	Grade
	Content Areas Being Integrated 

	5
	Exquisite Creature Descriptive Writing (Visual Arts/Language Arts)


	
	Arts Discipline
	Other Content Area

	Standards

Addressed in the Integrated Lesson/Activity
	Visual Arts 1.3

Analyze Art Elements and Principles of Design

1.3 Use their knowledge of all the elements of art to describe similarities and differences in works of art and in the environment.
	Writing Standard 5.3

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear

event sequences.

	Student Objectives in Each Discipline
	Working in groups of three, students will create multiple “exquisite creature” compositions to use in a writing assignment.
	Students will select one or more of the “exquisite creatures” that have been drawn and incorporate them into a narrative writing piece.


	Integrated Student Objective
	What is the objective of the integrated activity? Look at connections being made between the two content areas.

The objective is to use original artwork as the inspiration for written work, and to successfully describe the artwork in the writing so that the reader can identify which “exquisite creature(s)” have been included in the narrative.

	Essential Question


	What is the question you want the students to be able to answer at the end of this lesson? 
Which creature(s) are being described in this piece? What specific words, phrases, or details allowed you to identify the creature? How did the writer allow the characters, or creatures, influence the story being told?


	Materials/Resources

	11 by 13 paper, markers, writing materials




	Lesson/Activity Description

	1. Discuss the idea of unusual characters. Brainstorm qualities, characteristics, and adjectives that might describe a given character. List responses on chart paper or board as a word list.”

2. Distribute paper to all students. Model how to divide the paper in thirds, widthwise. Distribute one thick marker to each student.

3. Explain/model the assignment. Each student will begin with the top third of the page (folded over so remaining page is hidden) on which he/she will draw the top half of the exquisite creature. Students will draw for thirty seconds each, making sure their ending lines “bleed” over onto the next section very slightly, so the following artist will have a reference point from which to begin. At the end of the thirty seconds, students will fold the paper so the top third is hidden and pass the paper to the right. For the next thirty seconds, students will be responsible for drawing the middle section of the exquisite creature, without peeking at what has already been drawn. Lines should again bleed over slightly onto the bottom third. Finally, students again pass papers to the right—first folding the page to hide the previous two drawings—and for another thirty seconds, they will draw the bottom third of yet another exquisite creature. Students then unfold the pages to see the interesting creatures they have created together.

4. Display all exquisite creatures. Have students note characteristics or qualities of various creatures and apply words from the word list to specific creatures. Encourage them to come up with additional words or phrases that come to mind when viewing a given creature.

5. Students will select one or more creatures and design a narrative writing piece featuring the creatures. Within each story, the students must provide enough description of the creature to allow the audience to match the story to the drawing. Students should use the artwork as inspiration for the story itself, using the creature’s unique characteristics to imagine who this creature might be, what he/she might do or want, how he/she might behave. Imaginations should be working overtime!

6. Conduct a reader’s theater, in which students take turns reading narrative pieces aloud. While listening, the audience should make notes of which creature(s) they believe they have identified as characters in the story and what aspects of the writing led them to believe so. Following the read aloud, allow the audience to offer their guesses and justification.

· Multiple modifications of this lesson are easily incorporated to differentiate the lesson to a variety of abilities and grade levels. Teachers should scaffold the lesson as appropriate for the class.





