Integrated Arts Lesson Template


	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	4
	Theatre, HSS, CCSS ELA


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area


Theatre 2.1 Demonstrate the emotional traits of a character through gesture and action. 


Theatre 5.1 Dramatize events in California history. 

	
	HSS 4.4 Students explain how California became an agricultural and industrial power, tracing the transformation of the California economy and its political and cultural development since the 1850s.
 HSS 4.4.2. Explain how the Gold Rush transformed the economy of California, including the types of products produced and consumed, changes in towns (e.g., Sacramento, San Francisco), and economic conflicts between diverse groups of people

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.4.3
Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.4.1
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Students will: work collaboratively in small groups to create and perform tableau to show how characters interact with the setting and situation.  
	Students will: understand and demonstrate the setting, motives, and actions of “49ers” and how they change before coming to California, at their arrival, and after the Gold Rush.


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

The learner will work with peers to create and use tableau to demonstrate how the Gold Rush (setting and situation) can drive and change a group of people’s motives and emotions over a period of time. 

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 
Explain in what ways and why a typical 49er might change from before the Gold Rush, during the Gold Rush, and after the Gold rush?  


	Materials/Resources

	· Class created Gold Rush concept map
· Class created Gold Rush time line

· Access to http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/calgoldrush/CalGoldRush.htm#Events 

· Chart of tableau expectations: 

Clearly and effectively communicates idea, event or story
Highly effective use of space in the arrangement of the image
Use of varying levels adds strong impact to the depiction 
Strong Facial expressions and gesture to contribute meaning  
All players are in clear view of the audience
Transitions are extremely smooth and add dramatic effect
Evidence of thorough organization and collaboration to create image
· Chart paper

· Markers

· Space


	


	Lesson/Activity Description

	Previous to the activity:
· Students have been taught tableau

· Class creates a basic time lime of the Gold Rush 

James Marshall discovers gold at Sutter's sawmill

Gold Rush starts to attract people from around the world

California becomes a state

Gold becomes more scarce

Development of better mining techniques

Population of California exceeds 300,000

 

Sacramento becomes the California State Capital

 

 

Discovery of silver in Nevada ends the California Gold Rush

1848

1849

1850

1852

1853

1854

1855

1856

1857

1859

· Using multiple sources class created a concept map of the Gold Rush organized by “before, during, and after” and “how people arrived, economy / cost of living, motives by peoples, and law and order.”
Activity (over two days):
· Most prospectors were previously storekeepers, cooks, carpenters, teachers, farmers or some other trade before heading to California in search of gold.  Create a class flow map depicting a typical person’s story including a beginning, middle, and end.
· Assign groups to segments of the flow map.  

· Review qualities of an EXCEPTIONAL tableau and post

· Students create a tableau of their portion.

· Groups perform at the same time.  Positive feedback given (i.e.: “I saw good use of levels.”)
· All groups improvise, revise, practice as needed
· Groups perform in sequential order

· Each group chooses or is assigned a profession or representation of a prospector or peoples (Chinese, Europeans, Mexicans, South Americans and even Native Americans) and creates a tableau showing before they immigrated.
· The groups use improv to change the tableau scene to their arrival in California.
· The groups use improv to change the tableau scene to after they’ve been in CA for a few weeks.
· The groups use improv to change the tableau scene to after the Gold Rush ends.
· After practice, each group performs and class discusses what was seen.


	



