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Taft Charter High School

CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION



VISION & MISSION

Vision

Taft Charter High School will serve our 
diverse student community by preparing 
students for the 21st century through 
rigorous classes providing college and 
career readiness. Our students will gain the 
necessary academic, technological, and 
interpersonal skills to successfully compete 
in today’s global society

Mission

Taft Charter High School will provide 
students with opportunities to foster their 
individual interests and talents through 
innovative programs and multi-faceted 
instruction allowing  students to develop a 
voice and become lifelong learners.



Demographics

Taft Charter High School – Residential Campus 1,665 Students

Taft Charter High School – Gifted STEAM Magnet Campus 437 Students



ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

• Gifted STEAM Magnet:  Engineering and Computer Science Pathways

• School for Advanced Studies:  Over 30 AP courses offered

• Humanitas Interdisciplinary Pierce Program:  Dual Enrollment Pathway Program

• Academy of Integrated Arts & Technology:  Twice-Exceptional Gifted Program

• Special Education:  Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Resource, and Special Day Program



Recognitions
1

2

California Distinguished School (2026): Recognized in 2022, 2024
and 2026.

Magnet School of Excellence (2026): Recognized by Magnet 
Schools of America for high-quality instruction and specialized 
curricula in the Gifted STEAM Magnet Program.

Taft CHS has been named a PLTW 2025-26 Distinguished School 
for their commitment to increasing student access, engagement, 
and achievement in their PLTW Engineering Pathway.



Recognitions
1

2

Taft CHS was recognized by LAUSD in February as having 85% of 
the students with a qualifying score for two years – over 2000 AP 
exams administered in May 2026.

Arch Enemies, the team of Riese Faust, Lexi Serna, and Emiliano 
Venegas,  placed 1st in the National AASHTO Bridge Challenge in 
the 11th-12th grade category.  

Speech & Debate captain, Andie Martin, placed1st in the State 
Championship in Original Advocacy Speech.



School Data



THANK YOU
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Aspire  Juanita 
Tate  Academy

LAUSD Board
June 12, 2026



The 4 A's
Aspire LA’s Guiding Principles



Curriculum
● Alignm e nt  in Early Le arning, 

Math, Soc ia l Sc ie nc e , ELA, ELD, 
SEL

Ops/ Structures

Teaching and 
Learning

● UDL (CRT and  Co- Te ac h)
● Foc use d  Co- Te ac h ELA and  

Math
● CRT e m b e d d e d  into ASLF for 

ob se rva t ions  and  fe e d b ac k

Talent and Staffing
● 9 5% of c re d e nt ia l role s  fille d  and  

s t a ffing m od e l m at c he s  Sc hool De s ign 
Mod e l (SPED, Te ac he rs , Clas s ifie d , 
Le ad e rs )

● Profe ss ional Le arning is  a ligne d  t o 
Sc hool Mod e ls , role s , c are e r 
p a thways , and  va lue s

Student Experience 
and Wellness

● PBIS im p le m e nta t ion
● SEL Curric ulum
● At t e nd anc e  m onit oring 

and  re sp onse  sys t e m

School Specialization
● Cons is t e nt  Ele m e ntary and  

Se c ond ary Sc hool Mod e ls
● HS – Cle ar Pos t  Se c ond ary suc c e ss  

e m p has is  (Early Colle ge /Dual 
Enrollm e nt )

● ES and  MS – Pe rforming Art s , 
Language , Mus ic , Te c h, e t c . (b ase d  
on c om m unity ne e d )

Operational 
Excellence

● Ensure  a ll s c hools  
suc c e ss fully re ne w t he ir 
c hart e rs

● All sc hools  re ac h 
c hart e r e nrollm e nt  goals

Me ga Goals 2 0 2 8 : Renewal of 
all 11 schools

Collective  creation of an 
educational movement (4 A' s)

Re gional Approach to School De sign

Talent and Staffing



LOREM IPSUM

Aspire Tate Academy-Material Revision Request Summary
● This request  is not  an expansion—it is a PSC- aligned 

reconfiguration within an existing Aspire- operated campus. 
Aspire is the sole operator of the Juanita Tate Campus, and this 
proposal reallocat es exist ing space t o serve t he same 
st udent s and families while preserving access, 
cont inuit y, and family choice.

● ATA is an academic out lier, consistently out performing 
st at e averages across st udent  groups while 
demonstrating strong outcomes for students with disabilities, 
African American students, and English Learners.

● ATA ranks in t he t op quart ile nat ionally  for families' 
percept ions that the school meets their child's 
developmental needs.

● ATA is operationally, culturally, and organizationally prepared 
t o successfully  serve t he proposed enrollment .

● Families have overwhelmingly expressed a desire t o 
remain on t he Juanit a Tat e Campus; this request honors 
family voice and preserves continuity for the community the 
PSC program was designed to serve.



LOREM IPSUM

What are Public School Choice Charter Schools?
● Original Purpose of PSC (pg 2): “The Public School Choice program was developed by LAUSD to 

provide another choice in educat ion by allowing t hird- part y  educat ional providers t o 
propose innovat ive educat ional curriculums and plans at  select ed LAUSD schools."

● Enrollment  Obligat ions t o Resident  St udent s (pg 83): 
○ "A PSC charter school agrees to provide first choice attendance to students, including st udent s 

wit h disabilit ies, who reside within the attendance boundary established by the District for the 
Public School Choice campus. “

○ “A PSC charter school agrees that it shall not  refuse enrollment  t o any resident  st udent  
who wishes to attend the school unless and until LAUSD, in its sole discretion, has determined that 
the resident student enrollment exceeds the District's established maximum operational enrollment 
capacity for the school."

● PSC Renewal St andard (pg 84): “PSC Charter Schools must  meet  requirement s from the Office 
of School Design Options to determine whether the charter school is abiding by the intent and 
provisions of the PSC Resolution to improve schools and increase st udent  achievement ..."



LOREM IPSUM

6

Aspire Juanita Tate Academy TK-6 (Opened 2011 - 15th Year)
● Principal: Austin Saddlemire
● Total Enrollment: 319
● Location: South Los Angeles, CA
● Innovative  Practices:

● Positive Relationships- Restorative practices, PBIS, High 
Expectations, Ubuntu and In Lak’ech 

● Safety and Belonging- Student Council, Clubs, Heritage 
Months, Dance, Sports, Tech Club

● Rich Learning Experiences- Inclusion, Co-teaching,  
Standards-based Planning, Strong History of Success

● Development of Skills, Habits, and Mindsets- SEL 
Curriculum, Scholar-Ready 

● Integrated Support Systems- MTSS focusing on Tier 1, 
Tier 2 & Tier 3 Supports for Academics, Behavior and 
Attendance. 



LOREM IPSUM

Aspire Tate Academy Historical Academic Data Snapshot
● Since 20 22–23, all st udent  groups have out performed t he st at e average in both ELA and Mat h on the SBAC.
● In 20 24–25, st udent s wit h disabilit ies at ATA out performed t he st at ewide average in ELA by 45 DFS 

point s.
● In both 20 22–23 and 20 23–24, African American st udent s at ATA out performed t he st at e average in Mat h 

by approximately 20  DFS point s.
● ATA earned a Blue ELPI performance level in 20 25, compared to the state's Yellow performance level; 62.5% of 

English Learners made progress t oward prof ic iency versus 46.4% st at ewide.
● ATA has earned a rating of "3" (Prof ic ient ) on the Annual Performance- Based Oversight Visit Report's St udent  

Achievement  and Educat ional Performance measure every year since t he pandemic.



Request for Approval: Aspire Tate Academy Material Revision

8

➢ The Juanita Tate Campus will transition from three schools to two 
schools

➢ Aspire Slauson Academy will close on June 30, 2026
➢ Aspire is requesting an enrollment increase from 360 students to 500 

students at Aspire Tate Academy 
➢ This change does not increase the total number of students on the 

Juanita Tate Campus or Aspire Los Angeles’ overall enrollment
➢ This change does not have a negative financial or operational 

impact on LAUSD, and no facility expansion is required

Approval of this request will minimize disruption for students and families. It will allow students to 
remain connected to their peers, teachers, and support systems while continuing their educational 
journey within a familiar environment.



Ensuring Stability for Students and Families 

9

Families have expressed a strong desire to remain within the Aspire 
community:
➔ Of the 255 Aspire Slauson students who would have continued 

with Aspire in the 2026–27 school year, 222 students (87%) 
submitted an application to remain at an Aspire school.

➔ Of these 255 students, 202 (79.2%) are considered Resident 
School Students.

In addition, there is continued demand from new families seeking to 
enroll in Aspire schools:

➔ A total of 100 new students submitted applications for the 2026–
27 school year.

➔ Of these applicants, 62 are considered Resident School Students.



LOREM IPSUM

Aspire Tate is Operationally Prepared 

● Existing facility can accommodate projected 
enrollment

● Staffing and operational plans are in place
● School leadership prepared to support 

additional students
● Staff retention at over 90% for the last 3 years
● Safety and compliance systems already 

established



LOREM IPSUM

Aspire Tate Academy-Material Revision Request Summary

● This request  is not  an expansion—it is a PSC- aligned reconfiguration 
within an existing Aspire- operated campus. Aspire is the sole operator of 
the Juanita Tate Campus, and this proposal reallocat es exist ing space 
t o serve t he same st udent s and families while preserving 
access, cont inuit y, and family choice.

● ATA is an academic out lier, consistently out performing st at e 
averages across st udent  groups while demonstrating strong 
outcomes for students with disabilities, African American students, and 
English Learners.

● ATA ranks in t he t op quart ile nat ionally for families' 
percept ions that the school meets their child's developmental needs.

● ATA is operationally, culturally, and organizationally prepared t o 
successfully serve t he proposed enrollment .

● Families have overwhelmingly expressed a desire t o remain on 
t he Juanit a Tat e Campus; this request honors family voice and 
preserves continuity for the community the PSC program was designed 
to serve.
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