New Business Item 25-29

Introduced March 13, 2026

Action Deferred due to Emergency Proclamation Meeting Cancellation
Reintroduced April 24, 2026

Deferred June 3, 2026

TITLE: Leeward Community College’s Special Education P-3 Initial
Licensure Program Review Decision

The Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) does not recommend provisional program
approval for Leeward Community College’s (LCC) Special Education (SPED) P-3 Initial
Licensure program.

The LCC SPED Program is seeking program approval to recommend completers for initial
licensure in the grade band below:

e Special Education, P-3

The Program Review Committee was originally composed of four members. But one member
withdrew participation (Dr. Janet Kim). See Biography section and the attached report.

The Program Review Committee identified the following strengths of the LCC SPED P-3 Initial
Licensure program:

o LCC has established partnership schools with SPED classrooms located in different
communities.

e The tuition is cost-effective for teacher candidates.

o Recently, LCC hired more SPED faculty.

The Program Review Committee does not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial Licensure
program to the HTSB Board for the following reasons:

e The SPED P-3 Initial Licensure program has about 22 semester credits. The Program
Review Committee expressed concern that post-baccalaureate students require
additional courses and training in child development, working with special education
students, educational theories, and developmentally appropriate practices, since their
undergraduate degrees are likely not in education. Most post-baccalaureate programs
are usually 30 semester credits.

o The Program Review Committee did not find that the newly developed courses would
adequately prepare teacher candidates to develop their knowledge and skills regarding
the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), working with families, developing and
implementing interventions, and early childhood development.

o The evidence (e.g., course syllabi, assignments, and activities) did not clearly



demonstrate how teacher candidates would develop the knowledge, concepts, and
understanding needed to apply assessment and instructional practices that address the
developmental and diverse needs of young children. The materials from LCC's Special
Education programs, grades K-6 and 6-12, had not been revised or aligned with the
specific requirements for preparing teachers for a SPED early childhood classroom.

Program Reviewer Committee Biography

Akeyo H. Garcia, Ph.D., is an Early Learning State Office Teacher with the Executive Office on
Early Learning. An educator in Hawai‘i’s public schools for 17 years, she has taught preschool,
prekindergarten, preschool inclusion, and kindergarten, and mentored teacher candidates. She
holds a National Board Teaching Certificate in Early Childhood Generalist and advanced
licenses in general and special education. Akeyo earned her M.Ed. in Curriculum Studies and
Early Childhood Education and her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa. She received the 2016 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST).

Michael Sheehey, M.Ed., is an Assistant Specialist in the College of Education at the University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He has served as a program coordinator, course instructor, practicum
supervisor, and mentor of preservice special education teachers for 12 years. He currently
coordinates the Early Childhood Education/Early Childhood Special Education Program. His
research interests include inclusion in early childhood education, universal design for learning,
early intervention, and culturally responsive pedagogy.

Jennifer F.M. Padua, Ph.D., is a Licensing Specialist at the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board
(HTSB). Jennifer earned her doctoral degree in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa, where she was a faculty member for 11 years in the College of Education’s
Elementary Education Program. Her experiences include working as a Senior Literacy
Specialist throughout the United States Affiliated Pacific Region and as a classroom and
resource teacher in the Hawai‘i Department of Education.

Rationale/Background:

The HTSB staff and the Program Review Committee acknowledge that the review was delayed
due to revisions to the inaccurate accreditation report and to professional and personal
obligations. A timeline is provided below. Dr. Christina Keaulana requested that the Program
Review be included on the agenda for the March 2026 Board meeting, and Board Chair
Miyamae agreed. The Program Reviewers do not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial
Licensure program based on the evidence provided to the Board and in the attached report.

e September 17, 2021
o HTSB approves the Letter of Intent to Create SPED P-3 Program (NBI 21-10).

e September 13, 2023
o LCC staff submits SPED P-3 application to HTSB staff.

o September 2023 — August 2024
o HTSB staff discovers LCC's Association for Advancing Quality in Educator
Preparation (AAQEP) accreditation was inaccurate. HTSB and LCC staff works
with AAQEP to determine the necessary steps to correct the inaccurate
accreditation information. AAQEP provides HTSB with a revised action report.
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August 30, 2024
o HTSB approves NBI 21-05 Revised State Approval of Leeward Community
College Educator Preparation Unit and Programs and NBI 21-10 Revised.

September — November 2024
o HTSB staff works with the Program Review Committee to establish Hawai'i
Department of Education Vendor Supplier accounts and the program review
process.

November 2024
o HTSB Executive Director sends the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program
Review Standards Evaluation for November 2024 to LCC faculty. The evaluation
includes questions and comments from the Program Review Committee, as well
as a request to meet.

December 5, 2024
o LCC faculty, the Program Review Committee, and HTSB discuss the Hawai'i
Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards Evaluation.

December 8, 2024
o LCC faculty sends a written response to the questions and comments discussed
at the meeting.

February 27, 2025
o HTSB staff sends Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards
Evaluation Commentary to LCC staff. HTSB requests that the next step is for the
LCC's faculty to decide whether to revise and submit evidence to continue the
program review process or withdraw their application. A decision is requested by
March 14, 2025, or by a date that best fits their schedule.

April 8, 2025
o LCC faculty emails, apologizes for the delay, and states they will work on
revisions.

August 12, 2025
o During the LCC Annual Meeting, HTSB staff asks LCC faculty about revisions to
the SPED program. LCC faculty states they needed to check with other faculty
members.

August 18, 2025
o HTSB staff emails LCC faculty about the SPED program revisions.

August 19, 2025
o LCC faculty responses indicate courses are being developed and will be shared
upon completion. HTSB staff responds and offers assistance.

November 18, 2025
o LCC faculty sends two newly developed courses and an observation tool.



e November - January 2026
o The Program Review Committee reviews new evidence.

e January 21, 2026
o LCC faculty emails about the progress of the review and notes that three courses
have been developed.

e January 27, 2026
o HTSB staff requests the third course syllabus, which was not included in the
November 2025 email.

e January 29, 2026
o LCC faculty sends a copy of the third course syllabus.

e February 14, 2026
o LCC faculty requests that the SPED P-3 Initial Licensure Program be placed on
the HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, meeting agenda.
e February 19, 2026
o HTSB Board Chair Miyamae confirms with LCC SPED faculty that the SPED P-3

Initial Licensure Program will be on the HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, meeting
agenda.

Cost:
All costs are included in the existing staff job duties and responsibilities.
Submitted by: Kristi Miyamae/Dondra Ozaki

Referred to: Teacher Education Committee



Deferred in committee

(No Recommendation)
New Business Item 25-29
Introduced March 13, 2026
Action Deferred due to Emergency Proclamation Meeting Cancellation
Reintroduced April 24, 2026

TITLE: Leeward Community College’s Special Education P-3 Initial
Licensure Program Review Decision

The Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) does not recommend provisional program
approval for Leeward Community College’s (LCC) Special Education (SPED) P-3 Initial
Licensure program.

The LCC SPED Program is seeking program approval to recommend completers for initial
licensure in the grade band below:

e Special Education, P-3

The Program Review Committee was originally composed of four members. But one member
withdrew participation (Dr. Janet Kim). See Biography section and the attached report.

The Program Review Committee identified the following strengths of the LCC SPED P-3 Initial
Licensure program:

o LCC has established partnership schools with SPED classrooms located in different
communities.

e The tuition is cost-effective for teacher candidates.

o Recently, LCC hired more SPED faculty.

The Program Review Committee does not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial Licensure
program to the HTSB Board for the following reasons:

e The SPED P-3 Initial Licensure program has about 22 semester credits. The Program
Review Committee expressed concern that post-baccalaureate students require
additional courses and training in child development, working with special education
students, educational theories, and developmentally appropriate practices, since their
undergraduate degrees are likely not in education. Most post-baccalaureate programs
are usually 30 semester credits.

e The Program Review Committee did not find that the newly developed courses would
adequately prepare teacher candidates to develop their knowledge and skills regarding
the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), working with families, developing and
implementing interventions, and early childhood development.

o The evidence (e.g., course syllabi, assignments, and activities) did not clearly
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demonstrate how teacher candidates would develop the knowledge, concepts, and
understanding needed to apply assessment and instructional practices that address the
developmental and diverse needs of young children. The materials from LCC's Special
Education programs, grades K-6 and 6-12, had not been revised or aligned with the
specific requirements for preparing teachers for a SPED early childhood classroom.

Program Reviewer Committee Biography

Akeyo H. Garcia, Ph.D., is an Early Learning State Office Teacher with the Executive Office on
Early Learning. An educator in Hawai‘i’s public schools for 17 years, she has taught preschool,
prekindergarten, preschool inclusion, and kindergarten, and mentored teacher candidates. She
holds a National Board Teaching Certificate in Early Childhood Generalist and advanced
licenses in general and special education. Akeyo earned her M.Ed. in Curriculum Studies and
Early Childhood Education and her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa. She received the 2016 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST).

Michael Sheehey, M.Ed., is an Assistant Specialist in the College of Education at the University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He has served as a program coordinator, course instructor, practicum
supervisor, and mentor of preservice special education teachers for 12 years. He currently
coordinates the Early Childhood Education/Early Childhood Special Education Program. His
research interests include inclusion in early childhood education, universal design for learning,
early intervention, and culturally responsive pedagogy.

Jennifer F.M. Padua, Ph.D., is a Licensing Specialist at the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board
(HTSB). Jennifer earned her doctoral degree in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa, where she was a faculty member for 11 years in the College of Education’s
Elementary Education Program. Her experiences include working as a Senior Literacy
Specialist throughout the United States Affiliated Pacific Region and as a classroom and
resource teacher in the Hawai‘i Department of Education.

Rationale/Background:

The HTSB staff and the Program Review Committee acknowledge that the review was delayed
due to revisions to the inaccurate accreditation report and to professional and personal
obligations. A timeline is provided below. Dr. Christina Keaulana requested that the Program
Review be included on the agenda for the March 2026 Board meeting, and Board Chair
Miyamae agreed. The Program Reviewers do not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial
Licensure program based on the evidence provided to the Board and in the attached report.

e September 17, 2021
o HTSB approves the Letter of Intent to Create SPED P-3 Program (NBI 21-10).

e September 13, 2023
o LCC staff submits SPED P-3 application to HTSB staff.

o September 2023 — August 2024
o HTSB staff discovers LCC's Association for Advancing Quality in Educator
Preparation (AAQEP) accreditation was inaccurate. HTSB and LCC staff works
with AAQEP to determine the necessary steps to correct the inaccurate
accreditation information. AAQEP provides HTSB with a revised action report.
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August 30, 2024
o HTSB approves NBI 21-05 Revised State Approval of Leeward Community
College Educator Preparation Unit and Programs and NBI 21-10 Revised.

September — November 2024
o HTSB staff works with the Program Review Committee to establish Hawai'i
Department of Education Vendor Supplier accounts and the program review
process.

November 2024
o HTSB Executive Director sends the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program
Review Standards Evaluation for November 2024 to LCC faculty. The evaluation
includes questions and comments from the Program Review Committee, as well
as a request to meet.

December 5, 2024
o LCC faculty, the Program Review Committee, and HTSB discuss the Hawai'i
Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards Evaluation.

December 8, 2024
o LCC faculty sends a written response to the questions and comments discussed
at the meeting.

February 27, 2025
o HTSB staff sends Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards
Evaluation Commentary to LCC staff. HTSB requests that the next step is for the
LCC's faculty to decide whether to revise and submit evidence to continue the
program review process or withdraw their application. A decision is requested by
March 14, 2025, or by a date that best fits their schedule.

April 8, 2025
o LCC faculty emails, apologizes for the delay, and states they will work on
revisions.

August 12, 2025
o During the LCC Annual Meeting, HTSB staff asks LCC faculty about revisions to
the SPED program. LCC faculty states they needed to check with other faculty
members.

August 18, 2025
o HTSB staff emails LCC faculty about the SPED program revisions.

August 19, 2025
o LCC faculty responses indicate courses are being developed and will be shared
upon completion. HTSB staff responds and offers assistance.

November 18, 2025
o LCC faculty sends two newly developed courses and an observation tool.



e November - January 2026
o The Program Review Committee reviews new evidence.

e January 21, 2026
o LCC faculty emails about the progress of the review and notes that three courses
have been developed.

e January 27, 2026
o HTSB staff requests the third course syllabus, which was not included in the
November 2025 email.

e January 29, 2026
o LCC faculty sends a copy of the third course syllabus.

e February 14, 2026
o LCC faculty requests that the SPED P-3 Initial Licensure Program be placed on
the HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, meeting agenda.
e February 19, 2026
o HTSB Board Chair Miyamae confirms with LCC SPED faculty that the SPED P-3

Initial Licensure Program will be on the HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, meeting
agenda.

Cost:
All costs are included in the existing staff job duties and responsibilities.
Submitted by: Kristi Miyamae/Dondra Ozaki

Referred to: Teacher Education Committee



Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program Review Report
March 2026

Leeward Community College (LCC) Special Education faculty applied for an initial license
program in Special Education (SPED), grades preschool through third grade (P-3) (New
Business ltem 21-20 Revised Approval of Leeward Community College’s Letter of Intent).

In accordance with_ Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR) §8-54-19(1-5) and §8-54-20(1-2), a
Program Review Committee was formed to analyze all aspects of the LCC SPED P-3 initial
licensure program using the Hawai‘i State Approved Program Standards (New Business Iltem
17-39) such as course content knowledge and pedagogy, the connection to national and state
standards, and clinical practice.

The Program Review Committee initially comprised four members (see Program Review
Committee Members Biography). One member (Dr. Janet Kim) withdrew from the Program
Review Committee in December 2025. Licensing Specialist Dr. Jennifer Padua was also part of
the committee, providing information about HAR and licensure requirements, organizing
evidence, and serving as the point of contact between LCC and the Program Review
Committee. The Program Review Committee met virtually and worked independently. Evidence
was available in a shared Google folder.

The Program Review Committee does not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial License
Program to the HTSB Board for the reasons listed below and in the Educator Preparation
Program Standards section.

e The original application consisted of five existing approved courses (15 semester
credits) and one field practicum course (1 semester credit). The SPED P-3 Initial License
program was revised to about 22 semester credits. The Program Review Committee
expressed concern that post-baccalaureate students require additional courses and
training in child development, working with special education students, educational
theories, and developmentally appropriate practices, since their undergraduate degrees
are likely not in education. Most post-baccalaureate programs are usually 30 semester
credits.

e The SPED Initial License P-3 program consists of existing courses from its SPED K-6, 6-
12 Initial License and Add a Field (P-3, K-6, 6-12, K-12) programs. In response to the
Program Review Committee, the LCC faculty developed three courses and one
observation tool (see Table 1). The Program Review Committee did not find that the
newly developed courses would adequately prepare teacher candidates to develop their
knowledge and skills regarding the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA), working with
families, developing and implementing interventions, and early childhood development.



Existing Approved Courses Newly Developed Courses

ED 330: SPED Law and IEP Course 1: Early Childhood Development
Development and Intervention Theory into Practice.
ED 331: Special Education Assessment

ED 332: ELA Instruction and Course 2: IDEA Part C Part B (619) and
Interventions IFSP IEP Development

ED 334: Participating in a Professional

Community Course 3: Field Practicum SPED PK-3
ED 335: Educational Technology for the | New observation tool

Inclusive Classroom

¢ The evidence (e.g., course syllabi, assignments, and activities) did not clearly
demonstrate how teacher candidates would develop the knowledge, concepts, and
understanding needed to apply assessment and instructional practices that address the
developmental and diverse needs of young children and all of the Hawaii Specific
Requirements. The materials from LCC's Special Education programs, grades K-6 and
6-12, had not been revised or aligned with the specific requirements for preparing
teachers for a SPED early childhood classroom.

Timeline

The HTSB staff and the Program Review Committee acknowledge that the review was delayed
due to revisions to the inaccurate accreditation report and to professional and personal
obligations. A timeline is provided below. Dr. Keaulana requested that the Program Review be
included on the agenda for the March 2026 Board meeting, and Board Chair Miyamae agreed.
The Program Reviewers do not recommend the LCC SPED P-3 Initial License program based
on the evidence provided to the Board and in the attached report.

e September 17, 2021
o HTSB approves of Letter of Intent to Create SPED P-3 Program (NBI 21-10).

e September 13, 2023
o LCC staff submits SPED P-3 application to HTSB staff.

o September 2023 — August 2024
o HTSB staff discovered LCC's Association for Advancing Quality in Educator
Preparation (AAQEP) accreditation was inaccurate. HTSB and LCC staff worked
with AAQEP to determine the necessary steps to correct the inaccurate
accreditation information. AAQEP provided HTSB with a revised action report.

e August 30, 2024
o HTSB approves NBI 21-05 Revised State Approval of Leeward Community
College Educator Preparation Unit and Programs and NBI 21-10 Revised.




September — November 2024
o HTSB staff works with the Program Review Committee to establish Hawai'i
Department of Education Vendor Supplier accounts and the program review
process.

November 2024
o HTSB Executive Director sends the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program
Review Standards Evaluation for November 2024 to LCC faculty. The evaluation
includes questions and comments from the Program Review Committee, as well
as a request to meet.

December 5, 2024
o LCC faculty, the Program Review Committee, and HTSB discuss the Hawai‘i
Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards Evaluation.

December 8, 2024
o LCC faculty sends a written response to the questions and comments discussed
at the meeting.

February 27, 2025
o HTSB staff sends Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board Program Review Standards
Evaluation Commentary to LCC staff. HTSB requests that the next step is for the
LCC's faculty to decide whether to revise and submit evidence to continue the
program review process or withdraw their application. A decision is requested by
March 14, 2025, or by a date that best fits their schedule.

April 8, 2025
o LCC faculty emails, apologize for the delay, and will work on revisions.

August 12, 2025
o During the LCC Annual Meeting, HTSB staff asked LCC faculty about revisions
to the SPED program. LCC faculty needed to check with other faculty members.

August 18, 2025
o HTSB staff emails LCC faculty about the SPED program revisions.

August 19, 2025
o LCC faculty responses indicate courses are being developed and will be shared
upon completion. HTSB staff responded and offered assistance.

November 18, 2025
o LCC faculty sends two newly developed courses and an observation tool.

November - January 2026
o The Program Review Committee reviews new evidence.

January 21, 2026
o LCC faculty emails about the progress of the review and notes that three courses
have been developed.



¢ January 27, 2026
o HTSB staff request the third course syllabus, which was not included in the
November 2025 email.

e January 29, 2026
o LCC faculty sends a copy of the third course syllabus.

e February 14, 2026
o LCC faculty request that the SPED P-3 Initial License Program be placed on the
HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, agenda.

e February 19, 2026
o HTSB Board Chair Miyamae confirms with LCC SPED faculty that the SPED P-3
Initial License Program will be on the HTSB Board's March 13, 2026, agenda.

Program Reviewer Committee Biography

Akeyo H. Garcia, Ph.D., is an Early Learning State Office Teacher with the Executive Office on
Early Learning. An educator in Hawai‘i’s public schools for 17 years, she has taught preschool,
prekindergarten, preschool inclusion, and kindergarten, and mentored teacher candidates. She
holds a National Board Teaching Certificate in Early Childhood Generalist and advanced
licenses in general and special education. Akeyo earned her M.Ed. in Curriculum Studies and
Early Childhood Education and her Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction from the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa. She received the 2016 Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and
Science Teaching (PAEMST).

Michael Sheehey, M.Ed., is an Assistant Specialist in the College of Education at the University
of Hawai‘i at Manoa. He has served as a program coordinator, course instructor, practicum
supervisor, and mentor of preservice special education teachers for 12 years. He currently
coordinates the Early Childhood Education/Early Childhood Special Education Program. His
research interests include inclusion in early childhood education, universal design for learning,
early intervention, and culturally responsive pedagogy.

Jennifer F.M. Padua, Ph.D., is a Licensing Specialist at the Hawai‘i Teacher Standards Board
(HTSB). Jennifer earned her doctoral degree in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of
Hawai‘i at Manoa, where she was a faculty member for 11 years in the College of Education’s
Elementary Education Program. Her experiences include working as a Senior Literacy
Specialist throughout the United States Affiliated Pacific Region and as a classroom and
resource teacher in the Hawai‘i Department of Education.
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HAWAI'T TEACHER
STANDARDS BOARD

Educator Preparation Program Standards
New Business Item 17-39

Standard 1: Candidate Content Knowledge, Pedagogical Knowledge, and Dispositions
Candidates demonstrate strong subject matter knowledge, culturally relevant pedagogical

knowledge, pedagogical content knowledge, and professional dispositions in instruction and
in other interactions with all P-12 learners.

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided

The LCC SPED Initial License P-3 program consists of existing courses that were approved in
SPED Initial License Program (grades K-6, 6-12) and three newly developed courses. The
course syllabi are vague and do not align the course student learning outcomes, assignments,
and assessments with the national content standards and student standards. Several courses
are part of the approved SPED Initial License K-12 program. But these courses do not show
revisions were made to tailor the information to the proposed target grade band of preschool
to grade 3.

Standard 2: Clinical Practice and Partnerships
The educator preparation program and its associated partners have shared responsibility for

the design, implementation, and evaluation of diverse clinical experiences that provide the
candidate the opportunity to have a positive impact on the growth and development of
learners.

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided.

Teacher candidates will complete clinical practice in a PK-3 setting. It is unclear whether the
observation tool was developed in collaboration with partners. The LCC SPED team created a
new course, Field Practicum SPED PK-3, and an accompanying Early Childhood/PK-3
SPED Candidate Observation Form. Clarification is needed on how domains will be assessed
(e.g., through classroom observations, evaluation of written reflections and assignments, or a
combination of both). Domain 3 poses particular challenges for supervisors, as competencies
such as Domain 3.1 (respectful, culturally sustaining communication with families) and
Domain 3.2 (clear and collaborative information sharing) may not always be observable during
site visits or the student teaching semester.




Standard 3: Assessment and Evaluation

Educator preparation programs have criteria for and monitor candidate progression from
admissions to student teaching, through completion and recommendation for licensure. They
gather, analyze, and interpret data for continuous improvement of the program.

Through their work with P-12 students, the candidate understands and uses multiple methods
of assessment to monitor learner progress and to inform their practice. Candidates can
demonstrate positive impact on P-12 learners’ growth and development.

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided

The current assessment approach does not clearly align with the course objectives, content,
performance standards, and instruction. Thus, it is difficult to determine whether candidates
are truly meeting PK-3 competencies. Effective assessments must be deliberately aligned
with program goals and standards to accurately measure candidate growth and readiness.
When this coherence is missing, it becomes difficult to determine whether candidates have
developed the competencies needed for a PK classroom. Strengthening the alignment
between assessment tools and evaluation criteria would greatly enhance the program'’s ability
to evaluate candidate preparedness.

Standard 4: Governance and Resources
The educator preparation program has sufficient faculty, financial, physical, and technological
resources and capacity to support and sustain the quality of its educational program.

Feedback: Sufficient evidence provided

LCC has three SPED faculty members.

Standard 5: Hawai‘i Specific Requirements
The educator preparation program ensures it meets all requirements in Hawaii Administrative
Rules governing the approval of Educator Preparation Programs. (HAR) §8-54-19.

HAR §8-54-19(1) Provided evidence that their candidates meet the performance standards as
applicable.

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided.

A clearer connection between instruction and learning must be established to ensure that
candidates acquire the necessary knowledge of child development, especially for children with
disabilities, according to performance standards. For example, the Early Childhood
Development and Intervention: Theory into Practice syllabus includes tables listing
assignments and standards, but no assignments are provided as evidence of how candidates
will meet the performance standards.




HAR §8-54-19(2) Provided evidence that their candidates exhibit professional and ethical

dispositions necessary to help all students learn as outlined in the board's Code of Ethics;

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special early childhood education setting.

Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(A) The integration of Hawaiian language, history and culture in order to
promote and perpetuate traditional ways of knowing, learning, and teaching;

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special education early childhood setting.

Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawaii specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(B) Student standards adopted by the department;

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided.

Teacher candidates are assigned to design and implement lesson plans based on student
standards. As future early childhood teachers, there is no evidence of learning how to teach
other required subjects (e.g., fine arts, performance arts, health, music, and physical
education) or of implementing the Hawaii Early Learning Development Standards.




Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(C) Teaching of reading including working with students of reading
difficulties;

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided.

There is insufficient evidence demonstrating how teacher candidates will learn to teach
reading and support language development for early learners with diverse needs in an early
childhood setting. For example, ED 332: English Language Arts Instruction and Interventions
was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a special education
early childhood setting. While the course introduces teacher candidates to the developmental
continuum of literacy, it is unclear how they are expected to demonstrate their knowledge and
skills. Key details about course assignments, their purpose, the standards they address, and
how they connect to the assessment tool are missing, making it difficult to evaluate the
effectiveness of the preparation provided for an early childhood setting.

Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai'‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(D) Working effectively with students with disabilities, including training

related to participation as a member of individualized education program teams;

Feedback: Insufficient evidence provided.

A clearer connection between instruction and learning must be established to ensure that
candidates acquire the necessary knowledge of child development, especially for children with
disabilities. For example, two courses were newly developed: 1) Early Childhood
Development and Intervention: Theory into Practice, and 2) IDEA Part C/Part B (619) and
IFSP/IEP Development. Both syllabi include tables that reference course assignments and
standards (e.g., Council for Exceptional Children, Division for Early Childhood of the Council
for Exceptional Children Recommended Practices, National Association for the Education of
Young Children). Only assignment titles were provided, making it difficult to determine if
teacher candidates will demonstrate knowledge and skills when working with students with
disabilities. In the Early Childhood Development and Intervention: Theory into Practice course,
a committee member commented that candidates should be exposed to the entire IEP or
IFSP, specifically what their role entails in supporting children receiving special education.




Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai'‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(E) Working effectively with students who are limited English proficient;
(HIDOE requirement is 6 EL/ML course credits)

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special education early childhood setting.

Teacher candidates obtain knowledge of the Hawai'‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(F) Working with gifted and talented students; and

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special education early childhood setting.

Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai'‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(G) Integrating technology effectively into curricula and instruction, including
activities consistent with the principles of universal design for learning and (see below).

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special education early childhood setting.

Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai'‘i specific requirement:

HAR §8-54-19 (3)(G) Integrating technology... the use of technology to effectively collect,

manage and analyze data to improve teaching and learning for the purpose of increasing
student academic achievement.

Feedback: Insufficient evidence.

Evidence provided was used from existing approved programs that are not appropriate for a
special education early childhood setting.




Teacher candidates demonstrate knowledge and skills of the Hawai‘i specific requirement of
clinical experience.

HAR §8-54-19 (5)(A) A minimum of four hundred fifty (450) hours of supervised clinical
experience in student teaching, internship or residency; or

HAR §8-54-19 (5)(B) Demonstration of teaching proficiency through a combination of
documented satisfactory work experience and observation by the EPP; or

HAR §8-54-19 (5)(C) Passing a board approved performance assessment normed for Hawaii
in combination with any other requirements determined by the EPP.

Feedback: Sufficient Evidence Provided

Teacher candidates will meet HAR §8-54-19 (5)(A) through the Field Practicum SPED PK-3
course and receive one college credit. Teacher candidates will document their field
experience hours on a SPED Observation Log.

LCC staff did not include information on whether Option B or Option C will be integrated into
its program.
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