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In this moment of
heightened insecurity and
repression, how can
assessments be part of
building school and
classroom climates that
honor students’ whole
selves?
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DuncanAndrade, J. M., & Morrell, E. (2008)[he art of critical pedagogy: Possibilities for moving from theory to practice in urban schoolsew York: Lang.
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EASTSIDE STORIES
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EASTSIDE STORIES

Student Workshop Themes Throughout the Years

grant Rights 7%

Btion & Resistance

Abolition
9%

Workers Rights
5%

Gentrification
Gender & Sexuality 5%
12%, Restorative Justice & Healing
9%

Ethnic Studies
12%

Environmental Justicg

\

14% Educational Justice
12% Ethnic Studies

12% Environmental Justice
12% Gender & Sexuality
12% Youth Criminalization
9% Gentrification

9% Restorative Justice
9% Abolition

5% Workers Rights

3% Immigrant Rights
3% Artivism

5.36



5 Central Elements of PAR

01 02 03 I.ntersectionolity !s a
guiding force, analyzing
Researchers work in @ Researchers are how race intersects with
collective. iImmersed in the issue gender, class, and
being studied. sexuality.

04 05

Produce social change Findings as launching

grounded in pads for actions and

contemporary or historic strategies to initiate

conditions. change.

Cammarota, J., & Fine, M. (2008). Youth participatory action research: A pedagogy for transformational resistance.



SCHOOLING FOR CRITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS

SOCIAL ANALYSIS

The ability to name and analyze the social, political, and
economic forces that contribute to inequity and inequality.

Sociai Political
Analysis | Agency POLITICAL AGENCY

The belief that one has the capacity to effect social or
political change.

Social " SOCIAL ACTION

Action . A :

Engaging in events or activities that confront oppressive
forces and structures, and the unequal conditions they
perpetuate.

LAUSD

Seider, S., & Graves, D. (2020). Schooling for critical consciousness: Engaging Black and Latinx youth in analyzing, navigating, and UNIFIED
challenging racial injustice. Harvard Education Press.



(5) Evaluate the (1) Identify

action, assess its : .
problem or issue in

efficacy, and re- our COMMunit
examine the state. Y y.

CRITICAL
(4) Implement a PRAXIS

collective plan of (2) Research the
action. problem or issue in
your community.

(3) Develop a collective
plan of action to
address the problem or
issue.

Duncan-Andrade, J. M., & Morrell, E. (2008). The art of critical pedagogy: Possibilities for moving from theory to practice in urban schools. New York: Lang.



CA Assessments YPAR

e Student-designed questions

e Standardized tests
e Interviews, surveys

What students \ ¢ Oral histories

do with
e One-time snapshot knowledge.

e Individual performance

e Multiple choice questions
e Real-world community focus

Focus on community knowledge and

Focus on scores and accountability action

Rigor as accuracy. Rigor as inquiry and impact.

o7 W LRI 10 10 10 - AYPAR creates learning through action.




L WUED Ethnic Studies Teacher Fellows
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YPAR AS INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM

Danielle Torrez

Felicitas & Gonzalo Mendez High
School

Goal: End of Unit
Assessment in World History
Partner: Boyle Heights Beat

Authentic Inquiry & Rigor
Research, interviews, and community-based problem solving
demonstrate deep learning.

Lived Experience
Students investigate Boyle Heights issues, connecting local
history to present-day realities.

Civic Action
Acting as journalists, students collect community data and
propose real solutions for change.

Authentic Publication
Student reports are published on the Boyle Heights Beat website
for the community to access.




YPAR AS ORAL HISTORY

COALITION
people. power. progress.
YPAR redefines rigor
Students use interviews, research, and analysis to study South
Central.

Student-driven inquiry
Students choose local landmarks, histories, and people based
on interest.

Community oral history archive
) Creating a shared repository of preserved stories with
Joanne Yi Community Coalition.

Horace Mann UCLA
Community School

Authentic work assessment
Final projects shown through interviewing, documenting, and

Goal: Oral History Repository reflecting.
Partner: Community Coalition




YPAR AS DRAMATIC ARTS

Jo Anna Ley

Roosevelt High School

Goal: Dramatic Performance
Final Semester Project
Partner: About Productions

" 2tout productions

YPAR redefines rigor

Students research community leaders like Paula Crisostomo
and build understanding through interviews, inquiry, and
storytelling.

Multiple ways to show learning
Students take on different roles and demonstrate learning
through scripts, performances, interviews, and reflections.

Centering community voice
In partnership with About Productions, students turn real
community stories into theater-based learning.

Assessment through performance
Learning is shown through research quality, collaboration,
interpretation, and public performance.



Identifying Problems of Practice & Supports Needed

Problems of Practice

1. Limited Professional Learning & Teacher Isolation

Teachers often lack consistent, structured professional
learning on ethnic studies research practices, leading
to isolation and uneven implementation.

2. Limited Community Partnerships

Initiatives are hampered by a lack of youth centered
community liaisons.

3. Fragmented Literacy Development

Students lack a coherent districtwide progression of
civic engagement and research skills.

4. Service Learning Gaps
Requirements focus on activities rather than deep

inquiry.

Supports Needed

A. Ethnic Studies Micro-Credentialing

Offer structured pathways to build teacher
capacity and reduce isolation through
collaborative communities.

B. Community Representatives

Establish paid school-based roles to support
community connections for YPAR projects.

C.K-12 Vertical Literacy Pathways

Design consistent research development and civic
engagement plans for all K-12 students.

D. Policy Alignment

Update policies to prioritize student-led civic
action.



IMPACT
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0NWKgTCCGwQ
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