THE RENT
Or "Curses, Foiled Again"

5 characters plus a director: ELDERLY PARENT, DAUGHTER (or son), LANDLORD (villain), his BUMBLING SIDEKICK, and the HERO

PARENT:

The rent is due!

DAUGHTER:

We can't pay the rent!

PARENT:

We must pay the rent!

DAUGHTER:

We can't pay the rent!

PARENT:

Whatever shall we do?

There is a knock at the door.  WIND HOWLS when door is open.  LANDLORD and SIDEKICK enter.  Sidekick walks into door, and bumps his nose.

SIDEKICK:

Sorry about that, boss!

LANDLORD:

You must pay the rent!

DAUGHTER:

We can't pay the rent!

LANDLORD:

Then out into the cold, cruel night with you!

PARENT:

No, no! We will never leave the farm!

DAUGHTER:

I fear we will perish in the storm!  I'll do anything!

LANDLORD:

Anything?  Then you shall be my bride!

PARENT:

No! No!  A thousand times, no!

DAUGHTER:

But I love another.

LANDLORD:

Collect the rent!

SIDEKICK:

Sure enough, boss.  Hand me the rent!

DAUGHTER:

We don't have the rent!

LANDLORD:

Then you must leave tonight!

DAUGHTER:

No! No!

PARENT:

Never! Never!

There is a knock at the door.  WIND HOWLS when door is open.  HERO enters.

HERO:

Stop everything!  I shall pay the rent!

LANDLORD:

You shall pay the rent?

HERO:

Yes, I shall pay the rent!

PARENT:

How can this be?

HERO:

Never fear! I have come to save the day!




Here is the rent!

LANDLORD:

I will not take this rent!

HERO:

You must!

LANDLORD:

Curses! Foiled again!

HERO:

Now, away with you!

SIDEKICK:

We'd better get out of here, boss.

LANDLORD:

I shall return!

PARENT:

You have saved the day!

DAUGHTER:

My hero!


