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1. Immediate ban on all new installation of synthetic turf in LAUSD schools

2. No replacement of existing synthetic turf playing fields or landscaping 

3. Repeal Policy 3BUL-6847.0, FOR SELECTION, USAGE, AND 
MAINTENANCE OF SYNTHETIC TURF FIELDS (replacing synthetic turf 
fields with “like with like”)

4. Nature based solutions; high use, desert and drought tolerant Bermuda 
hybrid  grass playing fields and playgrounds; Regenerative / organic 
management, zero emission maintenance equipment

5. Creation of college credit-based education programs in natural turf 
management

6. Inclusion of plastics relationship to Climate Change, loss of biodiversity, 
environmental damage, plastic and microplastic pollution in required 
Climate Change as part of Core Curriculum, K-12

7. Warning signs at all synthetic fields and playgrounds

THE ASK:  Pivot Away From Plastic



Major health care organizations and researchers are taking a stand on transitioning away 
from plastics and synthetic turf with development of policies and resolutions:

❑ The California Medical Association

❑ Santa Clara County Medical Association  

❑ Children’s Environmental Health Center, Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York City

❑ Physicians for Social Responsibility  

❑ Climate Code Blue (Physician activists)

❑ The Consortium for Children’s Environmental Health

❑ The Silent Spring Institute

❑ Lowell Center for Sustainable Production, Univ. of Mass., Lowell



California cities with bans:
Millbrae
San Marino
Carmel
Beverly Hills

States with Laws:
CA
CO
MD
ME
MN
NY
RI
VT

Cities with Bans:
CA – 4
NJ - 1
MA – 2

Moratoriums:
MA – 4

International Bans:
Netherlands

Current Lawsuits:
CA – 4
GA – numerous
NJ - 1
NY – 3
PA - 1
RI – 1
TN -1

Ballot Referendum Wins:
MA - 5
NJ – 3
NY - 1
WA - 1

Investigations:
European Union,
“Synthetic Turf 
Cartel”

Growing Discontent with Synthetic Turf



Synthetic Turf is currently in the process of 
regulation by the 

Department of Toxic Substances Control, 
Safer Consumer Products Program

• New projects and replacements 
may be at risk

• Regulations may impact 
landfilling

• Likely to impact pricing – what 
goes up never comes down!



DTSC intends to bring

     MICROPLASTICS 

under regulation as a 
chemical of concern

 9 month old no infill turf, San Jose, John Mise Park

1.5 year old plastic turf, Villa Parke, Pasadena 





Huntington Park 
     High School

Hammel St. 
Elementary School

Belvedere 
Middle School



High heat increases chemical release, skin absorption, 
and inhalation of greenhouse gasses; puts all at risk

▪ Workers

▪ Athletes

▪ Coaches

▪ Bystanders

▪ Staff

▪ Marching band

▪ All students

▪ Visitors

Outdoor graduation ceremony becomes 'mass casualty incident’ 
as over 150 people fall ill to extreme heat: 'I couldn't breathe'





RESEARCH CONFIRMS 
HUMAN HEALTH 

RISKS FROM 
SYNTHETIC TURF



Too DANGEROUS:

• ~9,000 student athletes treated for 
exertional heat illness each year. 

• Synthetic turf readily reaches 
temperatures of 160-180oF, regardless of 
infill type; at a temperature of 140°F, 1st 
degree burns occur in 3 seconds, and 3rd 
degree (full thickness) burns in 5 seconds.

• Increasing number of athletes are dying 
from heat stroke. Athletes of color most 
affected.

• Turf burns due to friction on plastic 
increases risk for bacterial infections, 
including MRSA.  Multiple bacteria found 
on plastic fields. 

• Higher incidence of high school sports injuries on 
synthetic turf than natural grass across all 
sports: 61% vs. 39%.

• 315,000 to 850,000 concussions every year 
occur among high school athletes. Higher risk on 
synthetic turf.

• Concussions occur in high school football 
players when head impacts approach 95 g; lower 
g force for younger children.

• Repeated concussions increase risk of Chronic 
Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE).

      Repetitive brain trauma is associated with 
     CTE ; has been found in 17 year olds. 

• 41.4% of athletes under age 30 show signs of 
CTE. 



• 1 ton of plastic requires 685 
gallons of petroleum based 
oil for manufacturing

• A regulation 80k sq ft field 
requires 13,700 gallons of 
fossil fuel-based oil

Not SUSTAINABLE











Over 1,000,000 ft2 high use 
Bermuda grass playing fields

 in Scottsdale, AZ

Proven water savings 
year after year



* Unverified claims made by synthetic turf industry.
* * AI  monitoring and maintenance systems show playable hours ~30% of claims made; 

closures for heat and particulate matter are not playable hours.





Plastic playing fields + playgrounds do not increase equity!
➢ Equity is not the same as equality. Equity in sports does not mean equality, either. Equality is 

providing the same resources to everyone;  equity is providing resources based on need.

➢ Inequities in outdoor green space experienced in environmental and social justice (EJ/SJ) 
communities cannot be corrected with synthetic turf playing fields or synthetic playgrounds.

➢ Impervious synthetic surfacing decreases the amount of green space, adds to the heat island 
effect, exposes vulnerable populations to toxic chemicals, adds to pollution of water via 
increased runoff; to the air via off gassing of greenhouse gasses; to the soil via removal of 
topsoil, compaction, and overheating; high volumes of microplastic pollution.

➢ EJ/SJ communities bear a higher burden of health issues, access to health care and 
information due to language, and other social and cultural barriers.

  



GREEN education leads to  GREEN jobs 

• The Los Angeles Olympics Committee announced plans for 
“supporting local businesses, expanding youth sports and 
implementing sustainable solutions.”

• “Here in Los Angeles, we are leading the way toward a 
greener, more sustainable future for all Angelenos and the 
Impact and Sustainability Plan is another way that LA will 
benefit from the Games.” Los Angeles Mayor Bass 

• As part of the sustainability plans, the Resilient by Nature initiative was launched. 

• Los Angeles is a signatory to the Sports for Nature Framework and announced its 
commitment to “..restore nature in the Los Angeles region” through sports.

• LAUSD stands to benefit from both the 2026 World Cup Soccer and LA28 Olympics 
through development of college credit natural turf grass management programs that 
would allow students to learn by management of school fields, educational opportunities 
from experts in the field, and transition to high paid green jobs.
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