Theatre Production 
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Middle School
	Course Title
	THEATRE PRODUCTION MS A/B

	Course Abbreviation
	THEA PROD A/B

	Course Code Number
	38-11-31/32

	Special Notes
	Recommended prerequisites include at least one of the following: Theatre Exploration MS, Theatre Origins MS, Theatre MS and/or Theatre Around the World MS.

	Course Description
	The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for intermediate and advanced middle school theatre students to increase proficiency in acting, directing, playwriting, stage management, design, house management, business management and technical theatre skills through production. This hands-on course will provide a balanced theatre arts program that will guide students to achieve the California State Standards in Theatre, emphasizing artistic perception, creative expression, aesthetic valuing, historical and cultural awareness and the interconnections of the arts and other disciplines. Students will apply theatre arts skills in acting, directing, management, playwriting, designing, budgeting, publicity and stagecraft to all aspects of theatre in the production of festival scenes, one-act plays, student-written works and/or full productions of plays for school and community audiences.

	Instructional Units/Pacing Plans
	 Instructional Units 
	Suggested # of Weeks *

	
	
	Year-round
	Tradition-al

	
	Selecting the Play
	2
	2

	
	Working with the Director
	3
	4

	
	Planning the Production
	3
	4

	
	Casting and Rehearsing 
	8
	8

	
	Technical Theatre & Stagecraft
	7
	8

	
	Theatre Management & Publicity
	3
	4

	
	Stage Management & House Management
	3
	4

	
	Opening Night and Continuing the Run
	3
	4

	
	Total Weeks
	32
	38

	
	* Suggested weeks are to be used as an estimate only. Instructional units and/or pacing plans must be reflective of the Content Standards.

	California Theatre Content Standards

Grades Seven and Eight
	The California Theatre Content Standards below identify those standards expected to be mastered by all students who complete the course successfully:

Artistic Perception 
7.1.1 Describe theatrical experiences using theatre vocabulary such as playwright, rehearsal, run-through and cold reading.

8.1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as ensemble, proscenium, thrust and arena staging, to describe theatrical experiences.

7.1.2 Identify dramatic elements within a script such as foreshadowing, crisis, rising action, catharsis and denouement, using the vocabulary of theatre.

8.1.2 Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.

8.1.3 Analyze the use of figurative language and imagery in dramatic texts.

Creative Expression 
7.2.1 Use improvisation in rehearsal to discover character and motivation.

7.2.2 Maintain a rehearsal script/notebook to record directions and blocking.

8.2.1 Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville and musical theatre.

7.2.3 Create characters, environments and actions that exhibit tension and suspense.

8.2.2 Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes or monologues, using voice, 

blocking and gesture to enhance meaning.

Historical and Cultural Context 
7.3.1 Design and create masks, puppets, props, costumes or sets in a selected theatrical style 

drawn from world cultures, such as Javanese shadow puppets or Kabuki masks.

8.3.1 Describe the ways in which American history has been reflected in theatre (e.g., the ways 

in which the Industrial Revolution and slavery were portrayed in the minstrel show, melodrama and the musical.

7.3.2 Compare and contrast various theatre styles throughout history, such as those of Ancient Greece, Elizabethan theatre, Kabuki theatre, Kathakali dance theatre and Commedia dell’Arte.

8.3.2 Identify and explain how technology has changed American theatre (e.g., how stage lighting has progressed from candlelight to gaslight to limelight to electrical light to digital light).

Aesthetic Valuing 
7.4.1 Design and apply appropriate criteria or rubrics for evaluating the effective use of masks, puppetry, makeup and costumes in a theatrical presentation.

8.4.1 Develop criteria and write a formal review of a theatrical production.

7.4.2 Explain how cultural influences affect the content or meaning of works of theatre.

8.4.2 Compare and contrast how works of theatre from different cultures or time periods convey the same or similar content or plot.

Connections, Relationships, Applications 
7.5.1 Use theatrical skills to communicate concepts or ideas from other curriculum areas, such as creating a musical based on a piece of literature.

8.5.1 Use theatrical skills to present content or concepts in other subject areas, such as creating a video on cellular mitosis.

7.5.2 Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction, gesture and confidence in an oral presentation.

8.5.2 Identify career options in the dramatic arts, such as cinematographer, stage manager, radio announcer or dramaturgy; and research the education, training and work experience necessary in that field.



	Common Core State Standards
	See Guiding Principles for connections.

	Representative Objectives
	The student will be able to:

· Describe theatrical experiences using theatre vocabulary such as playwright, rehearsal, run-through, cold reading, ensemble, proscenium, thrust and arena staging to describe theatrical experiences.
· Identify dramatic elements within a script such as foreshadowing, crisis, rising action, catharsis and denouement, using the vocabulary of theatre.
· Identify and analyze recurring themes and patterns (e.g., loyalty, bravery, revenge, redemption) in a script to make production choices in design and direction.
· Analyze the use of figurative language and imagery in dramatic texts.
· Demonstrate an understanding of works in theatre by analyzing and interpreting what is presented through voice, movement, and visual effects in informal productions, theatrical productions, films, and electronic media.
· Use improvisation in rehearsal to discover character and motivation, text and subtext.

· Maintain a rehearsal script/notebook to record directions and blocking.
· Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville and musical theatre.
· Use body, voice and imagination to create characters, environments and actions.
· Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes or monologues, using voice, blocking and gesture to enhance meaning.
· Demonstrate an understanding of the forms and elements of theatre and the various activities of the actor, director, playwright, and technical artist by participating in the collaborative process of a production.
· Design and construct the sets, costumes, make-up, properties, and lighting for effective interpretation of a script.
· Display acting skill in improvisation, pantomime, monologue, dialogue, and staged readings of plays.
· Produce and perform an original improvisational work, scene, or play.
· Participate as director and/or part of the technical crew in the planning and performance of a group dramatization.
· Design and create masks, puppets, props, costumes or sets in a selected theatrical style drawn from world cultures, such as Javanese shadow puppets or Kabuki masks.
· Describe the ways in which American history has been reflected in theatre (e.g., the ways in which the Industrial Revolution and slavery were portrayed in the minstrel show, melodrama and the musical.
· Identify and explain how technology has changed American theatre (e.g., how stage lighting has progressed from candlelight to gaslight to limelight to electrical light to digital light).
· Research and report on the cultural and historical background of a specific play.

· Develop criteria and write a formal review of a theatrical production.

· Compare and contrast how works of theatre from different cultures or time periods convey the same or similar content or plot.
· Describe and evaluate the perceived effectiveness of students’ contributions as playwrights, actors, designers, and directors.
· Use theatrical skills to communicate concepts or ideas from other curriculum areas and to present content or concepts in other subjects. 
· Identify career options in the dramatic arts, such as cinematographer, stage manager, radio announcer or dramaturgy; and research the education, training and work experience necessary in that field.
· Work collaboratively with peers to solve production problems within time constraints.

	Representative Objectives for Students with Disabilities
	· Use theatrical skills to present content or concepts in other subject areas, such as creating a video on cellular mitosis.
· Work collaboratively with peers to solve production problems within time constraints.

	Representative Performance Skills
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in the ability to: 

· Project the voice using appropriate vocal pitch, tempo, and tone.
· Identify stage terms and directions.
· Stand and walk on stage with ease and economy of movement.
· Use improvisation in rehearsal to discover character and motivation, text and subtext.
· Create short dramatizations in selected styles of theatre, such as melodrama, vaudeville and musical theatre.
· Use body, voice and imagination to create characters, environments and actions in performances and theatre activities.
· Perform character-based improvisations, pantomimes or monologues, using voice, blocking and gesture to enhance meaning.
· Design and construct sets, costumes, makeup, properties, and lighting for effective interpretation of a script.
· Display acting skill in improvisation, pantomime, monologue, dialogue, and staged readings.
· Produce and perform an original improvisational work, scene or play.
· Participate as director, actor and/or part of the technical crew in the planning and performance of a group dramatization.

	Representative Performance Skills for Students with Disabilities
	In accordance with their individual capacity, students will grow in the ability to: 

· Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction, gesture and confidence in an oral presentation.

· Stand and walk on stage with ease and economy of movement.

	The California English Language Arts Content Standards
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction so that students are able to access dramatic literature and develop appropriate literacy skills for success in meeting the theatre content standards.

Reading   

2.4 Clarify an understanding of texts by creating outlines, logical notes summaries, or reports.  

3.3 
Compare and contrast motivations and reactions of literary characters from different historical eras confronting similar situations or conflicts.
3.4 
Analyze the relevance of the setting (e.g., place, time, customs) to the mood, tone, and meaning of 
the text.
3.5 
Identify and analyze recurring themes (e.g., good versus evil) across traditional and contemporary works.
Writing  

2.2   Write responses to literature:

a.  Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations

b.  Connect the student's own responses to the writer's techniques and to specific textual references

c.  Draw supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its audience.
Listening and Speaking

2.2 
Deliver oral responses to literature:

2.5 
Recite poems (of four to six stanzas), sections of speeches, or dramatic soliloquies, using voice 
modulation, tone, and gestures expressively to enhance the meaning.

	Resources
	Recommended Textbook:  Exploring Theatre, by Nancy Prince and Jeanie Jackson, published by Glencoe/McGraw-Hill.


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Subject Matter Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization English

Supplementary Authorization Introductory English

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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