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1. Introduction 

1.1 CEQA COMPLIANCE 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) has been prepared in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as amended (Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.) and CEQA 
Guidelines (California Code of  Regulations §§ 15000 et seq.). 

CEQA Guidelines, Section 15132, states that the Final EIR shall consist of: 

(a) The Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) or a revision of  the Draft; 

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR either verbatim or in summary; 

(c) A list of  persons, organizations, and public agency comments on the Draft EIR; 

(d) The responses of  the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in the review 
and consultation process; and 

(e) Any other information added by the Lead Agency. 

This document contains responses to comments received on the Draft EIR for the Los Angeles Unified 
School District’s (LAUSD) Huntington Park High School Comprehensive Modernization Project (Project) 
during the public review period, which began January 3, 2018, and closed February 19, 2018. In compliance 
with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, the Final EIR represents the independent judgment of  the lead 
agency (LAUSD). This document and the circulated Draft EIR comprise the Final EIR. 

1.2 FORMAT OF THE FINAL EIR 
This document is organized as follows:  

Chapter 1. Introduction. This chapter describes CEQA requirements and content of  this Final EIR.  

Chapter 2. Response to Comments. This chapter provides a list of  agencies, organizations, and persons 
that commented on the Draft EIR; copies of  comment letters received during the public review period; and 
individual responses to written comments.  

The LAUSD has determined that the text and information in this Final EIR does not constitute the type of  
significant new information that requires recirculation of  the Draft EIR for further public comment under 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5. None of  the material provided in the Final EIR indicates that the Project 
will result in a new significant environmental impact not previously disclosed in the Draft EIR. Additionally, 
none of  the material in the Final EIR indicates that there would be a substantial increase in the severity of  a 
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previously identified environmental impact that will not be mitigated, or that there would be any of  the other 
circumstances requiring recirculation described in Section 15088.5. 

1.3 CEQA REQUIREMENTS REGARDING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 (a) outlines parameters for submitting comments, and reminds persons and 
public agencies that the focus of  review and comment of  Draft EIRs should be  

…on the sufficiency of  the document in identifying and analyzing possible impacts on the 
environment and ways in which significant effects of  the project might be avoided or 
mitigated. Comments are most helpful when they suggest additional specific alternatives or 
mitigation measures that would provide better ways to avoid or mitigate the significant 
environmental effects. At the same time, reviewers should be aware that the adequacy of  an 
EIR is determined in terms of  what is reasonably feasible. …CEQA does not require a lead 
agency to conduct every test or perform all research, study, and experimentation 
recommended or demanded by commenters. When responding to comments, lead agencies 
need only respond to significant environmental issues and do not need to provide all 
information requested by reviewers, as long as a good faith effort at full disclosure is made in 
the EIR.  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 (c) further advises, “Reviewers should explain the basis for their comments, 
and should submit data or references offering facts, reasonable assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion 
supported by facts in support of  the comments. Pursuant to Section 15064, an effect shall not be considered 
significant in the absence of  substantial evidence.” Section 15204 (d) also states, “Each responsible agency 
and trustee agency shall focus its comments on environmental information germane to that agency’s statutory 
responsibility.” Section 15204 (e) states, “This section shall not be used to restrict the ability of  reviewers to 
comment on the general adequacy of  a document or of  the lead agency to reject comments not focused as 
recommended by this section.” 

In accordance with CEQA, Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, copies of  the written responses to public 
agencies will be sent at least 10 days prior to certifying the environmental impact report. The responses will 
be forwarded with copies of  this Final EIR, as permitted by CEQA, and will conform to the legal standards 
established for response to comments on Draft EIRs.  
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2. Response to Comments 
Section 15088 of  the CEQA Guidelines requires the lead agency (LAUSD) to evaluate comments on 
environmental issues received from public agencies and interested parties who reviewed the Draft EIR and 
prepare written responses. 

This chapter provides all written responses received on the Draft EIR during the public review period 
(January 3, 2018 – February 19, 2018) and the LAUSD’s responses to each comment.  

To facilitate review of  the responses, each comment letter has been reproduced and assigned a letter (A 
through H). Individual comments have been numbered and the comments are followed by responses with 
references to the corresponding comment. Where sections of  the Draft EIR are excerpted in this document, 
the sections are shown indented. Changes to the Draft EIR text are shown in underlined text for additions 
and strikeout for deletions. 

The following is a list of  agencies and persons that submitted comments on the Draft EIR during the public 
review period. 

 

Reference Commenting Person/Agency Comment Letter Date Page No. 

A City of Huntington Park Resolution No. 2017-35 
January 25 (Resolution 

dated November 7, 2017) 2-3 

B Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation January 4 2-11 

C Native American Heritage Commission January 25 2-15 

D Elsa Avalon, Grandparent/Gardian January 25 2-21 

E Rodolfo Vallejo, Communities for a Better Environment (CBE) January 25 2-25 

F Irene Settele, Alumni Association President January 25 2-31 

G Joe Lawson, Resident January 25 2-35 

H Manuel Avila, Huntington Park City Council January 25 2-39 

I State of California Department of Transportation February 15 2-43 

J Valentin Amezquita February 17, 2018 2-47 

K METRO February 19, 2018 2-51 
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Response to Comment A - City of Huntington Park 2017 Resolution. 

A-1 The District appreciates the information provided by the City on its support of  maintaining the 
indoor pool at Huntington Park High School (HPHS). The Resolution does not provide any 
specific comments related to the Draft EIR or environmental impacts of  the proposed Project. 
However, it will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the 
decision makers (the Board of  Education) for consideration and review, prior to a final decision 
on the proposed Project. The proposed Project entails removal of  the existing Gymnasium 
Building (including the indoor pool) and construction of  a new Gymnasium Building with an 
outdoor pool.  
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Response to Comment Letter B - Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation, dated January 
4, 2018. 

B-1 Comment acknowledged. In response to the Gabrieleño Band of  Mission Indians-Kizh Nation’s 
comment letter on the HPHS Comprehensive Modernization Initial Study and Notice of  
Preparation (see Draft EIR Appendix A), OEHS staff  participated in a conversation via 
conference call with the Tribe on September 28, 2017 at 1:00 PM. Although the Initial Study 
determined that the Project would not be expected to result in impacts to tribal cultural 
resources, the District incorporated Mitigation Measure TCR-1 (MM-TCR-1) following   Tribal 
consultation to ensure protection of  unanticipated discoveries associated with Tribal cultural 
resources. 

  MM-TCR-1. LAUSD shall have a Native American monitor on-call during construction-related 
ground disturbance activities. The Native American monitor selected by the District must have at 
least one or more of  the following qualifications: at least one year of  experience providing 
monitoring Native American support during similar construction activities; be designated by the 
Tribe as capable of  providing Native American monitoring support; and/or have a combination 
of  education and experience with Tribal cultural resources. Prior to the start of  the construction, 
the monitor shall provide the construction crew(s) with a brief  summary of  the sensitivity of  
Tribal cultural resources, the rationale behind the need for protection of  these resources, and 
information on the initial identification of  Tribal cultural resources. 

Subsequently, the monitor shall remain on-site for the duration of  the ground disturbances at the 
site to ensure the protection of  any other resources that may be in the area. 

The Native American Monitor will complete monitoring logs on a daily basis. The logs will 
provide descriptions of  the daily activities, including construction activities, locations, soil, and 
any Tribal cultural resources identified. 

MM-TCR-1 is consistent with SC-TCR-1 and was incorporated into the Draft EIR.  The Tribal 
meeting and measure is documented in the Table 1-1 on page 1-10 of  the Draft EIR. 

These comments will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the 
Board of  Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed 
Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter C – Native American Heritage Commission, dated January 25, 2018. 

C-1 This comment is an introductory paragraph and set of  general remarks; no response required. 

C-2 Both the Notice of  Preparation (NOP; August 2017) and the Notice of  Availability (NOA; 
January 2018) were sent to six tribes: Gabrieleno Band of  Mission Indians - Kizh Nation, 
Gabrielino /Tongva Nation, San Fernando Band of  Mission Indians, Gabrielino Tongva Indians 
of  California Tribal Council, Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of  Mission Indians, and the 
Fernandeno Tataviam Band of  Mission Indians. The Gabrieleno Band of  Mission Indians - Kizh 
Nation provided comments on both the NOP and NOA.   

 In response to the Gabrieleño Band of  Mission Indians-Kizh Nation’s comment letter on the 
HPHS Comprehensive Modernization Initial Study and NOP, OEHS staff  participated in a 
conversation via conference call with the Tribe on September 28, 2017 at 1:00 PM. The addition 
of  MM-TCR-1 was the result of  this conversation. The Tribal meeting and new measure is 
documented in the Table 1-1 on page 1-10 of  the Draft EIR. 

C-3 As documented on Table 1-1 on page 1-10 of  the Draft EIR, the Draft EIR includes a tribal 
cultural standard condition (SC-TCR-1) and a mitigation measure (MM-TCR-1) that are separate 
and distinct from archaeological resources.  

C-4 LAUSD Standard Conditions of  Approval were included in the Draft EIR as Appendix E.   

C-5 LAUSD Standard Condition of  Approval SC-CUL-8 is not a mitigation measure, and is not 
included in tribal cultural resources section. As shown in Draft EIR Appendix E, SC-CUL-8 is 
only included in cultural resource section related to historic and archaeological resources. 
Appendix E includes a standard condition, SC-TCR-1 for tribal cultural resources and the Draft 
EIR includes MM-TCR-1 for tribal cultural resources that are separate and distinct from 
archaeological resources. 

C-6 This comment outlines existing CEQA regulations and guidance. No response is required. 

These comments will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the Board of  
Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter D – Elsa Avalon, Grandparent/Guardian, comment card dated 
January 25, 2018. 

D-1 As part of  the Project, additional parking will be provided. The Project includes the expansion 
of  parking to accommodate the existing campus needs. Where feasible additional 
skateboard/bike racks will be provided to expand existing alternative modes of  transportation. 
The additional parking will be provided in new and expanded lots on-site off  Belgrave Avenue.  

These comments will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the 
Board of  Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed 
Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter E – Rodolfo Vallejo, C.B.E., comment card dated January 25, 2018. 

E-1 The comment about inauguration with USA Marine Band is acknowledged. 

E-2 Construction jobs would be created during the modernization Project. The District would 
comply with the Project Stabilization Agreement (PSA) which the Board of  Education entered 
into with local building and construction unions in 1999. The PSA is intended to ensure labor 
harmony on our jobsites and provide a uniform labor relations framework for the various trades 
and unions during the Project. Among the goals and objectives of  the PSA are to prevent work 
stoppages or slowdowns, to encourage contracting with small businesses that reflect the diversity 
of  Los Angeles, to hire local workers when possible, to provide a sufficient supply of  skilled 
craft persons and to establish a standardized grievance/dispute resolution procedure(s) when 
matters do arise. A copy of  the PSA is available at the following link: 
http://www.laschools.org/new-site/project-stabilization/. 

Parents are encouraged and welcome to participate in the planning process for this Project. The 
current campus includes a parent center that will continue to operate following completion of  
the Project. Notices for this Project were mailed to all parents/guardians of  the students that 
attend HPHS.  

E-3 The proposed Project would modernize and upgrade buildings and facilities to align with the 
current programmatic and operational needs of  the campus while retaining or enhancing 
program opportunities for future planning.  A larger gazebo that accommodates room for a band 
is not part of  the proposed Project at this time.  

E-4 The drinking fountains have filtered water for students and staff  on campus.  

E-5 There are several drop-off  and pick-up zones around the existing school campus. The proposed 
Project does not include changes to the existing main entrance and student drop-off/pick-up 
zone off  Miles Avenue.  

These comments will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the Board of  
Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter F – Irene Settele, Alumni Association President, comment card dated 
January 25, 2018. 

F-1 The comment about the scholarship fundraiser is acknowledged. This comment will be included 
as part of  the administrative record and made available to the Board of  Education for 
consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter G – Joe Lawson, Resident, comment card dated January 25, 2018. 

G-1 The proposed Comprehensive Modernization project would not result in an increase in students 
at HPHS. Potential impacts to transportation and traffic were evaluated in the Initial Study (Draft 
EIR Appendix A); where it was determined that the Project would not result in significant 
impacts related to transportation and traffic and no mitigation measures or further study were 
required. This comment will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available 
to the Board of  Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed 
Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter H – Manuel Avila, Huntington Park City Council, comment card 
dated January 25, 2018. 

H-1 Comment acknowledged. The District will keep the City of  Huntington Park informed about the 
project.   

This comment will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the 
Board of  Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed 
Project. 
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Response to Comment Letter I – State of California Department of Transportation, dated February 
15, 2018. 

I-1 Introductory paragraph; no response required. 

I-2 The additional parking is required to accommodate the current demand for parking on the 
campus. Some students currently driving to the school are parking in the surrounding 
neighborhoods. The Project would not encourage driving over other modes. Where feasible, 
additional bike racks, skateboard towers, and other storage facilities would be installed to provide 
more opportunities for alternative means of  transportation. The exact amount will be finalized 
as the design is refined and finalized. 

I-3 As previously noted, additional bike racks, skateboard towers, and other storage facilities would 
be installed to provide more opportunities for alternative means of  transportation. The exact 
amount will be finalized as the design is refined and finalized. 

This comment will be included as part of  the administrative record and made available to the Board of  
Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment Email J – Valentin Amezquita, dated February 17, 2018. 

J-1 The proposed Project includes improvements to landscaping throughout the campus in 
accordance with the District’s Standard Conditions of  Approval, efficiency policies, guidelines 
and criteria; and the Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS) which includes criteria 
for energy efficiencies and water efficiencies amongst other efficiencies. Additionally, the District 
will realize efficiencies through the replacement of  inefficient facilities and buildings with 
efficient facilities at the HPHS campus.    

The comment about the scholarship fundraiser is acknowledged.  This comment will be included 
as part of  the administrative record and made available to the Board of  Education for 
consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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Response to Comment from METRO, dated February 19, 2018. 

K-1 This comment includes an introductory paragraph and project summary; no response required. 

K-2 This comment includes information on a potential new transit corridor, along with standard 
template text and does not specifically address Project-related impacts or the adequacy of  the 
Draft EIR.  

Additionally, this comment discusses bus operations on Slauson Avenue and Miles Avenue. This 
Project would modernize an existing school campus and would not relocate or install any bus 
facilities or sidewalks, or affect municipal bus operations or schedules, bus stops or shelters. 
None of  the existing campus driveways would be relocated near transit stops. The list of  
comments does not specifically address the proposed Project or the adequacy of  the Draft EIR.  

K-3 The existing school campus has several bicycle parking facilities. As a part of  the Project, 
additional bike racks, skateboard towers, and other storage facilities would be installed to provide 
more opportunities for alternative means of  transportation. The exact amount will be finalized 
as the design is refined and finalized. 

K-4 This comment outlines State requirements for Congestion Management Program. This Project 
would not change existing traffic patterns or the number of  vehicles on the roadways.  

These comments will be included as part of the administrative record and made available to the Board of 
Education for consideration and review prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. 
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