Developmental Stages

THEATRE

Kindergarten – Grade One

Children in kindergarten and first grade are still in Piaget’s Pre-operational Stage (2-7 Years).  They have started to use verbal and visual symbols – language and images - to represent objects.  A pre-operational child is highly literal in comprehension.  He/she still learns from concrete evidence, while older children and adults can think in abstractions. The pre-operational child is unaware of another person’s perspective. He/she exhibits “omnipotent,” egocentric thought and language.

Children in the pre-operational stage are still learning to distinguish fantasy from reality and are highly engaged in fantasy play.  They can be observed organizing comprehension of their environment through role-playing.

In instruction, children in the Pre-operational stage need tasks broken down into clear, step by step directions. 

Performance concerns:  Spotlight anxiety, or stage fright, can be traumatic for young children and can cause lasting damage.  Even when they volunteer, students at this age should not be asked to perform spontaneously in front of the class or an audience.  Rehearsed students should not perform unless they are well prepared.  Performances at this age should be in intimate, safe spaces, for small audiences only.


Kindergarten skills to be built through dramatic play:


Responding actively to stories


Understanding the difference between fantasy and reality


Sequencing


Moving from parallel play to belonging to/interacting with a group


Pretending in fantasy play


Imitating


Performing call and response activity


Acquiring vocabulary 


Selecting and using simple props

Watching live theatre respectively

Suggested Theatre Components:


Sensory journeys


Storytelling with participation


Short improvisations with an adult


Simple pantomime activities


Statues


Walkabouts

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Talking about what you’re doing, thinking, and feeling with appropriate language


Journaling with pictures

First grade skills to be built through drama activities:

Learning rules for games


Assigning roles


Playing language and word games


Listening to stories


Identifying self as a learning person


Observing outside themselves



Distinguishing between a character on stage and a person performing the role (actor)

Predicting and inferring from stories


Improving gross motor skills 

Suggested Theatre Components:


Sensory journeys with conflicts and problems


Retelling/dramatizing stories


Short improvisations with classmates


Pantomime activities with beginning, middle, end


Statues with feelings


Walkabouts with detail

Selecting and using simple props and costume pieces


Watching live theatre and discussing it
Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Interviewing about what you’re doing, thinking, and feeling with appropriate language


Documenting


Journaling with pictures and words

Grade Two 

Second grade students are entering Piaget’s Concrete Operational Stage.  They are still very concrete in their thinking but are beginning to think logically and sequentially, especially when aided by visual and verbal cues. They are not as egocentric as younger children, but they still see the world with themselves at the center.  They are able to follow narrative in storytelling. 

Children at this age are very literal.  They do not understand irony or nuance.  In instruction, expectations should be clearly stated and specific.  In creative activities, these students do well with defined parameters.

Performance concerns:  One must not mistake enthusiasm for readiness at this age.  Second graders will often volunteer excitedly when asked to perform, but may freeze or fall into giggles when actually selected to perform in front of the class.  Spotlight anxiety, or stage fright, can be traumatic for young children and can cause lasting damage.  Careful time and attention should be used to prepare students with fall back phrases, gestures, expressions well rehearsed for any performance in front of an audience. 


Skills to be built through drama activities:
     Developing structured stories, understanding structure
     Understanding objectives and motivation
     Understanding character vs. person vs. actor
     Developing and resolving social conflicts 

     Recognizing gender differences
     Developing independence
     Beginning to write with creativity and detail
     Determining, finding and using basic props, costume and set pieces

     Viewing live theatre and discussing production elements
Suggested Theatre Components:


Retelling/dramatizing stories


Creating original stories


Developing characters


Improvisations with partners


Pantomime stories


Tableaux of story points and objects


Machine for cooperation


Small group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Role Playing as self-discovery ad socialization


Using goals and objectives


Journaling with personal narrative


Documenting

Grade Three
Students in grade three love to please.  They are curious and enjoy learning.   It is an age where they still feel omnipotence, a sense of being the center of their universe, and they have a sense of urgency about their needs; however, they are beginning to feel empathy for others.  They are emotionally expressive and recognize the cause and effect in their interactions. They have a growing sense of agency or empowerment.  

Physically, children at this age are developing greater control of their fine motor skills.  They can separate movement hemispheres (left/right, cross-axis movement).  They can sort and organize objects and ideas, lead and follow directions.  They can follow rules in a group.  They begin to be able to critique their own artwork and that of others.

Students at this age are still very literal.  Sarcastic or ironic humor may be lost on them.  In instruction, it is still necessary to make expectations specific and clear, and give defined parameters for creative tasks.

Performance concerns:  Students at this age will often volunteer enthusiastically when asked to perform, but may freeze or devolve into silliness when actually selected to perform in front of the class.  Careful time and attention should be used to prepare students well for any performance in front of an audience. 

Skills to be built through drama activities:


Showing cause and effect through improvisation


Resolving conflict through improvisation


Identifying universal characters and themes in stories


Separating and crossing movement hemispheres


Following rules in a game


Empathizing with characters in stories and with others in class


Critiquing stories and performances


Telling and writing stories with beginning, middle and end


Designing, creating and gathering appropriate props, costumes and set pieces


Viewing live theatre and discussing personal reactions to the production elements

Suggested Theatre Components:


Retelling, dramatizing, and/or creating stories around significant themes


Developing complex characters


Improvisations with partners and small groups


Pantomime complex stories


Tableaux of plot points, situations, settings


Machine for cooperation and abstraction


Group collaborations
Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Identifying cause and effect


Journaling about preferences and the learning process


Documenting


Designing and using assessment tools


Willing suspension of disbelief

Grade Four

Fourth grade students understand conflict and resolution.  They can look at situations from different points of view.  They are reading more fluently and they are better able to imagine different times and places in the past, present and future.

At this age, social groups are forming and children are sensitive to peer pressure and cultural differences.

Performance concerns:  Students at this age are increasingly eager to perform and bring their individuality and self-expression to the stage.  They need to learn to practice and rehearse, to focus and stay in character in improvisational performances.


Skills to be built through theatre activities:


Understanding conflict and resolution


Creating character


Exploring dramatic structure in stories


Understanding different points of view


Sensing time: past, present and future


Imagining other times and places 


Connecting to history and culture


Reading fluently


Forming social groups


Dealing with peer pressure


Empathizing with characters’ feelings, motivations and objectives

Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting and sound


Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing critiques
Suggested Theatre Components:


Retelling/dramatizing stories using various styles


Creating original stories with detailed structure and complex themes


Developing complex characters with specific motivations and objectives


Improvisation that establish and solve conflicts


Pantomime complex stories as specific characters


Tableaus of concepts, situations, plot points


Machine for abstraction


Group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Begin keeping a portfolio including issues and opinions, scripts, critiques, descriptions


Using dramatization to explore peer issues and cultural influences
Grade Five

Students in the fifth grade are approaching Piaget’s age of Formal Operations. They are beginning to be able to consider many possibilities for a given condition. They are able to deal with propositions that explain concrete facts. They are able to plan and to think ahead.

Children at this age are beginning to reason with abstract thought and to empathize with persons and situations outside of themselves.  They have a growing sense of self-awareness and are beginning to have inhibitions about their behavior and appearance.

Performance concerns:  Students at this age are developing inhibitions about appearance and appropriateness. They may be self-conscious and uncomfortable on stage and may need a heightened level of trust with their audience.

Skills to be built through theatre activities:


Dealing with abstract reasoning


Understanding nuance and irony


Comparing and contrasting universal concepts


Sustaining interest longer – attention span increases 


Leaving and returning to a task


Reading longer works


Highly defining fine motor skills 
   
Sensing what is accepted – image-making
    
Improvising with intent leading to product


Defining and discovering self


Building trust


Empathizing with people and characters


Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting and sound


Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing critiques

Suggested Theatre Components:


Retelling/dramatizing stories using various styles, cultural traditions, and believability


Creating compelling, original stories with universal themes, well-structured plots, and interesting characters


Developing complex, believable characters with detailed motivations and objectives


Improvisations that reveal character relationships and establish and solve conflicts


Pantomime complex stories as specific characters in established settings


Tableaux of concepts, situations, plot points


Machine as abstraction


Group collaborations

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Inventing and developing characters through the writing process


Using abstract reasoning to understand self and others


Building a portfolio including technical elements


Grade Six

Students in the sixth grade are entering or approaching Piaget’s age of Formal Operations. They are beginning to have the ability to consider many possibilities for a given condition.  They have the ability to use planning to think ahead. They are increasingly able to comprehend complexity in conflict and in controversy.  They understand and use figurative language. Most significantly, students at Piaget’s final stage of cognitive development increase their ability for abstract thinking.  Formal operational thinkers can recognize and identify a problem, state several alternative solutions, collect information and try out and assess possible approaches.

In instruction, students at this age may be challenged and inspired to achieve beyond the task at hand or may express boredom and become disengaged.  It is important to connect to their experience, their curiosities and their affective concerns.

Skills to be built through theatre study:


Investigating values 


Making decisions based on judgment


Developing a self-identity


Trusting others


Searching for positive role models


Planning and following through on complex tasks


Joining and contributing to organizations and groups


Expressing emotion in effective ways


Asking for specific actions and expressing preferences


Memorizing scripts, rehearsing and designing productions


Understanding different cultures and different times in history


Designing, gathering and creating appropriate props, costumes, sets, lighting and sound


Viewing live theatre and discussing the production elements and writing critiques
Suggested Theatre Components:


Develop short productions, either from scripts adapted from literature or original, rehearse, design, and present them for an audience.


Determine the purpose of productions (entertain, persuade, inform, etc.) and develop the show accordingly.

Discovering, reflecting, assessing:


Reflecting and revising in rehearsal process


Identifying personal values


Using writing and performing to explore issues of identity


Building a portfolio including all elements of theatre

