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Based on Section 3030(1), Title 5, CCR, in order to qualify for Special Education services under the category of Autism, the following definition must be met: “Autism means a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction, generally evident before age three, and adversely affecting a child’s educational performance. Other characteristics often associated with Autism are engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements, resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines, and unusual responses to sensory experiences.” 

	* The list of behaviors delineated below is not exhaustive. A student may exhibit some or all of the behaviors. Refer to the eligibility criteria.



Verbal and nonverbal communication and social interaction are significantly affected 
Specific examples of difficulty with communication may include:
· Documentation of a delay or lack of development of spoken language 
· Inability to initiate or sustain a conversation
· Stereotyped/repetitive language/idiosyncratic language 
·  Speech may have abnormal pitch, tone, rate, intonation, rhythm or stress (monotonous, inappropriate to context, question-like inflection at the end of a statement/echolalia)
·  There may be difficulties with comprehension and delays in pragmatics (difficulty integrating words with gestures and understanding humor).  
· Documentation of a pattern of impairment in the use of multiple nonverbal behaviors (eye contact, facial expression, body posture, gestures)
Specific examples of impaired social interaction may include:
· Failure to develop peer relationships appropriate to developmental level
· There may be a varied lack of interest in establishing friendships where social isolation or characteristics of withdrawn behavior may be observed
· Although a student may be interested in social interaction he/she may lack understanding of social conventions/lack of joint attention, using others as a tool, an unawareness of others, or abnormalities of mood or affect (absence or exaggeration of emotional reaction).
· Immature play behaviors as compared to chronological age (ex. dumping and filling, stacking). 
· Attachment to an inanimate object.

Other characteristics may include:
Resistance to environmental change or change in daily routines
Specific examples may include:
· Resistance to or distress over trivial changes
· An interest in nonfunctional routines or rituals or an unreasonable insistence on following routines
· Difficulties with transitions (between environments, activities).
· History of temper tantrums when child does not get his/her way
· Difficulties with compliance
Engagement in repetitive activities and stereotyped movements

Specific examples may include:
· Playing with parts of objects (wheels of cars, spinning parts of objects, looking at blinking lights of objects.  
· Documentation of preoccupation with one or more stereotyped, restricted areas of interest that is abnormal in intensity or focus
· Documentation of abnormalities in posture (walking on tiptoes, odd hand movements and body postures)
· Documentation of stereotyped body movements (hand clapping, whirls (turns in circles) finger-flicking, rocking)
Unusual responses to sensory experiences

Specific examples may include:
· Student may present as hyperactive/impulsive
· Odd responses to sensory stimuli (high threshold for pain, oversensitivity to sounds or being touched, exaggerated reactions to light or odors)
· Self-injurious behaviors such as head banging, finger/wrist/hand biting

These researched attributes are provided to give the assessor a structured guide for evaluating behaviors.      	Page 1 of 2
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