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Purpose:
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• Deepen our understanding of Culturally and 
Linguistically Responsive Pedagogy (CLRP)

• Make connections to the lived experiences of 
Latin/e and Indigenous educators and students

• Reflect on how to support schools by honoring their 
resilience
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Outcomes

Define Latinx within different spheres of existence 

Develop critical learning about Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Pedagogy (CLRP) 

Deepen the understanding of CLRP by centering educator and 
student experiences 

Discuss how to support schools and educators in further building 
resilience, empowerment and honoring identities 
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Lydia Acosta Stephens
Parent of they/them/Kiddo

Executive Director, Multilingual Multicultural Education Department

Be the Light, Be of Service, Be the Solution
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MMED Core Commitments
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MMED Core Commitments & LAUSD Pillars
MMED Core Commitments Connection to LAUSD Pillars

1. Honoring the Whole Child

2. Developing and Applying an   
Asset-Based Lens 

3. Celebrating Multilingualism

4. Ensuring High Quality 
Instruction for All

5. Partnering with Families and 
Communities

6. Providing Integrated Systems 
and Supports

Pillar 1:  Academic Excellence
Pillar 2:  Joy and Wellness

Pillar 1:  Academic Excellence
Pillar 2:  Joy and Wellness

Pillar 4:  Operational Effectiveness

Pillar 1:  Academic Excellence
Pillar 2:  Joy and Wellness

Pillar 1:  Academic Excellence
Pillar 5:  Investing in Staff

Pillar 3: Engagement and Collaboration

Pillar 4: Engagement and Collaboration
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Different Spheres of Existence
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A Mosaic, Not a Monolith
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Nepantla: A Nahuatl word that means “in-between” or 
“in the middle”. Chicana philosopher Gloria Anzaldúa 
used the concept to refer to threshold regions between 
different spheres of existence. 

Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza, G. Anzaldúa
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The Mosaic

A beautifully complex collection of the lived experiences of 
our Latinx community that critically disrupts traditional and 
static views of Latinx ethnic, cultural, geopolitical, linguistic, 
and immigration realities. 
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Rings of Culture

“An understanding of the Rings of 
Culture is directly linked to the process 
of validating, affirming, building, and 

bridging, especially as it applies to 
ethnocultural identity. The Rings of 

Culture allow educators to look broadly 
at cultural behaviors to see students as 

multi-dimensional and avoid 
pigeonholing.”

(Hollie 2023)
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Indigenous Mesoamerican Populations

Indigenous multilingual learners live in multiple spaces. 
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American Indian/Alaska Native and 
Indigenous Family Questionnaire 

● The American Indian/Alaska Native and 
Indigenous Family Questionnaire was 
developed to accurately identify students 
and families who are Indigenous to the 
Americas and abroad

● Improve the identification of Indigenous 
students who come from predominantly 
Spanish-speaking countries and whose 
home language may not be Spanish

● All newly enrolled and returning students to 
LAUSD should complete the form at the time 
of enrollment
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Family Questionnaire: Preliminary 
Information

Indigenous 
Community/Tribe

Location

Zapotec, Mixe, 
Chinantec

Oaxaca, Mexico

Mixtec Oaxaca and Puebla, Mexico

Otomi Central Mexico, Queretaro, and Puebla, Mexico 

Totonac Veracruz and Puebla, Mexico

Purepecha Michoacan, Mexico

Maya Ixil Municipalities located in the Quiché 
department of Guatemala 

Maya Mam and 
Maya Q'anjob'al

Departments of Huehuetenango, Guatemala 
and Chiapas, México

Maya K’iche’ Central Highlands of Guatemala 

Indigenous 
Community/Tribe

Location

Cherokee and 
Shoshone

United States 

Quechua Ecuador

Chechen Caucasus Mountains in 
Russia

Taino Puerto Rico

Fernandeño 
Tataviam

Simi, San Fernando, Santa 
Clarita, and Antelope Valleys

Gabrieleño Tongva L.A. Basin, Channel Islands

Yaqui and Apache Sonora, Mexico

Muisca Colombia
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Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Spaces 

for Multilingual Learners
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Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Pedagogy

The validation and affirmation of the home culture and 
home language for the purposes of building and 
bridging the students to success in the culture of 
academia and mainstream society.

Source: Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Teaching by Sharroky Hollie, 2018
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Translanguaging is…

● ...when a multilingual person’s full linguistic 
repertoire

is used and honored, instead of privileging a 
single language. 

Source: Adapted from En Comunidad, España and Herrera, 2020

We naturally 
communicate using 

the totality of our 
linguistic resources.

Home 
Family     School 

Friends   Community
Neighbors   Students

Colleagues
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Language is More than Just Language…
Language
Culture
Ancestry
Land
Heritage
Identity
Ethnicity
History
Family Roots
Reflect independently: What 
does language mean to you? 17



Leveraging Cultural and Linguistic Wealth
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Translanguaging and Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Pedagogy (CLRP)intersect deeply, as they both aim 
to value and leverage students' cultural and linguistic backgrounds to enhance learning.

Both translanguaging and CLRP honor the cultural and linguistic richness found in students' everyday lives (funds 
of knowledge). 

CLRP and Translanguaging

● Personalize learning to student experience
● Support cross-language learning
● Resist dominant, monolingual, assimilationist models
● Use cultural knowledge in teaching 
● Validate multilingual expression
● Affirm cultural and linguistic identity

Funds of Knowledge

CLRP 
Translanguaging



Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Strategies

District-Wide Professional 
Development Module

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14KRdySzOcFpBtjk1-9ctumQIs-Z6V4PV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jd56Tq6E9cqF9Zj152dVxvOu35_c-2hn/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1G855lZvoC8cDPZBg5qLhunI708SezRxo2bwNdcA3qDY/edit?usp=sharing
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Resources for Supporting Indigenous 
Multilingual Learners
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● Interactive slide deck that has compiled resources 
to support Indigenous Multilingual Learners, 
including:
○ Strengthening Indigenous Cultural Identity in 

the Classroom
○ Building Trust and Meaningful Engagement 

with Indigenous Families 
○ Indigenous International Newcomer 

Resources

● Resources for the following Indigenous cultural 
backgrounds 
○ Zapotec
○ Mixtec
○ Mayan K’iche’
This resource is continuously updated

https://bit.ly/ResourcesSupportingIndigenousMLL

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTv0WY9fA-FOre66twiYtp-m0T_x5Hz0HC90Ej-RL3PHeU5-WIdVKElAuNkBS-17XZ8ynL9eyFquXr8/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=60000
https://bit.ly/ResourcesSupportingIndigenousMLL
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How can we support schools 
and educators in every

classroom to engage real world 
themes and realities?

(building resilience, identity, and empowerment)
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Big Question:
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Centering Educator and 
Student Voices
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Josefina Padilla-
1st Grade Teacher at 

Hooper Ave. ES 
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Maricela Lopez-Samayoa 
Social Studies Teacher at 

King Drew Medical Magnet
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Social Emotional 
Learning Lessons in 

Response to ICE



lausd.org/mmed

Educator Lessons for Supporting Students and 
Families During Trauma
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To support the We Are One campaign, the Division of 
Instruction has curated a collection of SEL lessons, 
activities and resources for teachers, school staff and 
families in order to support wellness for our school 
communities in response to the recent traumatic 
events taking place in our city.

These resources have been carefully selected to 
engage stakeholders to address:

● Building capacity in resiliency aligned with the 6 
SEL Competencies

● Supporting students, families and school staff with 
collective wellness

● Cultivating belonging and agency
● Understanding emotional response and 

development of wellness toolkit coping with stress 
and anger

https://www.lausd.org/weareone
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u_MR7DqUh7fSlS4EzThbFi2HSvtWi3So/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u_MR7DqUh7fSlS4EzThbFi2HSvtWi3So/view
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1. How can the ideas in these presentations 
connect with classrooms that focus on 
other subject matter and other grade 
levels?

1. How can we support instructors and 
schools to engage similar and related 
materials?

Discussion:
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Equality is giving everyone 

a shoe. Equity is giving 

everyone a shoe that fits.
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