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Objectives
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1. Overview of Student Equity Needs Index (SENI)

2. Additional Strategies for Equity-Based Resource Allocation

• Local Control Funding Formula

• Student Centered Funding Formula

• Socio-Economic Status Group Methodology



Overview of 
Student Equity 
Needs Index 
(SENI) 
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Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)
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Base Funds 
The District receives Base funds for every student.

1

Supplemental Funds
The District receives Supplemental funds for every student who is an 
English Learner, in foster care, and/or low income.

2

Concentration Funds 
The District receives Concentration funds for every student who is an 
English Learner, in foster care, and/or low income over 55% enrollment.
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SENI Funds Are Allocated to Schools

LAUSD allocates 5.5% of our LCFF Funds 
(approximately $280 million) directly to schools 
through the Student Equity Needs Index (SENI), 
a set of academic and community indicators

Base - 78%

Total LCFF Funds

Non-SENI S&C - 16.5%

SENI S&C - 5.5%

https://achieve.lausd.net/cms/lib/CA01000043/Centricity/Domain/185/Copy%20of%20FY%202021%20SENI%20Allocation%20Summary%20by%20LD-022820%20002.pdf


SENI Indicators 
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Indicators and 
weights were 
determined with 
community input



SENI = School-Based Funding Formula
• Based on the school’s SENI score, schools are ranked and categorized 

into five quintiles: Highest, High, Moderate, Low, and Lowest

• Funds are allocated on a continuous per pupil rate based on the 
school’s ranking

• SENI per pupil rates for secondary schools are higher than 
elementary schools to recognize the higher costs to operate middle 
and high schools



SENI Per Pupil Rates



Known Causes of SENI Ranking Anomalies

• Year over year changes in foster and homeless 
student counts

• Individual incidences that cause increases in 
suspensions and iSTAR counts

• Inconsistent implementation of Restorative Justice 
practices to prevent suspensions



Additional Strategies 
for Equity-Based 
Resource Allocation
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Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)
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Base Funds 
The District receives Base funds for every student.

1

Supplemental Funds
The District receives Supplemental funds for every student who is an 
English Learner, in foster care, and/or low income.

2

Concentration Funds 
The District receives Concentration funds for every student who is an 
English Learner, in foster care, and/or low income over 55% enrollment.
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Los Angeles Unified Demographics

● 85% unduplicated 
students

● 83% low-income 
students

● 19% English learners

● .8% foster youth

Note: 
Annual income qualification for 
low-income for family of 4 
• Reduced = $48,470
• Free = $34,060

Federal Poverty Guideline for family 
of 4 = $26,200



Student-Centered Funding Formula Grant
● Received grant from US Department of Education in late 

2020 to explore implementation by Fall 2022

● Office of the Chief Financial Officer is currently:
○ Analyzing school need and funding processes
○ Engaging stakeholders for feedback
○ Modeling options

● District teams will support professional development and 
community outreach



In SCF, Students Receive All Eligible Weights



Districts Use Different Weights



Board Resolution - Access and Opportunity for All: 
Analyzing Enrollment Patterns to Support School 
Integration Efforts
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● Board commitment to equitable access to 
high quality educational programs

● Compile enrollment data annually

● Convene research collaborative

● Annual review and discussion about data



Socio-Economic Status Group Methodology
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Neighborhood classification based on Census data:
• Median household income
• Home ownership rate
• Single-parent household rate
• Educational attainment level

 

Median 
Income

Home 
Ownership 

Rate

Single Parent 
Household 

Rate

Education 
Score

Group 1 33,766 14% 39% 0.396

Group 2 40,645 24% 44% 0.440

Group 3 52,733 34% 37% 0.502

Group 4 72,852 49% 33% 0.584

Group 5 112,713 69% 32% 0.690



Characteristics of SES Groups in LA Unified
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 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group 5

Overall Count 106,346 104,970 101,949 92,790 67,674

% of Students* 22.4% 22.2% 21.5% 19.6% 14.3%

Demographics      

Latinx 89.1% 84.3% 80.1% 64.6% 38.0%

White 2.0% 3.5% 6.4% 14.6% 34.0%

Black 5.3% 7.4% 6.7% 7.9% 10.4%

Asian 1.9% 2.4% 3.1% 5.0% 7.4%

Filipino 0.7% 1.0% 1.6% 3.7% 3.0%

Other 1.0% 1.4% 2.1% 4.1% 7.0%

FRPL 94.6% 92.4% 86.9% 74.1% 48.4%

English Learner 27.7% 24.2% 19.6% 13.6% 7.0%

Special Education 14.2% 14.0% 13.9% 13.6% 12.2%

Homeless 3.3% 3.1% 2.7% 2.1% 1.4%

Foster 2.0% 2.0% 1.9% 1.5% 1.1%

*If all school-aged children 

within LA Unified boundaries 

attended LAUSD schools, 

enrollment would be 20% per 

SES group.



SES Distribution, by Local District
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Questions?


