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· Course Description
Course Title:  Theatre: Directing for Media SH A/B
Transcript Title(s)/Abbreviation(s):  TH DIR MED A/B
Course Code(s):   380803/04
Subject Area and Category

     “f” – Visual & Performing Arts


x  Theater Arts (Advanced)

Grade Level:    12

Unit Value:   1.0 (one year, 2 semesters, or 3 trimesters equiv.
Pre-Requisites: include at least two of the following:  Theatre HS, Theatre Production HS, Theatre Ensemble, Theatre Design Concepts HS; Theatre Design Workshop HS, Theatre Performance and Media HS. X  Required

Textbooks
Scene Design and Stage Lighting by Parker, Wolf, Block Thomson / Wadsworth.  ISBN-0-15-506114-3

The Stage Costume Sourcebook by Jack Cassin-Scott. ISBN-13: 978-0304350681
· Course Content
	The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to produce and direct theatre arts projects using media arts technology and skills in the realms of theatre, film, radio, television, interactive media and video production. 

This course provides comprehensive production, directing, and design experiences for advanced theatre students. Students will learn that directors of theatre and media arts productions are able to combine technical knowledge and artistic direction in a workplace environment. Directing projects will engage students in collaborative assignments, developing self-discipline and experience in evaluating the performances of others and accepting constructive criticism. Students will develop language skills through the reading of dramatic literature and film-related literature and the writing of original scenes and film scripts, critiques, and production documents.  




Course Outline:  

	I. Screenwriting and Script Development

A. Types of Scripts

B. History of Screenwriting

C. Distinctive Screenwriters

II. Elements and Principles of Art: Using Digital Imaging Tools and Techniques

A. Software Programs

B. Media Types

1. Live Action

2. Animation

3. Digital

C. Special Effects

III. Lighting and Set Design for Media

A. Realistic or Non-Realistic

B. Significant Designers

C. Aesthetics

IV. Production Crew Roles and Responsibilities

A. Positions Available

B. Team-Building

C. Duties on Set

V. Costume, Make-up and Hair Design

A. History and Development in Media

B. Considerations for Film

C. Significant Designers

VI. Rehearsal and Performance Skills

A. Blocking for the Camera

B. Acting for Film

C. Building an Ensemble

VII. Major Projects: Planning, Production and Presentation

A. Script Selection/Creation

B. Production Schedule

C. Budget

D. Rehearsal Period

E. Editing

F. Viewing



Key Assignments:  
	· Direct and produce a theatrical piece using media.

· Develop criteria to respond to, analyze and evaluate theatrical and media arts products and performances.

· Prepare an informed and effective career plan for work in theatre, film, radio, television or media arts.

· Meet deadlines for projects and prepare budgets and schedules.
· Create a timeline (schedule) for the rehearsal, production and post-production of a film, multi-media play or media arts work.


Instructional Methods and/or Strategies:  

	· Independent research

· Reflective writing

· Discussion

· Portfolio preparation

· Project completion


Assessments Including Methods and/or Tools: 
	· Portfolio will contain all production documents and can serve as a reference for future projects.

· Rubric for project will indicate areas of strength and weakness for future growth.

· Journals provide an on-going record of student self-reflections and progress in understanding their personal relationship to theatre.

· Checklist will be used to ensure that all course requirements are met.




Artistic Perception:  

	· Explore their knowledge of theatre, film and media arts vocabulary through discussions, readings, and thorough observation of the design elements of theatre and media productions at school and in the community.

· Explore the connection between design elements and the director’s interpretation and overarching design concept. 




Creative Expression:    

	· Design and produce the sets, costumes, makeup, properties, and lighting for effective interpretation of a script.

· Use and understand effective leadership styles, key concepts of group dynamics, team and individual decision-making, and conflict resolution.
· Communicate an artistic interpretation of dramatic text to a cast of actors.

· Communicate creative, design, and directorial choices to ensemble members using leadership skills, aesthetic judgment, and/or problem solving skills.




Historical and Cultural Context:  

	· Research theatrical design, period considerations, and the connection to culture and society.

· Analyze the emotional and social impacts of traditional and non-traditional theatre, film, television, and electronic media on communities and cultures from which the productions come and their social relevance today.




Aesthetic Valuing:  

	· Document observations and perceptions of production values (i.e., lighting, mood, color, atmosphere, and sound) through class discussion and in reflective writing using theatre vocabulary.

· View, identify, and analyze several works by the same playwright, screenwriter, or director; make informed judgments using established criteria.

· Analyze and respond to various interpretations of theatrical literature.




Connections, Relationships, and Applications:  

	· Understand the principles of effective oral, written and multimedia communication in a variety of formats and contexts.
· Use contemporary and emerging technological resources in diverse and changing personal, community and workplace environments.
· Demonstrate the behaviors associated with responsibility and flexibility in personal, workplace, and community settings.
· Understand the importance of planning and task organization in a workplace environment.
· Work responsibly and respectfully in groups.

· Mange time and prioritization of responsibilities.

· Demonstrate competencies and creative skills in assignments that require problem-solving.

· Understand safety and the correct use of equipment used in film and media production.

· Research and describe the range of career opportunities in theatre, film, video and 
television.


California Common Core State Standards: English Language Arts
	Teachers are encouraged to select from the supplemental standards listed below to plan instruction.

Grades 11–12:

Reading Standards for Literature

1. 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

2. 
Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text.

3. 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters/archetypes are introduced and developed). 

4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 

5. 
Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.

6. 
Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire, sarcasm, irony, or understatement).

7. 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live production of a play or recorded novel or poetry), evaluating how each version interprets the source text. (Include at least one play by Shakespeare and one play by an American dramatist.)

Reading Standards for Informational Text

1. 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.

2. 
Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

3. 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text.

4. 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). (See grade 11–12 Language standards 4–6 for additional expectations.) 

Writing Standards

7. 
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Speaking and Listening Standards

1. 
Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. 
Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

b. 
Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed.

c.   Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

d. 
Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation or complete the task.

2. 
Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.

4. 
Present information, findings, and supporting evidence (e.g., reflective, historical investigation, response to literature presentations), conveying a clear and distinct perspective and a logical argument, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. Use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. CA

a. 
Plan and deliver a reflective narrative that: explores the significance of a personal experience, event, or concern; uses sensory language to convey a vivid picture; includes appropriate narrative techniques (e.g., dialogue, pacing, description); and draws comparisons between the specific incident and broader themes.   (11th or 12th grade) 

5. 
Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

6. 
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

Language Standards

3. 
Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.

a. 
Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when reading.


California English Language Development Standards

	Part I: Interacting in Meaningful Ways: Expanding / Bridging

A. Collaborative

1. Exchanging information and ideas with others through oral collaborative conversations on a range of social and academic topics

2. Interacting with others in written English in various communicative forms (print, communicative technology, and multimedia)

3. Offering and supporting opinions and negotiating with others in communicative exchanges

B. Interpretive

5. Listening actively to spoken English in a range of social and academic contexts

6. Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language

7. Evaluating how well writers and speakers use language to support ideas and opinions with details or reasons depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area

8. Analyzing how writers and speakers use vocabulary and other language resources for specific purposes (to explain, persuade, entertain, etc.) depending on modality, text type, purpose, audience, topic, and content area

C. Productive

9. Expressing information and ideas in formal oral presentations on academic topics

10. Composing/writing literary and informational texts to present, describe, and explain ideas and information, using appropriate technology

11. Supporting own opinions and evaluating others’ opinions in speaking and writing


Credentials required to teach this course:

One of the following:

General Secondary

Special Secondary English

Standard Secondary with major/minor English

Standard Secondary with major/minor Drama

Single Subject English

Subject Matter Authorization Drama/Theatre

Supplementary Authorization Drama
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