
	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	5
	Theatre/Social Studies 


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	Theatre 2.1: Participate in improvisational activities to explore complex ideas and universal themes in literature and life.

Theatre 2.3: Collaborate as an actor, director, scriptwriter, or technical artist in creating formal or informal theatrical performances.

Theatre 5.1: Use theatrical skills to dramatize events and concepts form other curriculum areas.
	Social Science: 5.3 #2: Describe the cooperation that existed between the colonists and Indians during the 1600’s and 1700’s.

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	SWBAT participate in a planned improvisation that explores the ideas of cooperation between colonists and Indians.
	SWBAT demonstrate understanding of the ways that Indians and colonists cooperated with each other.


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

Perform in a cooperative planned improvisation showing ways that Indians and Colonists cooperated with each other.

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 
How and why did colonists and Indians cooperate with each other?


	Materials/Resources

	“Our Nation” student texts

Checklist for students with requirements for performance [may include requirements like clear, repeated actions; facing audience when acting; loud and clear speech; historical accuracy; interaction between colonists and Indians, both physically and verbally, etc]


	Lesson/Activity Description

	Session 1:

· Students will complete readings in the “Our Nation” text that describe relations between colonists and Indians.

· Students will analyze illustrations included in the text that depict Indians and colonists interacting with each other, and Think Pair Share to answer the following questions:

1) Who is being depicted in this picture? How do you know?

2) What is each individual or group doing in the picture? Why are they doing it?

3) What might they be saying to each other?

· After the discussion about the reading and images, the teacher will lead the class in a brainstorm about different activities that could be acted out showing ways that the two groups cooperated. Teacher will chart or record list on board. [examples include Indians showing colonists how to grow certain crops or hunt buffalo, colonists trading guns with Indians and showing them how to hunt with guns, etc.]

· Teacher will partner up students. In each pair, 1 partner will choose an action from the brainstormed list to pantomime, with the goal of their partner being able to guess what activity they are showing.  Switch roles and repeat with other partner. 

· After partner practice, teacher will divide class into groups of 4-6 students, depending on size of class. In each group, half the members [2 or 3 students] will be the Indians, and the other half the colonists.  In each group, each “side” [Indians or Colonists] much decide which cooperative action from the list they will “show” the other side, and the other side must decide how they will react, and which cooperative action they will then show to that side. Both sides must decide roughly what they will say to each other while demonstrating the actions, and while reacting to the actions. Teacher may need to remind the students that they are performing a planned improv, so they will not write down and memorize lines, but should just have a rough idea of what they will do and say when they perform.

· Teacher should allow groups a few minutes to plan and rehearse, as time allows.

Session 2

· Teachers should reconvene groups and allow each group a few minutes to review and rehearse their scene.

· Each group will perform, with the rest of the class as audience.

· After each performance, the audience will peer critique the performance by offering feedback [referring back to performance requirements checklist] on things like clarity of speech and actions, and how the performance demonstrated learning from the class readings and brainstorm discussion from the previous day. Repeat until all groups have performed and been peer critiqued.





