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1. Introduction 

1.1 BACKGROUND 
This document includes a compilation of  the public comments received on the Ascot Avenue Elementary 
School Comprehensive Modernization Project Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), supporting Initial 
Study, and provides Los Angeles Unified School District’s (LAUSD’s) responses to the comments.  

Under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), a lead agency has no affirmative duty to prepare 
formal responses to comments on an MND. The lead agency, however, should have adequate information on 
the record explaining why the comments do not affect the conclusion of  the MND. Although Not Required, 
in the spirit of  public disclosure and engagement, the LAUSD—as the lead agency for the Proposed 
Comprehensive Modernization Project—has responded to all written comments submitted during the 30-day 
MND public review period, which began March 28, 2019, and closed April 26, 2019.  

1.2 PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
The District circulated the MND for a 30-day public review period from March 28, 2019 to April 26, 2019. A 
CEQA Notice of  Intent was published in two newspapers: the Daily News and La Opinion; mailed to 
approximately 1,973 addresses located within a quarter-mile radius with a flyer for the April 11, 2019 community 
meeting; e-mailed or mailed directly to interested parties, including but not limited to those who expressed 
interest during the preliminary research and design phase; sent home with Ascot Avenue Elementary School 
students; and posted at the school. The IS/MND was made available to the public for review at three different 
locations and on two websites. 

The District filed the Notice of  Intent with the Los Angeles County Clerk, sent copies of  the Notice of  Intent 
to the State Clearinghouse for distribution to potentially affected State agencies and delivered copies directly to 
local agencies, organizations, and known interested parties. Copies of  the MND were available for review 
electronically on the OEHS website; hard copies were available for review at the District’s OEHS, Ascot ES 
main office, and Vernon-Leon H. Washington Memorial Branch Library. A total of  three agency comment 
letters were received after the public review period. No written comments from the community or individuals 
were received. 

On April 11, 2019, a community meeting was held for the Ascot Avenue Elementary School Comprehensive 
Modernization Project (proposed project) from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The meeting was held during the 30-day 
public review period of  the proposed MND and Preliminary Environmental Assessment Equivalent (PEA-E). 
The meeting was attended by 30 people, including 17 members of  the community, nine Los Angeles Unified 
School District (LAUSD) staff, two Sapphos Environmental, Inc. staff, one Spanish language interpreter, and 
one representative from the City of  Los Angeles 9th City Council District. The meeting was held in the 
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Auditorium of  the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus at 1447 East 45th Street, Los Angeles, California 
90011. 

1.3 DOCUMENT FORMAT  
This document is organized as follows:  

Section 1, Introduction. This section describes CEQA requirements and the content of  this document.  

Section 2, Response to Comments. This section provides a list of  agencies and interested persons 
commenting on the MND, copies of  comment letters received during the public review period, and individual 
responses to written comments. To facilitate review of  the responses, each comment letter has been reproduced 
and assigned a number. Individual comments have been numbered in each letter, and the letter is followed by 
responses from LAUSD with references to the corresponding comment number. 

1.4 CEQA REQUIREMENTS REGARDING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 (b) outlines parameters for submitting comments on mitigated negative 
declarations and reminds persons and public agencies that the focus of  review and comment of  MNDs should 
be “on the proposed findings that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.” If  the 
commenter believes that the project may have a significant effect, they should: (1) Identify the specific effect, 
(2) Explain why they believe the effect would occur, and (3) Explain why they believe the effect would be 
significant. 

Comments are most helpful when they suggest additional specific alternatives or mitigation measures that 
would provide better ways to avoid or mitigate the significant environmental effects. At the same time, reviewers 
should be aware that the adequacy of  an MND is determined in terms of  what is reasonably feasible. CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15204 (c) advises, “[re]viewers should explain the basis for their comments, and should 
submit data or references offering facts, reasonable assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion supported 
by facts in support of  the comments. Pursuant to Section 15064, an effect shall not be considered significant 
in the absence of  substantial evidence.”  

Section 15204 (d) also states, “[e]ach responsible agency and trustee agency shall focus its comments on 
environmental information germane to that agency’s statutory responsibility.” Section 15204 (e) states, “[t]his 
section shall not be used to restrict the ability of  reviewers to comment on the general adequacy of  a document 
or of  the lead agency to reject comments not focused as recommended by this section.” 

Finally, CEQA does not require a lead agency to conduct every test or perform all research, study, and 
experimentation recommended or demanded by commenters. Written responses to comments are not required 
for MNDs; however, it is LAUSD’s policy to respond in writing to all comments. When responding to 
comments, lead agencies need only respond to potentially significant environmental issues and do not need to 
provide all information requested by reviewers, as long as a good faith effort at full disclosure is made in the 
environmental document.   
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2. Response to Comments 
This section provides all written comments received on the circulated MND and supporting Initial Study and 
the District’s response to each comment.  

 

Letter Reference Commenting Person / Agency Date of Comment Page Number 

A Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation April 8, 2019  2-5 

B South Coast Air Quality Management District April 23, 2019 2-11 

C Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority April 26, 2019 2-21 

D 
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) State 

Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 
April 29, 2019 2-35 

E State of California Department of Transportation District 7 May 3, 2019 2-41 

F Community Meeting Comments April 11, 2019 2-45 
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LETTER A – Andrew Salas, Chairman, Gabrielino Band of  Mission Indians – Kizh Nation 

April 8, 2019 
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1. Response to Comments from Gabrielino Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation, dated April 8, 
2019 

Response to Comment A-1 
 

The District sent out a comment request letter to seven local tribes around the Los Angeles area on January 
8, 2019. The letter included notification for the proposed Project and 10 other LAUSD Comprehensive 
Modernization projects, along with notification for an additional Classroom Expansion project. One 
request for consultation on the proposed Project was received from Andrew Salas of the Gabrieleno Band 
of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation on January 9, 2019. The consultation date was set for March 21, 2019. 
LAUSD shall continue consultation with the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians/Kizh Nation regarding 
the proposed Project.  

As required by LAUSD Standard Conditions of Approval for District Construction, Upgrade, and 
Improvement Project (SCs), SC-CUL-10, all construction work will stop when evidence of Native 
American resources is uncovered. Work shall not continue until the discovery has been evaluated by a 
qualified Archaeologist and the local Native American representative has been contacted and consulted to 
assist in the recordation and recovery of the resources.  
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LETTER B – Lijin Sun, J.D., Program Supervisor, CEQA IGR, South Coast Air Quality Management District 

April 23, 2019 
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2. Response to Comments from South Coast Air Quality Management District, dated April 23, 2019 

Response to Comment B-1 
 
Thank you for your comment. The modeling methodology has been reviewed, and the noted 
inconsistencies have been corrected to ensure that the regional and localized emissions from the proposed 
Project are accurately accounted for. The overall construction-related daily emissions for the criteria 
pollutants remain below SCAQMD daily thresholds for significance after adjusting the modeling 
parameters. 

LAUSD will consider the SCAQMD’s recommended mitigation measures and recommendation for 
consultation prior to remedial on-site activities during its decision-making process. 

Response to Comment B-2 
 
LAUSD as Lead Agency under CEQA will consider all comments received during the public review period. 
LAUSD will provide SCAQMD with written responses to all comments prior to adoption of the Final 
MND. 

Response to Comment B-3 
 
The model has been rerun using CalEEMod to address the noted inconsistencies. Table 5, Estimated Daily 
Construction Emissions (Unmitigated); Table 6, Estimated Daily Construction Emissions (Mitigated); and Appendix 
C, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Background and Modeling Data, have been revised accordingly. After 
rerunning the model, the proposed Project’s construction activities would remain compliant with the 
SCAQMD threshold of significance using the estimation of 18,000 cubic yards of soil import/export to 
the Project site.  

Response to Comment B-4 
 
The model has been rerun using CalEEMod to reflect the project-specific equipment listed in the IS/MND. 
Appendix C, Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Background and Modeling Data, has been revised 
accordingly. 

Response to Comment B-5 
 
The proposed project’s regional and/or localized construction emissions are not significant after revisions 
to the air quality analysis.  

Response to Comment B-6 
 
The comment advises consultation with SCAQMD engineering and permitting staff prior to remedial 
activities or operations to determine whether or not any permits or plans are required to be filed and 
approved by SCAQMD. The following language has been added to the Air Quality and Hazards and 
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Hazardous Materials sections of the MND for clarification based on the findings of the preliminary 
environmental assessment equivalent (PEA-E) report: 

Projects that involve earth-moving activities of more than 50 cubic yards of soil that contain identified 
toxic air contaminants (TACs) are subject to South Coast Air Quality Management (SCAQMD) Rule 
1466. As the Project would involve earth-moving activities of more than 50 cubic yards, LAUSD would 
sample and test soils for the presence of TACs to determine if the Project is subject to SCAQMD Rule 
1466. If TACs are found, LAUSD shall comply with all relevant and appropriate requirements of 
SCAQMD Rule 1466. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 
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LETTER C – Shine Ling, Manager, Transit Oriented Communities, Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

April 26, 2019 

 

 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-20 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-21 

 



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-22 

 



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-23 

 

 



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-24 

 



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-25 

 

3. Response to Comments from Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority, dated 
April 26, 2019 

Response to Comment C-1 
 

The comment identifies Metro transit lines that operate on Vernon Avenue and Compton Avenue, adjacent 
to the project site (please see Table 2-1, Existing Transit Routes; and Figure 2-1, Existing Transit Routes). A full 
summary of transit service within the vicinity of the proposed Project has been included in the IS/MND 
(Table 2-1 and Figure 2-1). 

TABLE 2-1 
EXISTING TRANSIT ROUTES 

Route Destinations Roadway(s) near Site 

No. of Buses/Trains 
during Peak Hour 

DIR AM PM 

Metro 55, 355 Willowbrook to Downtown Los Angeles via 
Watts, Los Angeles 

Vernon Avenue, Compton 
Avenue, 46th Street 

NB 

SB 

8 

4 

5 

6 

Metro 105 West Hollywood to Vernon via Beverly Hills, Los 
Angeles, Leimert Park 

Vernon Avenue, Ascot 
Avenue, Compton Avenue 

EB 

WB 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Metro 611 Cudahy to Maywood via Huntington Park, 
Florence, Los Angeles, Vernon 

Vernon Avenue, Compton 
Avenue, 46th Street 

NB 

SB 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Metro 705 West Hollywood to Vernon via Beverly Hills, Los 
Angeles, Leimert Park 

Vernon Avenue EB 

WB 

5 

7 

5 

5 

Metro Blue 801 Long Beach to Downtown Los Angeles via 
Carson, Compton, Willowbrook, Watts, Florence, 
Los Angeles 

Vernon Blue Line Station NB 

SB 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Dash Southeast 37th and Grand circular to Exposition Park via 
South Figueroa Corridor, Central Alameda, 
South Park, South Los Angeles, Vermont Harbor 

Vernon Avenue, Compton 
Avenue 

NB 

SB 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Total    52 48 

SOURCE: 

Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro), City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) 
websites, 2019. 

 
  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-26 

 

 



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-27 

Extensive public bus and rail transit service are provided within the proposed Project study area. Public 
bus transit service is currently provided by Metro and LADOT DASH Transit Service. The Metro Blue 
Line is also provided in close proximity to the Project site. Metro’s nearest Blue rail line station is located 
approximately one-quarter mile east of the site, at the Vernon Station located at 4421 Long Beach Avenue. 
As noted previously, a summary of the existing transit service, including the transit route, destinations and 
peak hour headways is included as Table 5.3-1, and the existing public transit routes are illustrated in Figure 
5.3-1. In addition, the existing public transit stops adjacent to the Project site are noted in Figure 2 of the 
Pedestrian and Safety Study. This comment provides general information and is not a direct comment on 
environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will be forwarded 
to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or denial action 
being taken on the Project. 

LAUSD shall consult with Metro and LADOT during development of the Project design to ensure that 
bus service is not interrupted as a result of the proposed Project. This would be conducted as part of SC-
T-4 (coordination with the local jurisdiction to agree on implementation of SR2S, traffic control and 
pedestrian safety devices). 

Response to Comment C-2 
 

The comment outlines the conditions associated with the final bus stop. This comment provides general 
information regarding bus stop conditions and is not a direct comment on environmental issues, or the 
content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-
makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or denial action being taken on the Project. 
In addition, any existing bus stops along the Project frontage that are temporarily relocated during 
construction would be fully restored upon Project completion. 

As shown in Figure 5.3-1, Existing Transit Routes, in response to Comment C-1, the existing bus stops 
adjacent to the Project site are located on Vernon Avenue near the northwestern portion of the campus 
and Compton Avenue near the northeastern portion of the campus. The proposed Project would be limited 
to LAUSD property and not involve replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary 
School or replacement of bus stops. The proposed Project would involve resurfacing the Ascot Avenue 
Elementary School campus to be ADA-compliant and replacing the teacher parking lot in the northwestern 
corner of the campus along Vernon Avenue with classrooms. The campus would continue to be 
surrounded with a perimeter fence after Project completion. 

Response to Comment C-3 
 

The comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to 
any approval or denial action being taken on the Project. A detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan 
shall be prepared in coordination with LADOT and the Department of Building and Safety, including any 
street or sidewalk closure information, detour plans, haul routes and staging plans (SC-T-4). Any temporary 
relocations of existing bus stops would also be outlined and would be required to be restored upon Project 
completion. 
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The impacts during construction have been fully analyzed in the IS/MND. Construction traffic is 
summarized on pages 5 through 12 of the Pedestrian and Safety Study (Appendix J of the MND). It was 
determined that the Project-specific construction-related traffic would be significantly less than the daily 
operations of the Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 

Response to Comment C-4 
 
As shown in Figure 3 of the Pedestrian and Safety Study contained within Appendix J of the IS/MND, 
vehicular movements into and out of the proposed Project site is planned to be provided via the cul-de-
sac of 45th Street and Ascot Avenue due to the relocation of the surface parking lot at the northwest corner 
of the site to the southern portion of the campus. Thus, since no driveways are planned along the Compton 
Avenue frontage (similar to existing conditions) and no new driveways are proposed along the Vernon 
Avenue frontage, no interference with existing bus transit stops is expected to occur as a result of the 
Project. 

Response to Comment C-5 
 
The commenter requests that the District consider bus stop enhancements as part of the Conditions of 
Approval. This comment provides general information regarding bus stop enhancement examples and is 
not a direct comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. Mitigation 
may only be required when there is a direct nexus to a significant impact. Since there is no impact on public 
transit, there is no justification for requiring the bus stop enhancement. As such, the comment will be 
forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or denial 
action being taken on the Project.  

Response to Comment C-6 
 
This comment provides general information regarding Metro contacts to be contacted in advance of the 
Project’s construction activities. As such, it is not a direct comment on environmental issues, or the content 
or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers 
for their required consideration prior to any approval or denial action being taken on the Project. 

Response to Comment C-7 
 
The commenter encourages the Project sponsor to be mindful of the Project’s proximity to the bus stop, 
including orienting pedestrian pathways towards the stop. As shown in Figure 5.3-1, Existing Transit 
Routes, in response to Comment C-1, the existing bus stops adjacent to the Project site are located on 
Vernon Avenue near the northwestern portion of the campus and Compton Avenue near the northeastern 
portion of the campus. The proposed Project would be limited to LAUSD property and not involve 
replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary School or replacement of bus stops. 
The proposed Project would involve resurfacing the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus to be ADA-
compliant and replacing the teacher parking lot in the northwestern corner of the campus along Vernon 
Avenue with classrooms. The campus would continue to be surrounded with a perimeter fence after Project 
completion, with gated entrances to the school providing controlled access. As stated in Section 3.2, 
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Proposed Project, of the MND, the proposed Project would include site-wide programmatic access 
upgrades to comply with ADA and new fencing and gates. As with the existing condition, the proposed 
Project would limit pedestrian access to the campus for security, which would be concentrated along Ascot 
Avenue and E 45th Street (not adjacent to the existing bus stops). 

Response to Comment C-8 
 
This comment provides general information regarding bus and bus line transfer activity and is not a direct 
comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will 
be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or 
denial action being taken on the Project. The proposed Project would be limited to LAUSD property and 
not involve replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary School or replacement of 
bus stops. 

Response to Comment C-9 
 
This comment provides general information regarding walkability and sidewalk amenities and is not a direct 
comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will 
be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or 
denial action being taken on the Project. The proposed Project would be limited to LAUSD property and 
not involve replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 

Response to Comment C-10 
 
This comment provides general information regarding access (first-last mile connections to transit) and is 
not a direct comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the 
comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any 
approval or denial action being taken on the Project. The proposed Project would be limited to LAUSD 
property and not involve replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 
Pedestrian access to the campus would continue to be provided at E 45th Street and Ascot Avenue. 

Response to Comment C-11 
 
This comment provides general information regarding active transportation and is not a direct comment 
on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the comment will be 
forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any approval or denial 
action being taken on the Project. The Project would not encourage driving over other modes. Where 
feasible, additional bike racks would be installed to provide more opportunities for alternative means of 
transportation. The exact type and quantities for these facilities will provided per the LAUSD School 
Design Guide and finalized as the Project design is refined and finalized. 

Response to Comment C-12 
 
This comment provides general information regarding multi-modal transportation wayfinding and is not a 
direct comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. As such, the 
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comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to any 
approval or denial action being taken on the Project. The proposed Project would be limited to LAUSD 
property and not involve replacement of the sidewalk surrounding Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 

Response to Comment C-13 
 
This comment encourages an analysis of multi-modal transportation modes, including multi-modal LOS 
calculations and pedestrian audits. As stated in Section 3.2, Proposed Project, of the MND, the proposed 
Project would not increase the current capacity of the Ascot ES campus. As stated in Section XIV, 
Pedestrian Safety, of the MND, there would be no additional vehicle trips for school drop-off/pick-up 
after construction activities are complete. There would be a minor shift in vehicular traffic from E 45th 
Street cul-de-sac to Ascot Avenue where the new administration building would be situated. During both 
construction and operation, implementation of -SC-PED-2, SC-PED-3, SC-PED-4, and SC-T-4 would 
be required to minimize pedestrian safety risks to students.   

Response to Comment C-14 
 
This comment encourages the incorporation of transit-oriented, pedestrian-oriented parking provision 
strategies such as the reduction or removal of minimum parking requirements. LAUSD staff currently 
utilize the existing parking and would continue to utilize the replacement parking, with weekend 
opportunities for nearby businesses and churches to utilize the parking on the weekends via the Civic 
Center permit process. 

Response to Comment C-15 
 
This comment provides general information regarding Metro’s employer transit pass programs and is not 
a direct comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. The proposed 
Project evaluates a proposed physical change to the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus and does 
not address programs. The proposed Project has no unresolved significant impact on employee 
transportation; therefore, there is no nexus for evaluating the Annual Transit Access Pass (A-TAP) and 
Student Transit Access Pass programs in conjunction with the proposed Project.  

Response to Comment C-16 
 
The Pedestrian and Safety Study in Appendix J of the IS/MND includes a discussion of the Project impacts 
related to the Congestion Management Plan (CMP) roadway facilities, consistent with the comment. The 
commenter is referred to page 10 of the Pedestrian and Safety Study for this detailed discussion. As 
discussed, the Project would not contribute enough traffic to CMP roadway facilities to trigger the need 
for a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA), and no further analysis is required. 

Response to Comment C-14 
 
This comment encourages the incorporation of transit-oriented, pedestrian-oriented parking provision 
strategies such as the reduction or removal of minimum parking requirements. LAUSD staff currently 
utilize the existing parking and would continue to utilize the replacement parking, with weekend 
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opportunities for nearby businesses and churches to utilize the parking on the weekends via the Civic 
Center permit process. 

Response to Comment C-15 
 
This comment provides general information regarding Metro’s employer transit pass programs and is not 
a direct comment on environmental issues, or the content or adequacy of the IS/MND. The proposed 
Project evaluates a proposed physical change to the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus and does 
not address programs. The proposed Project has no unresolved significant impact on employee 
transportation; therefore, there is no nexus for evaluating the Annual Transit Access Pass (A-TAP) and 
Student Transit Access Pass programs in conjunction with the proposed Project.  

Response to Comment C-16 
 
The Pedestrian and Safety Study in Appendix J of the IS/MND includes a discussion of the Project impacts 
related to the Congestion Management Plan (CMP) roadway facilities, consistent with the comment. The 
commenter is referred to page 10 of the Pedestrian and Safety Study for this detailed discussion. As 
discussed, the Project would not contribute enough traffic to CMP roadway facilities to trigger the need 
for a Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA), and no further analysis is required. 
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LETTER D – Governor’s Office of  Planning and Research (OPR) State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 

April 29, 2019 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-34 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 

 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-35 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-36 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 

  



A S C O T  A V E N U E  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  M O D E R N I Z A T I O N  P R O J E C T  
L O S  A N G E L E S  U N I F I E D  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

2. Response to Comments 

June 2019 Page 2-37 

Response to Comment D-1 
 
The comment verifies that no state agencies submitted comments by April 26, 2019, and acknowledges 
that the District has complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental 
documents in accordance with CEQA. The District will add State Clearinghouse (SCH) # 2019039153 to 
the cover of the Final MND. 
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LETTER E – Mya Edmonson, IGR/CEQA Branch Chief, State of  California Department of  Transportation, 
District 7 Office of  Regional Planning  

May 3, 2019 
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Response to Comment E-1 
 

The comment identifies that Interstate 10 (I-10) is the nearest State facility to the proposed Project. Adverse 
impacts are not expected to occur. A full summary of impacts and necessary mitigation measures of the 
proposed Project has been included in the IS/MND.  

Response to Comment E-2 
 
The comment encourages the Lead Agency to consider reduction in vehicle speeds for the safety of 
pedestrians and bicyclists. The comment provides general information on how to reduce vehicle speeds by 
the construction of separated facilities, warning signage, flashing beacons, crosswalks, and other signage 
and striping. Currently, a reduced speed limit has been applied in the existing school zone. Further speed 
restrictions will be considered, and coordination will be undertaken by the City if deemed appropriate. As 
such, the comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration 
prior to any approval or denial action being taken on the Project. 

Response to Comment E-3 
 
The comment will be forwarded to the District’s decision-makers for their required consideration prior to 
any approval or denial action being taken on the Project. The MND acknowledges that transportation of 
heavy construction equipment and/or materials that require the use of oversized-transport vehicles on 
State highways require a Caltrans transportation permit. LAUSD or their designee will submit the necessary 
permits prior to initiation of such activities.  
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F – Community Meeting Comments 

April 11, 2019 

 

On April 11, 2019, a community meeting was held for the proposed Project from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The 
meeting was held during the 30-day public review period of  the proposed MND and Preliminary 
Environmental Assessment Equivalent (PEA-E). The meeting was attended by 30 people, including 17 
members of  the community, nine Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) staff, two Sapphos 
Environmental, Inc. staff, one Spanish language interpreter, and one representative from the City of  Los 
Angeles 9th City Council District. The meeting was held in the Auditorium of  the Ascot Avenue Elementary 
School campus at 1447 E 45th Street, Los Angeles, California 90011. The purpose of  the meeting was to 
describe the proposed project, provide an overview of  the process undertaken by LAUSD in support of  their 
role as a Lead Agency pursuant to CEQA, the determination to prepare an MND, present the MND findings, 
and solicit input from the public on the proposed project and the MND. After a project presentation and a 
summary of  the MND findings, 17 questions and comments were provided verbally. 

Verbal 
Comment 
Number 

Environmental 
Issue Area Comment Verbal Response at Meeting 

F-1 Public Services 
(Security) 

Concerned about security along 
the alley – new trees? 

Along the alley (south of Project site), Project will involve 
installing a wall and trees. The wall will not extend to the 
edge of the alley – it will be set back to provide visibility for 
traffic entering/exiting alley. 

F-2 Aesthetics 
(Lighting) 

How is the lighting going to be 
increased? 

Project will provide general walkway lighting at night. 
Increased daylight and improved lighting will be provided in 
new classrooms – LAUSD has specific guidelines, such as 
the color of the bulb, to facilitate learning. 

F-3 Project 
Description 
(status update) 

Do we have a design? The Project is still in the earliest phase of the design 
process, which is based on identifying feasibility or re-
utilizing existing structures and appropriate areas of the 
campus for accommodating the proposed program – 
please see the zone map (buildings would be located along 
the northern and western perimeter to enclose the site 
around the kids and keep them safe). Project will be more 
enclosed than existing condition. 

F-4 Project 
Description / 
Transportation 
(Parking) 

Any recreational areas?  

 

Parking is limited already. 

The proposed Project would either match or increase the 
number of play stations. Project would include more turf, 
landscaping, shade trees, and shelters. The play area 
surface would be cool surface coating to reduce 
temperature of play area by 10 degrees Fahrenheit. Once 
further into design, LAUSD will come back to the 
community with another meeting. 
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Verbal 
Comment 
Number 

Environmental 
Issue Area Comment Verbal Response at Meeting 

F-5 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety (Safety 
Valet Program) 

Will there be valet parking in the 
morning? 

LAUSD has evaluated potential implementation of its 
Safety Valet Program1 along 41st Street and Ascot Avenue 
in a circulation study. The study evaluated curb cuts, etc. 
The study found that curb cuts do not provide a benefit to 
the campus and would reduce the play area. Curb cuts 
would impact only 15–20 minutes in morning and evening; 
it was a tradeoff to maximize what is provided to kids. 

 

The Safety Valet Program is coordinated by school 
principals with help from school police, who teach 
volunteers (it is all volunteer-run). If parents are interested, 
please talk to the principal. The program involves cars 
lining up and parents opening doors for kids so and 
escorting them to campus safely. 

 

The design would consider new striping, signage, and paint 
along the curb to limit parking during school drop off/pick 
up hours and keep parking for residents. 

F-6 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety (Safety 
Valet Program) 

The valet parking started a few 
weeks ago. 

Keep for Ascot. 

If curbs widened, will alleviate risk 
for children and parking issues. 

LAUSD has looked at widening the curb out. This was tried 
at other schools; it can create other issues. It can create a 
safety hazard in some situations because merging cars 
create another conflict. In this situation it is better to limit 
parking with curb paint and signage and a valet program. 
At other schools, curb cuts add more safety concerns. 
Adding curb drop off lane at most sites will not alleviate 
traffic flow. 

F-7 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety / Public 
Services 
(Enforcement) 

Valet parking here actually works. 
If we start implementing on this 
side of school, it will work. 

When people receive citations for 
illegal parking, they get the 
message. Need more parking 
enforcement push on streets. 
Road rage is a concern – people 
are too busy near a school site. 

Enforcement is sometimes what it takes. The valet system 
takes a few years to implement. Once parents buy in, so 
much improvement. 

F-8 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety 
(Parking) 

46th and Ascot Avenue: where will 
people park? 

Traffic might block at certain times. 
Some parents stop in middle of 
street 

School day parking is a 1–2 hour (parking restriction for 
pick up and drop off times only. 

F-9 Public Services 
(Enforcement) 

Concerned about dumping in the 
alley, which might bring the school 
down. Can a camera be set up? 

LAUSD is not authorized to place cameras to record 
activities outside of school facilities. LAUSD can coordinate 
with the City regarding mitigation measures, ways to 
improve visibility. Maybe a partial height wall with wrought 
iron on top would provide some visibility. 

 

LAUSD can coordinate with City to try to reduce 
undesirable behaviors. 
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Verbal 
Comment 
Number 

Environmental 
Issue Area Comment Verbal Response at Meeting 

F-10 Public Services 
(Enforcement) 

Trash bins? A lot of people are 
selling things and they trash the 
corner. They throw their trash 
everywhere. 

LAUSD can look into this enforcement issue. It is the City’s 
land (public right-of-way); LAUSD can coordinate with City 
regarding how to control some street vendors. 

 

9th District City Council Representative (Councilman 
Curren Price’s office): The City will be increasing the 
number of trash bins in the area. 

F-11 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety 

Were road bumps previously 
considered? Would eliminate 
some issues. 

Dialogue with the City Department of Transportation 
(LADOT) is needed. Need neighborhood consensus for 
road bumps (neighbors are most impacted). 

 

9th District City Council Representative: Mr. Price called, 
no feedback. Could look in to. Speed bumps are on a 
lottery system. Neighbors need to request them. The City 
installs speed bumps on 2 streets per year. A LADOT 
study was done – Ascot ES is a safe route to school. Is 
that on their radar? 

 

Commenter was encouraged to explore the LADOT 
website to apply for speed bumps. 

F-12 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety / Public 
Services 
(Enforcement) 

Not everyone has resources from 
a computer (a lot of land 
lines/phones). People don’t know 
their resources, who to call. Speed 
bumps improved 46th Street 
speeding/racing. People don’t 
respect the stoplight. 

9th District City Council Representative: it has to be 
community-led, but the Councilman’s office is willing and 
available to support the community in their efforts. 

 

LAUSD is a Safe Route to School2 and Vision Zero, which 
is a neighborhood-initiated movement. 

F-13 Public Services 
(Enforcement) 

This Project is beautiful, but it will 
be full of trash; Compton Avenue 
does not have street sweepers. 

LAUSD empathized with the community’s concern related 
to maintaining the areas surrounding the school. LAUSD 
can have a dialogue with the City regarding additional 
enforcement efforts that can be undertaken to improve the 
surrounding areas, specifically to reduce the accumulation 
of refuse and associated unsightly condition. 

 

The proposed Project is within the school property line. 

 

9th District City Council Representative: Unfortunately, 
Compton Avenue is not considered residential (therefore 
not street swept). Commercial / industrial streets are the 
responsibility of the City of Los Angeles Bureau of Street 
Services. 

F-14 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety / Public 
Services 
(Enforcement) 

There are street sweeping signs 
(no parking). 

9th District City Council Representative: not for street 
sweeping. I can check if we have street sweeping. the 
Councilmember’s representative requested that the 
commenter provide locations, in the vicinity of Ascot 
Elementary where Street Sweeping signs are posted, but 
street sweeping is not evident 

F-15 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety / Public 
Services 
(Enforcement) 

On Compton Avenue, signs are 
out there (street sweeping). 
People cannot park; if it’s going to 
be enforced… 

9th District City Council Representative: Compton Avenue 
is not residential. The Councilmember’s representative 
stated a willingness to coordinate with the City make sure 
eligible streets are being swept. 
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Verbal 
Comment 
Number 

Environmental 
Issue Area Comment Verbal Response at Meeting 

F-16 Public 
Outreach 

Another meeting before you start 
the Project? 

Yes. There was a meeting in December 2018, this is the 
environmental meeting now then design update meetings, 
then preconstruction meetings, then construction meetings. 
LAUSD will send out notices and keep the public in the 
loop, particularly those that signed in and provided contact 
information. 

 

The next public meeting will be the Board of Education 
hearing. In June 2019 the Board will determine whether or 
not to proceed with this Project.  LAUSD (Ashley Mercado) 
will keep the community updated. 

F-17 Transportation / 
Pedestrian 
Safety  

At Ascot, a light to turn is needed. 9th District City Council Representative: can submit 
request to LADOT to review. 

SOURCE: 
1 LAUSD. N.d. OEHS Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Program. Available at: https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/4238 
2 City of Los Angeles. N.d. Safe Routes to School, Los Angeles, California. Available at: http://saferoutes.lacity.org/ 
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Response to Comment F-1 
 
Section 3.2, Project Description, of the MND has been revised to clarify that, along the alley (south of Project 
site), the proposed Project would involve installing a wall and trees. The wall would not extend to the edge 
of the alley—it would be set back to provide visibility for traffic entering/exiting alley. 

Response to Comment F-2 
 
Section 3.2, Project Description, of the MND has been revised to clarify how the lighting would be increased 
as a result of the Project (outdoor walkways and increased daylighting in classrooms). 

Response to Comment F-3 
 
Section 3.2, Project Description, of the MND has been revised to clarify that the massing of the buildings 
would be designed to enclose the site around the kids along the northern and western perimeter to keep 
them safe from busy streets. 

Response to Comment F-4 
 
Section 3.2, Project Description, of the MND has been revised to clarify that the proposed Project would 
either match or increase the number of play stations and include more turf, landscaping, shade trees, and 
shelters. The play area surface would be cool surface coating to reduce temperature of play area by 10 
degrees Fahrenheit. Once further into design, LAUSD will come back to the community with another 
meeting. 

Response to Comment F-5 
 
Section 2.4, Existing Conditions, of the MND has been revised to clarify that the Safety Valet Program is 
active at Ascot Avenue Elementary School along 41st Street and Ascot Avenue. 

Response to Comment F-6 
 
Section 2.4, Existing Conditions, of the MND has been revised to clarify that the Safety Valet Program is 
active at Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 

Response to Comment F-7 
 
Section 2.4, Existing Conditions, of the MND has been revised to clarify that the Safety Valet Program is 
active at Ascot Avenue Elementary School. 

Response to Comment F-8 
 
Section 3.2, Project Description, of the MND has been revised to clarify that school parking would be 
restricted to a 1- to 2-hour loading-only zone during pick-up and drop-off times only. 
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Response to Comment F-9 
 
LAUSD will coordinate with the City regarding ways to improve visibility and reduce security concerns 
about illegal dumping immediately south of the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus. 

Response to Comment F-10 
 
LAUSD will coordinate with the City regarding concerns about enforcement of littering violations around 
the Ascot Avenue Elementary School campus. 

Response to Comment F-11 
 
The City Council will follow up with the community regarding the request for road bumps on Compton 
Avenue (a Vision Zero designated street). 

Response to Comment F-12 
 
The City Council will follow up with the community regarding how to report violations (e.g., speeding) 
within the neighborhood. 

Response to Comment F-13 
 
LAUSD will coordinate with the City of Los Angeles regarding the request for street sweepers on Compton 
Avenue. 

Response to Comment F-14 
 
The City Council will follow up with the community regarding street sweeping on Compton Avenue. 

Response to Comment F-15 
 
The City Council will follow up with the community regarding a potential discrepancy between street 
sweeping restriction signs and street sweeping activities. 

Response to Comment F-16 
 
LAUSD will continue to provide notice for upcoming meetings during the Board of Education decision 
regarding the proposed Project, as well as the design, pre-construction, and construction phases. 

Response to Comment F-17 
 
The City Council will follow up with LADOT regarding a request for a traffic light to turn at Ascot Avenue. 
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3. Mitigation Monitoring & Reporting Plan 
This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been prepared pursuant to Public Resources 
Code Section 21081.6, which requires adoption of  a MMRP for projects in which the Lead Agency has required 
changes or adopted mitigation to avoid significant environmental effects. LAUSD is the Lead Agency for the 
proposed Ascot Avenue Elementary School Classroom Addition Project (the Project) and therefore is 
responsible for administering and implementing the MMRP.  

The proposed Project and all other LAUSD School Upgrade Program-related projects are required to comply 
with design standards, conditions and sustainable building practices. Certain standards assist in reducing 
environmental impacts, such as CALGreen1 and the LAUSD Standard Conditions of  Approval,2 as applicable 
by incorporating features and conditions into the project definition and design.  

Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS).3 The Project would include CHPS criteria points 
under seven categories: Integration (II), Indoor Environmental Quality (EQ), Energy (EE), Water (WE), Site 
(SS), Materials and Waste Management (MW), and Operations and Metrics (OM). Under the current 2014 CA-
CHPS criteria, the project would earn at least 250 points—110 prerequisite criteria points and 140 criteria credit 
points. The optional credit points would be determined during later site and architectural design phases, but all 
prerequisites are required.  

Project Design Features. Project Design Features (PDFs) are environmental protection features that modify 
a physical element of  a site-specific project and are depicted in a site plan or documented in the project design 
plans. PDFs may be incorporated into a project design or description in order to offset or avoid a potential 
environmental impact and do not require more than adhering to a site plan or project design. Unlike mitigation 
measures, PDFs are not special actions that need to be specifically defined or analyzed for effectiveness in 
reducing potential impacts.  

Standard Conditions of  Approval. LAUSD Standard Conditions of  Approval are uniformly applied 
development standards that were compiled from established LAUSD standards, guidelines, specifications, 
practices, plans, policies, and programs, as well as from the District’s typically applied mitigation measures. The 
Standard Conditions were adopted by the LAUSD Board of  Education in November 2015.4 The Standard 
Conditions of  Approval have been updated since the adoption of  the 2015 version in order to incorporate and 
reflect changes in the recent laws, regulations, and the Los Angeles Unified School District’s standard policies, 
practices, and specifications. The conditions are divided into the 19 LAUSD CEQA environmental topics 

                                                      
1  California Green Building Standards Code, Title 24, Part 11, of the California Code of Regulations. 
2  LAUSD OEHS, "Standard Conditions of Approval for District Construction, Upgrade, and Improvements Projects,” Adopted by the Board of 

Education on February 5, 2019. 
3  The Board of Education’s October 2003 Resolution on Sustainability and Design of High Performance Schools, directs staff to continue its efforts to 

ensure that every new school and modernization project in the District, from the beginning of the design process, incorporate CHPS (Collaborative for 
High Performance Schools) criteria to the extent possible. 

4  LAUSD. 2015. Program EIR for the School Upgrade Program. Available at: http://achieve.lausd.net/ceqa (see Program EIR). 
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(Appendix G of  the CEQA Guidelines). For each Standard Condition of  Approval compliance is triggered by 
factors such as the project type, existing conditions, and type of  environmental impact.  

Mitigation Measures. If  after incorporation and implementation of  Federal, State, and local regulations, 
CHPS prerequisite criteria, Project Design Features, and Standard Conditions of  Approval there are still 
significant environmental impacts, then feasible and project-specific mitigation measures are required to reduce 
impacts to less than significant levels. Mitigation under CEQA Guidelines Section 15370 includes: 

 Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts of  an action. 

 Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or magnitude of  the action and its implementation. 

 Rectifying the impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the impacted environment. 

 Reducing or eliminating the impact over time by preservation and maintenance operations during the life 
of  the action. 

 Compensating for the impact by replacing or providing substitute resources or environments. 

Mitigation measures must further reduce significant environmental impacts above and beyond compliance with 
federal, state, and local laws and regulations, Project Design Features, and Standard Conditions of  Approval. 

This MMRP describes the procedures that will be used to implement the mitigation measures adopted in 

connection with the approval of  the Project and the methods of  monitoring such actions.  

This MMRP takes the form of  a table that identifies the responsible entity for monitoring each mitigation 

measure and the timing of  each measure.  
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Standard Conditions of Approval (SC) / Mitigation Measures (MM)     
Number Description Timing Responsible Monitoring Party Responsible Implementing Party Status of Implementation 
Noise 
MM-VIBRATION-1 To avoid structural damage, when the construction equipment is within 15 feet of existing school buildings, large 

construction equipment (greater than 300 horsepower), such as large bulldozer and loaded trucks, shall be replaced 
with smaller equipment (less than 300 horsepower) when feasible. 

Construction LAUSD Facilities Services Division – 
Modernization 

LAUSD Facilities Services Division – 
Modernization 

 

MM-VIBRATION-2 In the event that construction activity would occur within 30 feet of occupied classrooms, large construction equipment 
(greater than 300 horsepower), such as large bulldozer and loaded trucks, shall be replaced with smaller equipment 
(less than 300 horsepower). If not feasible, construction activities requiring such equipment will be scheduled at times 
when school is not in session. 

Construction LAUSD Facilities Services Division – 
Modernization 

LAUSD Facilities Services Division – 
Modernization 

 

 


