LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Arts Education Branch

DISCIPLINE:  THEATRE

Module Three: Theatre in the World: Theatre has origins in myth, storytelling, and ritual.

                                                                             SAMPLE PERFORMANCE TASK           




Grade:    3

Performance Task: Work with the class to create and perform a ritual based on Native American culture.
Standard: 2.1 Participate in cooperative scriptwriting or improvisations that incorporate the five W’s.
              3.1 Dramatize different cultural versions of similar stories from around the world.

              5.1 Use problem-solving and cooperative skills to dramatize a story or a current event from another content area, with emphasis on the five W’s.
Student Objective: Complete Performance Task.
Resource Materials: Nametags, music, drum, tambourine, amulet/totem cards, headbands and mantles, Book: The Legend of the Bluebonnet by Tomie DePaola, Native American doll, dream catcher, blue bonnet, simulated fire, performance task organizer, meaning of the Totem animals

	Gathering/

Warm-up
(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Teacher has students enter space in tribal families with completed Performance Task organizer.
2. Context: Teacher calls out each totem animal. Students who picked that animal card stand. Teacher reads qualities of that Great Spirit.

	Exploration

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Discussion: As a tribal family, discuss how each member, being guided by the Animal Totem, could help the entire tribe in thiis time of drought and famine.

	Review/Preview/ Vocabulary

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	Review Performance Task organizer.

	Improvisation/

Story
(Suggested 10 minutes)
	Rehearse re-enactment of The Legend of the Bluebonnet.

	Invention/ Playmaking 

(Suggested 20 minutes)
	Share performances.

	Reflection/

Journal Prompt

(Suggested 5 minutes)
	1. Discuss: How were the performances similar? How were they different from one another? What type of ritual was included?
2. Journal: Describe the steps your tribal family went through to create your performance. What were your contributions?


Connections/Extensions: Native American stories, nature, poetry
PERFORMANCE TASK ORGANIZER

Grade Three – Module Three

Native American Ritual – The Legend of the Bluebonnet
Who is your Shaman?                                                                    
What Animal Totem did he/she choose?

Family Members & Totem Animals & possession they will not sacrifice:

	NAME OF STUDENT
	TOTEM ANIMAL
	POSSESSION

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


She-Who-Is-Alone will be played by:

Which of the following will be part of your re-enactment?

POETRY                   DANCE                  SONG                       CHANT                  MUSIC                

What is your setting?

What is your plot?

           Beginning:

           Middle:

           Ending:
THE MEANING OF THE TOTEM (ANIMAL SPIRITS)

Bears have a great ability to look within and think. They bring the sweetness of truth to humanity.

Buffaloes know that all relations are sacred, and they bring abundance to all aspects of life.

Butterflies bring the ability to know the mind and to change it. They are skilled in the art of transformation and can show others how to change and adapt.

Deer are filled with love and compassion for others. Their gentleness touches the hearts and minds of wounded beings.

Dragonflies are the essence of change, the messengers of wisdom and enlightenment and provide communication from the elemental world of air, earth, fire and water.

Eagles represent a state of grace achieved through hard work, understanding, and a completion of the tasks given to them.

Frogs sing the songs that make life more bearable. They have a great ability to support others.

Horses bring great power. They carry burdens with ease and help humanity move forward.

Mountain Lion has the ability to lead without insisting that others follow. He or she understands that all beings are potential leaders in their own way.

Owls can see that which others cannot, which is the essence of true wisdom. Where others are fooled, Owl knows what is real.

Rabbits are great friends. They like to share al tell stories so other people can have a good time.

Raccoons are the protectors of the underdogs and provide for the young, the sick and the elderly. They unselfishly tend t6o the needs of others before taking anything for themselves.

Snakes are very creative. They are charming and intellectual and can lead when necessary.

Swans are the essence of beauty and grace. They bring a calming wind to the most chaotic circumstances.

Turtles are great protectors. They are the ones that others seek when things are difficult.

Wolves are teachers. They have an enormous sense of family, as well as a strong individual streak.

SCORING TOOL

GRADE THREE – MODULE THREE

Performance Task
	STUDENT
	ROLE IN RITUAL
	UNDERSTANDING 
	COOPERATION
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