Students enter in groups for performance task; they do vocal and physical warm ups in groups. Do walkabouts in character.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Gather any additional materials needed and review Performance Task Organizer.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 2 minutes)
	Vocabulary: rehearse

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Rehearse for task.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking


	n/a

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	Journal: What do you need to do in order to do your best work in the Performance Task?


Connections/Extensions: Public Speaking, Physical Education, Music, Language Arts
Teacher Task: Allow rehearsal time for task.
AEB:JG


