Integrated Arts Lesson Template


	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	5


	Music/Language Arts      


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	Music 1.1

Read, write, and perform simple melodic notation in treble clef in major and minor keys.
	Reading 5.5

5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Students will set to music original compositions based on specific reading material.
	In groups, students will be assigned a chapter, scene, or stanza from specific reading material and asked to compose a verse of song summarizing the piece.


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

Students will use music to demonstrate how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fit together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 
How can we use music to help us understand and remember the literature we read?


	Materials/Resources

	Selected story, drama, or poem; writing materials




	Lesson/Activity Description

	1. To introduce the lesson concept, students should begin with a simple poem that has a sufficient number of stanzas to allow them to work with. Once students have studied and grown familiar with the poem, ask them how poems are similar to songs. Compare the idea of stanzas and verses, and point out that often poems have regular rhythms and meters, just like songs do.

2. As a group, come up with a tune and melody that applies well to the lines of the poem. Allow students to vary the music to suit each stanza. Turn them poem into a song, and have groups sing each stanza aloud.

3. To expand on this lesson, apply the same concept to another form of literature, such as a short play. After reading and studying the play, break the class into small groups and assign each group one scene from the play. In their groups, students should write a song verse that summarizes the assigned scene. Each verse should meet the criteria of a song, with a regular rhythm and meter. Students should then compose a melody using solfege.

4. Groups should take turns performing their original song verses. Discuss whether the verses work together as a song, or what must be changed in order to make the verses flow together. Compare melodies, major and minor keys, and meter and rhythm between each group.

5. Allow groups to edit and adjust their verses, working to make the individual verses flow together as a song. Type up and print out the groups’ completed verses and compare them to the original piece of literature. Discuss the effect of using music to help summarize and understand literature.




