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Key Components
● Content
● Literacy
● Inquiry
● Civics

History-Social Science Framework for 
California Public Schools



Inquiry
● Disciplinary thinking and analysis skills
● Deepens critical thinking
● Organized around significant questions
● Multiple perspectives
● Use of multiple sources
● Analysis
● Evidence in support of interpretations
● Not memorization of discrete facts

History-Social Science in LA Unified 



History-Social Science Framework for California 
Public Schools and CDE Ethnic Studies Model 
Curriculum

● The California HSS Framework includes numerous references 
to the Muslim community

● The California HSS Content Standards include the Muslim 
community in 10 separate standards

● There are multiple references to the Muslim community in 
the CDE Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum that include sample 
instructional resources 

Honoring Muslim History and Identity 



Study of Islam (primarily in Grade 7)

7.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social 
structures of the civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages. 

1. Identify the physical features and describe the climate of the Arabian peninsula, 
its relationship to surrounding bodies of land and water, and nomadic and 
sedentary ways of life.

2. Trace the origins of Islam and the life and teachings of Muhammad, including 
Islamic teachings on the connection with Judaism and Christianity. 

3. Explain the significance of the Qur’an and the Sunnah as the primary sources of 
Islamic beliefs, practice, and law, and their influence in Muslims’ daily life.

Honoring Muslim History and Identity 
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Study of Islam (primarily in Grade 7)

7.2 Students analyze the geographic, political, economic, religious, and social 
structures of the civilizations of Islam in the Middle Ages. 

4. Discuss the expansion of Muslim rule through military conquests and treaties, 
emphasizing the cultural blending within Muslim civilization and the spread and 
acceptance of Islam and the Arabic language. 

5. Describe the growth of cities and the establishment of trade routes among Asia, 
Africa, and Europe, the products and inventions that traveled along these routes (e.g., 
spices, textiles, paper, steel, new crops), and the role of merchants in Arab society. 

6. Understand the intellectual exchanges among Muslim scholars of Eurasia and Africa 
and the contributions Muslim scholars made to later civilizations in the areas of science, 
geography, mathematics, philosophy, medicine, art, and literature.

Honoring Muslim History and Identity Honoring Muslim History and Identity 
Standards in History-Social Science Framework



Questions considered in Grade 7: 

● How did the environment affect the development and expansion 
of the Persian Empire, Muslim empires, and cities? What impact 
did this expansion have on the environment?

● How did Islam develop and change over time? How did Islam 
spread to multiple cultures?

● How did the Muslim empires and institutions help different 
regions of Afroeurasia become more interconnected?

Inquiry to Drive Instruction



Sample lessons:

Expansion of the Early Islamic Empire

Ibn Battuta in the Medieval Islamic World

Honoring Muslim History and Identity 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a8I3Pnx9pzGN0-h1eB3t0qsbcbUQtuYk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzisWkDRthm7VTD-lZdyb6eSpMIdUaKF/view?usp=sharing


Referenced in 
the AP World 
History course 
description

Honoring Muslim History and Identity 

Source: Page 41 of the AP World History 
Course Guideline; AP Central College 
Board

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf


History-Social Science Framework for California Public Schools: 
Religion and History-Social Science Education

1. The school’s approach to religion is academic, not devotional. 

2. The school may strive for student awareness of religion in historical and 
contemporary societies, but it may not press for student acceptance of any 
one religion. 

3. The school may include study about religion as part of the history–social 
science curriculum, but it may not sponsor the practice of religion. 

Guidance for Teaching



History-Social Science Framework for California Public 
Schools: Religion and History-Social Science Education

4. The school may expose students to a diversity of religious views in their 
studies, but it may not impose any particular view. 

5. The school may educate about all religions but may not promote or 
denigrate any religion. 

6. The school may inform students about various beliefs, but it should not 
seek to conform students to any particular belief.

Guidance for Teaching



● Safe and Welcoming Environment 
● Instructional Resources
● Class Community Building

○ Discourse
○ Biases 

LAUSD Guidance for Addressing 
Challenging/Sensitive Topics About the Middle East

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1y0-nK06yi5oHd8JL7Xw7Ol8YaWgASUbK/view?usp=sharing


Additionally, the cultural 
contexts, histories, and 
counter-narratives of 
Muslim communities have 
been incorporated into 
professional development 
topics, specifically APIDA 
Studies.

LAUSD Professional Development Addressing the 
Muslim Community

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ERY4bwwsv4d9XHQ3cVi6hyVffyrmTls4JkgYx7_1n5Q/edit?slide=id.g2eb675e1bf4_0_0#slide=id.g2eb675e1bf4_0_0
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