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	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	9 or 11


	Visual Arts, Dance, US History


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	VA - 2.1 Solve a visual arts problem that involves the effective use of the elements of art and the principles of design (Rhythm and movement) 

DANCE 2.2 Identify and apply basic music elements (e.g., rhythm, meter, tempo, timbre) to construct 

and perform dances.


	US HISTORY - 11.5
 Students analyze the major political, social, economic, technological, and cultural developments of the 1920s 

- 7. Discuss the rise of mass production techniques, the growth of cities, the impact of 

new technologies (e.g., the automobile, electricity), and the resulting prosperity and effect on the American landscape.

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Visual Arts

Students will  be able to identify the principles of design of rhythm and movement in a work of art and express these in an original abstract work of art.

Dance

Students will understand the principle of rhythm in dance, and use different types of rhythm and movement  in a dance composition that interprets the work of art presented.


	History

Students will identify changes in production during industrialization how these changes were experienced by different classes in US society.


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

Students will understand how changes in society impact different classes. strata of society and how those changes are reflected in the art and culture of that period.

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 

What was the impact of mechanization on US society and how was that reflected in the art of the time? How do artists express events and culture of their time?



	Materials/Resources

	Discs ,Oil painting 1918, by Fernand Leger. ( digital image)

Oil pastels, black paper

Zinn, The People’s History of the United States, Ch. 11

US History Textbook



LESSON DESCRIPTION:

Students will be studying Industrialization in there US History class. Based on readings from their text and selections from Ch. 11 of Howard Zinn’s People’s History of the United States they will discuss positive and negative impacts of industrialization on US society.  Students create a thinking map using a format of their choice to illustrate these impacts.

Students are introduced to concepts of rhythm and movement in visual art and dance:

rhythm connected to pattern and repetition, movement connected to pathway/lines, and different qualities of movement (in dance)

Students view the artwork  Discs , 1918, by Fernand Leger.   Using Visual Thinking Strategies teacher guides questioning to help students discover how the principles of design of rhythm and movement are employed in Discs,.  What do you see? Shapes? Lines?  What is repeating?  Students use gestures to show the movement of the painting. Question further to understand how this painting is making a comment on industrialization. What do the shapes remind you of?   (wheel and piston, train, factory). What is the “commentary”, celebrating or criticizing industrialization?  To deepen analysis other work by Leger can be viewed.  

ACTIVITY ONE:

IN GROUPS OF 4-6 students choreograph a short dance sequence which represents the movement of the painting “Discs”. They will use all the Elements of Dance -Time ( rhythm) Body (loco-motor and non locomotor movements). Space - (Levels, Shape), Energy ( movement quality).  They will also refer to the Pros and Cons of Industrialization as they identify what they “see” as shapes, rhythm and movement in the visual art and translate the history and visual interpretation into dance movement.

GROUP ASSESSMENT:  Fellow students identify elements of dance used.  Identify

commentary students were making with their dance about the impact of industrialization.

ACTIVITY TWO:

Visual Arts -  Students create an abstract drawing expressing rhythm and movement and industrialization.  Materials: Black construction paper.  Oil pastels or construction paper crayons.

1. With white crayon or oil pastel, draw a “pathway” (parallel lines- zig zag, wavy etc..) across the paper.

2. Determine two shapes or objects to draw along the pathway in a “pattern” to create rhythm. (shapes or objects should relate to industrialization, gears, pistons, towers,smokestacks)

3.  Additional lines and shapes are added to balance out negative space. ( all with white)

4. Students choose 4 colors to fill in the black paper space, being mindful of creating color patterns.  Oil pastel colors can be blended or mixed for more texture.

5.  Drawing is complete when ALL black paper is colored in.

Assessment _ Art walk- comments on what fellow students SEE, WHAT ARTWORK REMINDS THEM OF.  AS WHOLE GROUP SHARE OUT, also identify rhythm (pattern) movement

(pathway)  in student work.

ACTIVITY THREE:

Make connection of year painting was made, and what was happening historically at that time Refer to Zinn article/excerpt on Industrialization.

Students will write a five paragraph interpretation of the painting Discs, relating it to industrialization, and referring to the “text” of the Leger painting, as well as the text of the Zinn article.
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Fernand Leger, Disks, 1918









