	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated

	K


	Dance and Common Core English


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity


	· Dance 2.1  Create movements that reflect a variety of daily tasks and activities. 
Dance 5.1 Participate in dance games, sing songs, recite poems, and tell stories from countries around the world.

	English

RL 2  With prompting and support retell familiar stories including details

RL 9  With prompting and support compare and contrast the adventure and experiences of characters in familiar stories.

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline


	Students will be able to…Imitate and create their own movements to go along with a story, including the feelings of the characters as the story progresses.
	Students will be able to…Remember details of a story and demonstrate how this story is unique and interesting, including the lesson or moral of the story.


	Integrated Student Objective


	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.  At the end of the integrated activity, students will be able to…Make movements that go along with a story, telling of the characters feelings and actions, copying some movements and creating some of their own.  

	Essential Question
	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson?

What is the moral of this story and what are the details that allow us to learn from the characters’ actions and feelings?  With dance, how will your movements to the characters allow you to get a better understanding of the importance of their actions?  Also, using movements to tell a story is a form of storytelling.




	Materials/Resources

	The book, The Tortoise and the Hare, music with two distinct rhythms and several variations


	Lesson/Activity Description

	The teacher will read the story, “Tortoise and the Hare”.  The students will be asked while listening to the story to get a feel for the emotions of the characters throughout the story, and how these emotions change.  After the story, students will think pair share to their neighbors about what emotions the characters felt during the story.  Then as a whole class, the teacher will lead the students in understanding the story from an emotional point of view, how the characters changed their emotions and how they evolved and what the characters learned.

After reading the students will be asked to move to two different sets of music, one fast and one slow.  The music will differ in all ways, not just rhythm, and will be two different types of music.  One will be Ravel’s “Bolero” and the other “Rock Around the Clock” by Bill Haley.

The students will be asked to follow along with the music with two distinct types of movements, one fast and upbeat, the other slow and rhythmic.  

The students will be asked to add to these two different types of movements, a feeling that corresponds to the story as it’s being read.

The teacher will read the story (an abbreviated version)  to music as the students dance the characters mentioned.  The story will be read slowly as Bolero will be played when reading about the race from the tortoise point of view, then stop and Rock Around the Clock will be played when the story talks of the rabbit.  The students will be instructed to create a dance about the feeling of the character’s actions (not necessarily the actions themselves) When the story is finished, the students will talk about what it was like to dance to feelings and characters.  Sharing first will be student to student in pairs, then the teacher will pick a few students to share out to the whole class, and perhaps even show how they depicted the rabbits feelings and character, as well as the tortoise.  

The lesson in the story will be discussed first in pairs, then whole group.  Since there is more than one way to write the moral, their differing points of view will be evident in their sentences later.

Writing assignment will be to write about what the story means to them, the essence of the moral.  This can be accomplished in one or two sentences, for instance, “The story means slow and steady wins.” Or “You have to pay attention all the time.”  Whatever their takeaway from the discussion on the meaning is, that will be their sentence.  Since this requires a bit more writing skill, this lesson would probably only be appropriate by the end of the Kindergarten year.  By that time, the students will understand how to form sentences and understand what a moral of a story is.



