Bond No.                                    
Contract #                                   

BOND TO RELEASE WITHHOLD ON CLAIMS

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:
That                                                                                                                                                             , as principal, and                                                                                                                                                                                   , as a surety authorized to transact a surety business in the State of California, hereby acknowledge themselves bound in the full sum of                                                                                                                                                                                                    lawful money of the United States of America, unto Los Angeles Unified School District, and to the claimant hereinafter named, all herein designated as the obligee of this bond, for the payment of which sum, well and truly to be made, we hereby bind ourselves, our heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents.

Dated this                                 day of                                           , 2003.    

THE CONDITION OF THIS OBLIGATION IS SUCH THAT:

WHEREAS,                                                                                          heretofore entered into a contract with Los Angeles Unified School District for work described as                                                                                                                          located at                                                                                                                                                              , (“Contract”).

WHEREAS,                                                                                                   has heretofore filed a verified claim and withhold notice in the sum of _______________________________with said Los Angeles Unified School District against __________________________________________________________________________________________________

in connection with said Contract, and the above named Principal disputes the correctness and validity of said claim so filed and has requested said Los Angeles Unified School District to permit said contractor to whom said Contract was awarded to deliver to said Los Angeles Unified School District a bond executed by a corporation duly authorized to issue surety bonds in the State of  California in a penal sum equal to one and one-quarter times the amount of said claim and upon the delivery of said bond to said Los Angeles Unified School District that monies withheld on account of said claim may be released to said contractor, and said Los Angeles Unified School District has consented to permit said contractor to file said bond and thereupon may release the monies so withheld on account of said claim, provided the funds are otherwise due and payable to the contractor.

NOW, THEREFORE, If the above named Principal shall fully protect and defend the obligees herein and each of them against any loss by reason of or arising out of the acceptance of this bond, or the release of said monies, or the payment thereof to said contractor, and shall pay any sum which said claimant may recover on said claim, together with the costs of suit, including reasonable attorneys’ fees incurred in such action by said Los Angeles Unified School District, even if such costs and fees exceed the penal sum of this bond, then this obligation shall be void; otherwise it shall be and remain in full force and effect.

This bond is given and accepted under and in accordance with the provisions of Section 3196 of the Civil Code of the State of California.  The Surety upon this bond cannot be the same surety that issued the payment bond for the Contract.  The Surety upon this bond is jointly and severally liable to the claimant with the surety upon the contractor’s bond given in accordance with Chapter 7 of Part 4, Division 3 of Title 15 of the Civil Code.

Should any suit be brought relating to this bond between the Surety hereon and the Los Angeles Unified School District, the Court shall award to the prevailing party reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs of suit, only the amounts thereof being within the discretion of the Court.  The amount of such costs and fees are not limited to, and may exceed, the penal sum of this bond.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, We have hereunto set our hands and seals the day and year hereinbefore written.

 ___________________________________________________ , PRINCIPAL

Signed by______________________________________________

________________________________________________, SURETY

Address_________________________________________

Signed by______________________________________________

(Jurat to be attached)


            ________________________________________________

         Attorney-in-fact
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