
	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	3
	Dance, Social Studies and Language Arts


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	3.5 Historical and Cultural Context – Name and demonstrate dances of Native Americans.
	3.2 Students describe the American Indian nations in their local region long ago and in the recent past. 

1.
Describe national identities, religious beliefs, customs, and various folklore traditions. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.3.1.C

Ask questions to check understanding of information presented, stay on topic, and link their comments to the remarks of others.


	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Students will learn and perform a rain dance.
	After hearing a story and viewing a video of a Native American rain dance, students will be able to discuss the characteristic and significance of the rain dance to Native Americans. 


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

At the end of the integrated activity, students will be able to perform a rain dance and articulate its characteristics and significance to Native Americans 

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 
What is the significance of the rain dance to Native Americans?


	Materials/Resources

	Native American folktale, video of a rain dance, musical accompaniment, and open area for performance.



	Lesson/Activity Description

	· Introduction/Motivation: 
· Read the students a folktale about and provide them with the history of a rain dance. 
· Body of the Lesson:  
· Ask the students higher order thinking questions about the rain dance and facilitate a discussion.
· Provide the students with the following instructions for performing a rain dance:

1. Locate a large open area outdoors to perform your Native American rain dance. Choose an inspiring place where you are surrounded and inspired by nature to achieve the best mood and setting in which to dance. 
2. Form your Native American rain chant. Your chant should be rhythmical and easy to say quickly and can be anything as simple as repeating "Rain" over and over again. 
3. Raise your hands to the sky and begin to spin in clockwise circles while chanting softly. Close your eyes, and become one with nature; gain inspiration from the breeze on your cheek and the smell of the outdoor air.
4. Spin faster gradually while increasing the volume of your Native American chant, until you are spinning as fast as you can and yelling your chant as loud as you can. 
5. Continue dancing and chanting simultaneously as long as you wish before abruptly stopping and dropping to your knees.
· Allow the students to view a video of Native Americans performing a rain dance and ask them to look for all of the elements identified in the rain dance instructions.  
· Following the viewing of the video ask the students if they were able to see all of the elements of the rain dance.
· Students will form a chant and then practice the steps of the rain dance with the chant.    

· Wrap-up/Reflection/Conclusion

· The students will perform the rain dance in unison.  

· Ask the students about the origin of the rain dance.    

· Assessment Strategies


· (formal, informal; application of learning, teacher observation, etc.) The assessment strategy will be informal.  During the question portion of the lesson, I will listen to the students’ answers and during the performance portion of the lesson, I will make sure the students perform the dance to the best of their ability.



