






















March 13, 2026 11:30 AM 

TO: Teacher Education Committee 

FROM:  Robert Kai Irwin 

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY  

MEETING: Teachers Education Committee Meeting 

AGENDA ITEM: III. E. NBI 25-32 Establish Committee to Strengthen Program Review 
Process 

POSITION: SUPPORT 

Aloha mai ke kōmike Teacher Education Committee, 

My name is Robert Kai Irwin and I am Hawaiian language curriculum developer and program 
manager serving our network of kaiapuni schools, teachers, and ʻohana. I am testifying in 
support of NBI 25-32. 

It is extremely important to include individuals with kaiapuni expertise and experience on that 
committee to assure that the unique needs and perspectives of Hawaiian language medium 
education are understood, included, and addressed at every step of the committee’s work from 

reviewing current processes to developing recommendations. Kaiapuni expertise will help ensure 
that any improvements to the review process are culturally grounded, equitable, and supportive 
of Hawaiian language medium education, a program with widespread community support and 
ongoing rapid growth. Mahalo! 

I respectfully ask the Committee to pass NBI 25-32 to ensure our schools have the representation 
they deserve in the program review process. 

Mahalo nui for the opportunity to testify, 

Robert Kai Irwin 
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TO:      March 13, 2026 11:30 AM 

FROM:  Faryn K. Oliver 

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY  

MEETING: Teachers Education Committee Meeting 

AGENDA ITEM: III. E. NBI 25-32 Establish Committee to Strengthen Program Review 

Process 

POSITION: SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS 

Aloha mai ke kōmike Teacher Education Committee, 

My name is Faryn “Kalei” Oliver and I am a kumu Kaiapuni (Hawaiian Language Immersion 

Program teacher). I am testifying in SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS of NBI 25-32. 

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposal to establish a temporary committee 

dedicated to reviewing and recommending improvements to the HTSB program review process.  

I strongly urge the Board to ensure that the committee includes experts in Kaiapuni Hawaiian 

language medium education.  This includes either teachers, leaders, educators, and other parties 

who have experience, expertise, and knowledge in ʻōlelo Hawaiʻi (Hawaiian language) and our 

Kaiapuni school systems. 

Kaiapuni education operates within a unique pedagogical and linguistic framework. Without 

qualified representation from this sector on the committee, the "standardization" of review 

processes risks overlooking the specific needs, evidence requirements, and cultural competencies 

inherent to Hawaiian medium teacher preparation.  To truly be responsive to "community 

concerns," the committee must include voices that understand the nuances of immersion 

education to ensure that the program review process is equitable and culturally grounded. 

In conclusion, strengthening the program review process is an investment in the future of 

Hawaiʻi’s teaching force. By establishing this committee and ensuring it includes diverse 

expertise—specifically in Kaiapuni education—the Board will foster a more inclusive, 

transparent, and effective system for all educator preparation programs. 

I urge the Board to pass this proposal with the inclusion of Hawaiian medium education experts. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify, 

Faryn “Kalei” Oliver 
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Outlook

[EXTERNAL] NBI 25-32 HTSB Testimony_ 03_13_26 TEC

From Pililuaikekaiohilo Keala <pkeala@hawaii.edu>
Date Wed 3/11/2026 9:40 AM
To HTSB <htsb@hawaii.gov>

TO:      March 13, 2026 11:30 AM

FROM: Dr. Pililuaikekaiohilo Keala

SUBJECT: TESTIMONY 

MEETING: Teachers Education Committee Meeting

AGENDA ITEM: III. E. NBI 25-32 Establish Committee to Strengthen Program Review Process

POSITION: SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS 

Aloha mai ke kōmike Teacher Education Committee,

My name is Pililuaikekaiohilo Keala and I am a parent of Kaiapuni students, a previous Kaiapuni teacher,
an Assistant Professor at Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian Language, and the Vice Chair of the ʻAha
Hoʻokō of the ʻAha Kauleo. I am testifying in SUPPORT WITH COMMENTS of NBI 25-32.

It is pertinent that HTSB ensures that Kaiapuni perspectives as well as those with Kaiapuni expertise are
included in every step of the committee’s work, from reviewing the current processes to developing
recommendations. This committee of Kaiapuni experts should include individuals from various
organizations and backgrounds that are invested, engaged, and highly involved in Kaiapuni education as
well as Kaiapuni teacher education. These experts should include Kaiapuni educators, Kaiapuni leaders,
Kaiapuni teacher preparation faculty, as well as Hawaiian language university faculty that are involved in
Kaiapuni and Hawaiian language medium education. As Kaiapuni involves much more than a mainstream
curriculum simply done in the Hawaiian language, these experts will ensure that not just Hawaiian
language is centered in its education but also Hawaiian culture, land, and worldview in alignment with
Hawaiʻi’s educational standards. 

Mahalo, Dr. Pililuaikekaiohilo Keala 

--
Pililuaikekaiohilo M.Q. Keala, EdD

Hope Polopeka (Assistant Professor)
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Kawaihuelani Center for Hawaiian Language
Hawaiʻinuiākea School of Hawaiian Knowledge
University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa
2540 Maile Way, Spalding 252
Honolulu Hawaiʻi 96822

"I paʻa i kona kupuna, ʻaʻole kākou e puka"
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