LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # ONE  
                    Regular Family Rituals   


                        Grade:    3
Standard: 5.2 Develop problem-solving and communication skills by participating collaboratively in theatrical experiences.
Student Objective: Discover, understand, and perform family rituals.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, chart paper, markers
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Body and Imagination: Pantomime an activity you always do the same way.
2. Voice: Tongue Twisters.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Small Groups:  Each group makes a list of family rituals on chart paper for one of the following categories: daily,

weekly, monthly, yearly, special. 
2. Observe: Post chart paper, do a gallery walk, add other rituals if appropriate.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: ritual, improvisation, tableau
2. Context: Rituals can be simple or complex; they can happen usually, always, once in a while.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 12 minutes)
	Small Groups: Select a daily ritual from the chart and create a tableau. Repeat for each category of ritual. Identify the 5 w’s in tableaux.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 13 minutes)
	Share: Select one tableau from above, animate, rehearse, share. Audience observe and determine the 5 w’s.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Describe one of your favorite rituals.


Connections/Extensions: Communication, Cultural awareness
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter class as though going to a typical birthday party.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # TWO  
                     Rituals Interrupted   


                        Grade:    3
Standard: 2.1 Participate in cooperative scriptwriting or improvisations that incorporate the 5w’s.
Student Objective: Practice reacting and adjusting to interruptions in routine.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Enter as though coming to a birthday party. Interrupt it with the news that there was a brown out because others needed the power. The results are: ice cream cake melted, no music, no bouncer, no air conditioning, no cold drinks. Ask students to solve the problem.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Partners:  Choose a daily ritual. Begin the ritual, have an interruption, play the results. Share some. Use rituals from

previous lesson. Or suggestions: siblings getting ready for school in the morning and one

cannot find homework, classmates in line for lunch and one discovers the ticket is lost and has no money, friends taking bus

home from school and the bus breaks down

2. Brainstorm: Make a list of possible interruptions to rituals. Stress logic and that some interruptions are sudden and some

are gradual. 

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: improvisation, conflict, resolution, action/reaction

2. Context: Don’t anticipate the interruption; anticipate the opposite and the interruption will seem like a surprise.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Small Groups: Select a special ritual and a sudden interruption type. Begin the ritual, improvise the interruption and play the result.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Share: Groups share scenes.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Write about a ritual in your life that has changed over time.


Connections/Extensions: Action/reaction, Society
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter into a calm, peaceful, safe, uncomplicated setting – a quiet small town.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # THREE  
           Letting Swift River Go (Part 1)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 5.2 Develop problem-solving and communication skills by participating collaboratively in theatrical experiences.
Student Objective: Establish the feelings, values, and people of a town and learn stage areas.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, sentence strips, markers, stage area diagrams, books: Letting Swift River Go by Jane Yolen, Into the Story by Carole Miller and Juliana Saxton
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Enter to calm music as though setting is lush, green, safe, calm. Take a walk.

2. Imagining the Town: See attachment.

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Building the Town of Swift River: Read story from: Mama let me go to school all alone to…dipping our fingers down into the

sap and tasting the thin sweetness. Brainstorm list of businesses in town. Cast students as workers in the businesses while

others go into town with objectives. Layout the town using stage area diagrams. Map pathways using stage directions.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: pantomime, improvisation, tableau, objective, motto, blocking, stage areas

2. Context: Write names for the businesses and mottoes illustrating the values important to the town. See attachment.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Small Groups: Place names and mottoes where the businesses were established. Form tableaux of the mottoes as they are placed. See attachment.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 


	Share: This will be done in Parts 2 and 3.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Select one motto and give at least three examples of behavior that would show it.


Connections/Extensions: Mapping, Vanlues
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter in pairs with each pair assigned to a different business. Bring the names and mottoes.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # FOUR  
              Letting Swift River Go (Part 2)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 2.2 Create for classmates simple scripts that demonstrate knowledge of basic blocking and stage areas.
Student Objective: Use dramatization to deepen understanding of change and its affect on people. Practice basic blocking patterns.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, sentence strips, markers, poster board, books: Letting Swift River Go by Jane Yolen, Into the Story by Carole Miller and Juliana Saxton, business name and motto strips, copies of “letter” (see attachment), pictures: Boston, Swift River Valley, Quabbin Reservoir
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Enter in pairs and “rebuild the town” using the name and motto strips. Use stage areas previously determined.

2. Establishing Roles: One person from each pair moves out of the “town.”

	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Interviews: Swift River, the heart of America: See attachment.

2. Building the Questions: See attachment.

3. Point of View: Circle Within a Circle: See Attachment.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Vocabulary: interview, journalist, blocking, tableau



	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Whole Group: Receive “letter” about city. See attachment. Respond by staging a “protest.” Make signs, march to see Boston city official who is teacher in role. Spokesperson presents complaint. Block the scene and perform.

2. Read Story: from First we moved the graves to…it took seven long years.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Tableau: The Future: See attachment.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What are some good and bad things about change?
2. Journal: What has your “character” done during the ten years since the flooding?


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Social Protest
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter as though coming to a ten-year anniversary of the flooding. It’s the dedication of the historical marker.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # FIVE  
            Letting Swift River Go (Part 3)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 5.2 Develop problem-solving and communication skills by participating collaboratively in theatrical experiences.
Student Objective: Understand the impact change made in people’s lives (routines).
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, books: Letting Swift River Go by Jane Yolen, Into the Story by Carole Miller and Juliana Saxton, pictures: Boston, Swift River Valley, Quabbin Reservoir, sentence strips with names and mottoes
	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 3 minutes)
	Enter as though ten years passed, and all are coming to the dedication of the historical marker. Music is playing in the background, and sentence strips are arranged as the historical marker.



	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Greet: Using characters from Lesson 3 (establishing town), greet one another as though it’s 10 years later, and you haven’t

seen one another.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary
	

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Individual: Find a place on the hillside to reflect and listen to part of the story.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Share Memories: Reflections at the Dedication & Memories: See attachment.

2. Read: from When it got dark…to…like fireflies….For a moment I remembered to the end.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 17 minutes)
	1. Discuss: Have you or your family experienced anything like this story? Do you know about anything similar in the world? Look at pictures of the actual setting.
2. Journal: Write or draw your thoughts about the changes caused by letting Swift River go.


Connections/Extensions: Environmental Issues
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter with a personal story idea that includes a change in ritual.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # SIX  
                 Personal Stories (Part 1)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 2.1 Participate in cooperative scriptwriting or improvisations that incorporate the 5w’s.
Student Objective: Tell a personal story that includes a routine or ritual that changed.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, simple generic props

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Enter with personal story idea and solo pantomime the ritual before the change.



	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 15 minutes)
	1. Partner Tableaux: One tell their story. Work together to create three tableaux to show story: 1. before the change, 2.

The change, 3. result of change.

2. Partner Pantomime: Other partner tell story and prepare a brief two-person pantomime showing the change.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary
(suggested 10 minutes)
	1. Vocabulary: tableau, pantomime

2. Context: How do you know when a personal story would make an interesting theatrical presentation? List criteria.

	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Teacher select one of their stories to use as a model. Stage it using suggestions from the entire group. Include stage areas, blocking and simple props. Write a portion as dialogue and include blocking.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	This will be done in next lesson.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: Would your story make an interesting theatrical presentation? Why or why not?


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts, Oral Language, Storytelling
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students enter in groups of 5. Each group should have at least one story that could be dramatized.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # SEVEN  
              Personal Stories (Part 2)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 2.1 Participate in cooperative scriptwriting or improvisations that incorporate the 5w’s.

              2.2 Create for classmates simple scripts that demonstrate knowledge of basic blocking and stage areas.
Student Objective: Select a story for group to perform; stage and rehearse it.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, simple generic props, Performance Task Organizer

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Enter in groups of 5. Play Follow the Changing Leader with that group.



	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 0 minutes)
	Done in previous lesson

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary
(suggested 5 minutes)
	Vocabulary: blocking, stage areas, improvisation, tableau



	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 15 minutes)
	Groups: Tell each story briefly and select one to dramatize. Begin to complete Organizer.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Groups: Decide how to stage the story. Select props. Rehearse.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: What do you still need for your performance?
2. Journal: Why did your group select the story you are presenting?


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: For the next lesson, teacher will have students bring items needed for presentation. Suggest a few generic, representational props. Bring completed Performance Task Organizers.

PERFORMANCE TASK ORGANIZER

Theatre – Grade Three

Module Four – Playmaking
Names of all group members:




Which student’s story was selected?

____________________________________


_______________________________

____________________________________




____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

Character List: ____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the Setting: _______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Plot:

Beginning: What was the ritual? _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Middle: What was the change? _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

End: What was the result of the change? _______________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Attach a Flow Map and a script written as dialogue with basic blocking indicated.
LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE
Module Four: Playmaking: We can create plays based on human experience.
Sample Lesson # EIGHT  
                Personal Stories (Part 3)   


                        
Grade:    3
Standard: 5.2 Develop problem-solving and communication skills by participating collaboratively in theatrical experiences.

Student Objective: Rehearse and add technical elements for performance.
Resources / Materials: Nametags, Music, Performance Task Organizer, anything needed for performance

	Opening Phase
	Gathering/

Warming-up

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Enter with everything needed for performance. 

2. Warm up in groups.



	                             Exploring/Creating Phase
	Exploring

(Suggested 10 minutes)
	List criteria for performance.

	
	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary
(suggested 5 minutes)
	Vocabulary: rehearse, critique



	
	Improvising/Inventing Story
(Suggested 0 minutes)
	Done in previous lessons.

	Sharing/Reflecting Phase
	Playmaking 

(Suggested 25 minutes)
	Groups: Rehearse. Apply criteria. Rehearse.

	
	Reflecting/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Journal: What contributions have you made to prepare your group’s performance?


Connections/Extensions: Language Arts
Teacher Task: Provide rehearsal time.
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