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WHAT IS A CHARTER SCHOOL?



“You never change things by fighting the 

existing reality.  To change something, build 

a new model that makes the existing model 

obsolete.”

-R. Buckminster Fuller



“I do think it’s easy to forget where we were in 
this country 20 years ago, 25 years ago, when 
the basic debate was, can our children actually 
learn? Can children with my skin color in places 

like Brooklyn, like the Bronx or Houston, can 
they actually be taught? I think because of the 
movement that Dave [KIPP] has been a part of 
— we still have plenty of debates in education, 

but that’s not one of them.”

Deputy Mayor Richard Buery of NYC



A Charter School is…
• A public school

• Founded by teachers, parents, activists, 
universities, not-for-profits, etc.

• Accountable to the chartering/sponsoring 
entity 

• Governed by a board of directors

• Generally autonomous from the district
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A Charter School is…

Charter schools are public schools operating 

under a “charter,” essentially a contract 

entered into between the school and its 

authorizing agency. 



Minnesota - 1991

• Freedom from the traditional district 
framework: challenging the notion that public 
education should not be the exclusive domain 
of a government-sponsored monopoly 

• School choice: expand public school 
choices for students, parents and teachers 
and to broaden the state’s definition of “public 
education.”
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NATIONAL AND LOCAL LANDSCAPE



Today’s Charter Landscape

• 6,900 charter schools in 40 states + DC

• Serving more than 3 million students

• NOLA is 100% charter

• DC is over 50% charter
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CA Charter Law

• Improve student learning

• Increased learning opportunities 

• Different and innovative teaching methods

• New professional opportunities for teachers 

• Provide parents/students with choices

• Hold schools accountable for performance-based 

measures

• Provide vigorous competition within the school system



LA Charters

• There are 277 charter schools:

– 53 Affiliated, 224 Independent

• Serves more than 150,000 students in 

kindergarten through 12th grade.

• Charter School Division Office oversees 

the authorizing of these schools. 



STUDENTS SERVED







Student Counts
Category Number

Autism Will be provided 12/6

Deafness Will be provided 12/6

Deaf-Blindness Will be provided 12/6

Emotional Disturbance Will be provided 12/6

Hard of Hearing Will be provided 12/6

Intellectual Disability Will be provided 12/6

Orthopedic Impairment Will be provided 12/6

Other Health Impairment Will be provided 12/6

Learning Disability Will be provided 12/6

Traumatic Brain Injury Will be provided 12/6

Visual Impairment Will be provided 12/6

Multiple Disabilities Will be provided 12/6



SUPPORTS GIVEN TO LA CHARTERS



LAUSD SELPA

• Charter Operated Programs team



LAUSD SELPA

• 222 independent charter schools

• Categories of schools:

– Category 1: 143

– Category 2: 8

– Category 3: 71









LOCAL PLAN AND CHARTERS



Local Plan Points
• Charter schools are mandated by state and 

federal law to adhere to all the provisions of 

IDEA.

• Charters must adhere to all terms and conditions 

of the MCD.

• Charters must ensure that no student otherwise 

eligible to enroll in their charter school will be 

denied enrollment due to a disability or to a 

charter school’s inability to provide necessary 

services.



Local Plan Points
• CSD uses questions/rubrics as evaluation tools to 

determine whether or not a program meets required 

criteria.

• Outlines the build-out of two school sections under one 

SELPA. 

• Prior to becoming authorized, the charter school must 

sign an MOU with LAUSD SELPA or show they are a 

member of another SELPA. If they sign with another 

SELPA, must provide that SELPA’s LP to ensure a 

commitment that all District-authorized charter schools 

have a SELPA that maintains oversight, monitoring and 

implementing the MCD requirements. 



QUESTIONS


