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Section 3030(10), Title 5, CCR defines a Specific Learning Disability as a disorder in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, which may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations, including conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia, and results in a severe discrepancy between his/her intellectual ability and achievement in one or more academic areas. The basic psychological processing areas include attention, visual, processing, auditory processing, sensory-motor skills, cognitive abilities including association, conceptualization and expression.

In determining eligibility, the public agency may consider whether a pupil has a severe discrepancy between his/her intellectual ability and achievement in oral expression, listening comprehension, written expression, basic reading skill, reading comprehension, mathematical calculation, or mathematical problem solving.

Note: 
· Overall cognition should not be below average. Note significant and/or relative strengths and areas of need. If there are more scores below average than average, the student should not be identified as having average cognition. 
· If most processing scores are below average and the student’s academic work is below average, this is not a discrepancy.  
· The decision as to whether or not a discrepancy exists shall take into account all relevant material which is available on the pupil. No single score or product of scores, test or procedure shall be used as the sole criterion for the decisions of the IEP team as to the pupil’s eligibility for special education.
· A processing deficit is identified by a pattern of below average scores within a processing area. One single below average score does not indicate a deficit.


Basic Psychological Processes 

Attention processing – The ability to maintain focus and attention to a task. This may include the student’s ability to selectively attend, detect relevant stimuli among irrelevant ones, and resist responding to distractors. 

Examples of difficulty with attention processing may include deficits in:
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· Paying attention during academic tasks
· Focusing on stimuli 
· Sustaining and shifting attention/focus
· Encoding and retrieving information from working or short-term memory
· Ignoring distractions 
· Completing tasks in a timely manner
· Planning and organizational skills 
· Performing consistently across assessment measures or consistently on tasks that have similar demands
· Executive functioning


· 
Visual processing - The ability to recognize, analyze, remember, organize, visualize or generally make sense out of what one sees. 

Examples of difficulty with visual processing may include deficits in:


· Seeing the difference between two similar letters, shapes or objects
· Distinguishing an image within a competing background
· Noticing the similarities and differences between certain colors, shapes and patterns
· Tracking while reading
· Writing with proper spacing and size
· Organizing visual information on a page
· Reversing  letters/words/numbers


Auditory processing – The ability to recognize, analyze, synthesize, hold onto and remember what one hears. 

Examples of difficulty with auditory processing may include deficits in:

· 
· Remembering what is heard
· Remembering the order of auditory information
· Blending and segmenting sounds
· Learning to read
· Distinguishing the difference between similar sounds (Example: Seventy and seventeen).
· Understanding spoken language
· Following directions and remembering details
· Listening (but not hearing) 
· Distinguishing meaningful sounds from background noise
· Staying focused on auditory information being given
· Remembering people’s names
· Memorizing telephone numbers
· Following multi-step directions
· Recalling stories or songs
· Confusing multi-digit numbers, such as 74 and 47
· Confusing lists and other types of sequences
· Remembering the correct order of a series of instructions

Sensory-motor skills - The integration of perceptual and cognitive skills to organize physical output. 

Examples of difficulty with sensory-motor skills may include deficits in:

· 
· Motor output including speech, gross motor and fine motor skills 
· Sensitivity (over or under) to touch, movement, sights, or sounds
· Physical clumsiness or apparent carelessness
· Self-control 
· Transitioning from one situation or activity  to another
· Handling scissors, eating utensils, and other handheld devices
· Performing various fine motor activities, such as zipping and buttoning clothing without looking, difficulty with dressing and handwriting .


Association - The process of acquiring basic units of information in memory, establishing systems for relating these units to each other as in matching same/different, pattern or logical groups. It involves long term memory (as opposed to immediate or short term), and serves as a foundation for the more complex operations of conceptualization, sense of cause and effect relationships, sense of part-to-whole relationships, and development of basic organizational relationships. 

Examples of difficulty with association may include deficits in: 

· 
· Memorizing and using materials in one situation but not recalling or using the same information in another 
· Learning information through association (ex. connecting faces with names, dates with events, relation ideas with concepts) 
· Remembering information or demonstrate skills after exposure and teaching of the skill or information
· Recalling information on tests 
· Pairing auditory with visual information 
· Memorizing (poems, facts) 
· Following multiple step directions 
· Recalling of details, procedures, skills, methods, and events in life
· Recalling information quickly, accurately or easily
· Understanding and processing complex directions
· Following directions in general 
· Remembering information long enough to process for comprehension
· Recalling sequences
· Processing information quickly


Conceptualization - The analysis, classification, organization, transformation and synthesis of information/concepts to figure out verbal and non-verbal problems. Using information in a complex manner as might be needed for tasks involving social awareness, problem solving, logical reasoning skills, judgment, decision making, abstracting, generalizing, inferential thinking and fluid reasoning. 

Examples of difficulty with conceptualization may include deficits in:

· 
· Using information in complex situations
· Abstract thinking – the process of using information in an increasingly complex and fluid manner 
· Understanding that units of information can be combined, rearranged, and used in multiple step operations
· Reasoning beyond rote performance 
· Transferring information to new situations and generalizing learned material
· Following directions 
· Understanding meaning and details from material read or heard 
· Demonstrating logical thought, making choices, inferring, drawing conclusions  
· Doing multi-step activities 
· Organizing and understanding hierarchical nature of materials 
· Demonstrating reversibility in thought
· Keeping two or more ideas in mind  
· Seeing the likeness and differences between ideas, concepts, and objects
· Strategizing for grouping information into smaller units 
· Selecting and verbalizing appropriate relationships between objects and concepts 
· Incorporating new information 
· Categorizing into sets and subsets 
· Separating essential from non-essential details
· Creative thinking
· Testing and discarding hypotheses

· Verbalizing what has been learned 




Expression –The ability to organize and use verbal information to express his/her thoughts orally and in writing. It includes the production of meaningful speech and communication. 

Examples of difficulty with expression may include deficits in:

· 
· Organizing and expressing thoughts orally, with gestures, or in writing
· Engaging in social discourse and asking for help
· Using correct vocabulary and/or syntax 
· Expressing thoughts in language at a level typical for his/her age or grade
· Retrieving words, responding to questions, and organizing ideas verbally
· Speaking fluently  
· Defining words
· Reading comprehension 
· Explaining ideas or concepts 
· Listening comprehension 
· Formulating sentences
· Participating in class discussions
· Verbally recalling information and facts
· Abstract thinking
· Using practical knowledge and judgment in social situations 
· Talking around a subject with vague rather than precise terms
· Evaluating a situation and giving a pertinent response


Exclusionary Factors
Not primarily due to environmental, cultural or economic disadvantage, limited English proficiency, limited school experience, poor attendance, emotional disturbance, intellectual disability, or visual, hearing or motor impairment:      
Considerations include:    
· Attendance: Excessive number of absences, may be more than 10 per year
· If the student is ELD 1 or 2, refer for bilingual assessment to address limited English proficiency. If the student is ELD 3-5, consider a bilingual consultation. 
· Students who are new to the country may not have had the benefit of “formal” instruction
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