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Students with disabilities experiencing behavioral challenges in the 

school environment must be afforded the opportunity to be 

supported using the evidence-based practices found in Multi-

Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS). It is the responsibility of the 

IEP team to design a plan to address student behavior through 

teaching. It is the school staff’s responsibility to implement 

positive behavior support even if such support is not specified in 

the IEP. The IEP does not supplant the school’s responsibility for 

holding all staff accountable for implementing Positive 

Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS).
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Supporting Tools



Targeted/
Intensive

(High-risk students)
Individual Interventions

(3-5%)

Selected
(At-risk Students)

Classroom & Small 
Group Strategies

(10-20% of students)

Universal
(All Students)

School-wide, 

Culturally Relevant 

Systems of Support
(75-85% of students)

• Intensive social skills training
• Individual behavior management plans
• Parent training and collaboration
• Multi-agency collaboration (wrap-around) services
• Alternatives to suspension and expulsion
• Community and service learning

• Intensive social skills training
• Self-management programs
• Parent training and collaboration
• School based adult mentors
• Increased academic support and practice
• Alternatives to out-of-school suspension
• Community and service learning

• Effective academic support
• Social skills training
• Positive, proactive discipline
• Teaching school behavior expectations
• Active supervision and monitoring
• Positive reinforcement systems
• Firm, fair, and corrective discipline
• Effective classroom management
• Community and service learning

Adapted from:

Sprague & Walker, 2004



18.76%

1.95%

5.01%

12.86%

41.01%

20.41%

Special Education Eligibilities in LAUSD 

AUT ED ID OHI SLD Other

This data represents 85,675 students in LAUSD. Data from October 2018

SWD are 13% 
of the total 

student 
population. 



Student Ethnicity by Percentage

Data from LAUSD Fingertip Facts 2018-2019



Suspension Events 
From July 2018 – November 15, 2018

• 593 events (all students)

• Of the 593 events, 189 events were Students with Disabilities (SWD)
• What percent is this?

• Of the 593 events, 224 events were African American students
• What percent is this?

• Of the 189 SWD events, 68 were African American
• What percent is this?

32%

38%

36%



% of events of suspension SWD - eligibility
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% of events of suspension SWD – Local 
District
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% of events of suspension SWD – School Level
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% of events of suspension SWD – Category
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Fair….. Equal….. Accessible…..



What Can We Do About It?

• Reserve exclusion for the most serious 
behaviors

• Develop a consistent system of 
consequences

• Clarify major vs. minor infractions
• Allow students sent out to access instruction
• Reconnect with that student before they 

reenter the classroom
• Graduated discipline

• A system of discipline that is graduated ensures 
that less serious behavior incidents are met with 
milder responses rather than punitive 
consequences



Based on the data, what else 
might we need to consider?



Each one of us can make 
a difference. Together 

we make change.
Barbara Mikulski


