Integrated Arts Lesson 


	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	5th
	Social Studies and Theatre


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	2.0 CREATIVE EXPRESSION

Creating, Performing, and Participating in Theatre

Students apply processes and skills in acting, directing, designing, and script writing to create formal and informal theatre, film/videos, and electronic media productions and to perform in them.

Development of Theatrical Skills

· 2.1 Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

· 2.2 Demonstrate the use of blocking (stage areas, levels, and actor's position, such as full front, quarter, profile, and full back) in dramatizations.


	5.2 Students trace the routes of early explorers and describe the early explorations of the Americas. 

1. Describe the entrepreneurial characteristics of early explorers (e.g., Christopher Columbus, Francisco Vásquez de Coronado) and the technological developments that made sea exploration by latitude and longitude possible (e.g., compass, sextant, astrolabe, seaworthy ships, chronometers, gunpowder). 

2. Explain the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of the explorers, sponsors, and leaders of key European expeditions and the reasons Europeans chose to explore and colonize the world (e.g., the Spanish Reconquista, the Protestant Reformation, the Counter Reformation). 

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Creation/Invention in Theatre

    2.3 Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating    formal or informal theatrical performances.
	Historical Interpretation

1. Students summarize the key events of the era they are studying and explain the historical contexts of those events. 

2. Students identify the human and physical characteristics of the places they are studying and explain how those features form the unique character of those places. 

3. Students identify and interpret the multiple causes and effects of historical events. 




	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

Students will research and create a play about one of the early explorers to the Americas. Students will make connections between what they have learned in their research and interpret what they think these explorers were like as people.

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 

1. What motivated the explorers?

2. Why did they come to the Americas?

3. What do you think they were like as people?



	Materials/Resources

	1. California Reflections, 5th Grade Social Studies text.




	Lesson/Activity Description

	This will be an informal theatrical performance. Students will read about some of the early explorers to the Americas. Teacher will guide the reading. After the reading, students will have time to answer questions and share ideas. Students will then break into groups of two or three and discuss one of the early explorers. Students will be looking for motivations and personal characteristics. They will then present a short play (1-2 minutes) that highlights what they think this person was like. 

During the presentation the student improvise what there character is like. While presenting their improvisation the students will focus on facts from the reading, interpreting the character, and their position to the audience, full front or quarter.



